
This work comprises of 3 parts: -

Halton Casualties in WW1 (25 + 1 in Silverdale.)

Halton Casualties in WW2 (7)

Boer War Casualty 1900. South Africa (1)

The research began on 11th November 2018 on the Centenary end of WW1.

It was completed on 18th November 2022.

It is written in the hope of offering a ready and lasting record of Halton’s War 

Casualties and remembering them in perpetuity.

Trevor Green. Halton. November 2022.



Introduction:

There are 32 names on the Halton War Memorial; 25 casualties during WW1 and 7 from WW2. 

(There is one WW1 casualty, John Hayton, who is recorded in the “Roll of Honour,” but not the 

actual War Memorial. He has full recognition in this work.)

11am on 11th November 1918 was a time for world reflection, thinking of service men and 

women who gave their lives in the Great War a hundred years ago. 

I have attended Armistice Services in France, Holland, Belgium (Menin Gate, Leper,) and, 

frequently at the German Military Cemetery on Cannock Chase, where it is known as 

“Volkstrauertag,” (“People’s Day of Mourning.”)  Here, Forget-me-Not flowers are laid at 

headstones, instead of poppies. 

The 73 ANZACS are also remembered here at Broadhurst Green Cemetery.

The Centenary occasion was bought to the world by major Services of Remembrance on 

broadcasting platforms; for me it was to be present at Halton War Memorial which was well 

supported and led me to thinking that I could probably add more information and images to every 

name, using primary and secondary sources and contacts to mark the occasion. 



I created hard copies in individual folders and offered them to the library for the benefit of the 

village, families and friends. How sad to be told the library doesn’t accept such offers, other than the 

work be sent to the Public Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston, where it probably wouldn’t see the 

light of day again. 

I decided to move the printed work onto a USB Flash Drive and offer it to various interested 

organisations and persons in Halton, as a way of perpetuating the memory of these men of Halton 

who are commemorated here and in a foreign field.

I hope each soldier becomes a personal memory to every reader in the 800+ slides.

Perhaps new generations will learn and know about them; reflect and remember their sacrifice 

and share it in promoting the memory of these men who died over a century ago.

All sources are in the public domain and readers are welcome to use information for private 

holding and personal use. Please give due recognition to relevant sources as a matter of  courtesy.

Trevor Green 

Halton 2022
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The Men of Halton and Aughton who died in 

the Great War 1914 – 1918

Remembered with Honour



The Ode of Remembrance

“For the Fallen.”

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:                                                                      

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.                                                                            

At the going down of the sun and in the morning                                                                             

We will remember them.”

Words recited since 1928 every evening at 8pm                                             

at the “Last Post,” Menin Gate, Ypres and at Cenotaphs and 

Memorials throughout Britain on Remembrance Sunday.

Laurence Binyon.

Quaker, Pacifist, Poet and WW1 Volunteer Aid Worker.

Born in Lancaster 1869. Died in 1943.



Facsimile of Letter from The King to every Bereaved Family



The Burnt Army Documents: 

Unfortunately, about 60% of the soldiers’ Service Records were irretrievably damaged 

or lost completely as a result of enemy bombing in 7th/8th September 1940 at the War Office 

warehouse in Arnside Street, Walworth, South London. The exact number of serving British 

soldiers is not known because of the loss of so many records.

However, about a third, approximately 2 million, were saved from destruction. These 

records are known as the “Burnt Records”. Officially they are classed as WO 363 records, 

which is the reference number given to them by the National Archives. (The “WO”  

classification code stands for “War Office”.) As a result of the loss of so many of the First 

World War Service Records, there is now only a 40% chance that the Service Record of a 

particular individual will have survived.

The surviving 2 million “Burnt Documents” Service Records are for soldiers who were 

discharged, demobilised at the end of the war, who died between 1914 and 1920 and who were 

not eligible for an Army pension. Some soldiers who were in the regular army before the 

outbreak of war in August 1914 may, however, be included in this class of records.

Regrettably, some Army papers in respect of Halton’s casualties did not survive the 

bombing.



The Arnside Street, London Bombing 1940



A Casualty Clearing Station. France. April 1916.



The Medal of Sacrifice or “Dead Man’s Penny” is 

a commemorative medallion which was presented to 

the next-of-kin of the men and women who died during 

World War One. 

Next to Lady Britannia is the deceased soldier's name, 

with no rank provided to show equality in sacrifice.

Some considered it poor reward for the loss of  a loved 

one, hence the “Dead Man’s Penny.” 

In some cases multiple medals were awarded. 



The hand-written poem by John McCrae

“In Flanders Fields” (With the Men of Halton in mind.)



CWGC:

Note is made in this work to the CWGC – Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

In 1915 there was no organised or formal way of collecting casualties to commemorate them. Wooden crosses 

marked where they lay or just a hasty burial in the ground as the battlefront moved.

In May 1917 the vision of one man, (later Major General Sir) Fabian Ware, considered it very important 

to bury and commemorate the World War 1 dead from Britain, together with its allies in collective 

cemeteries, wherever and whatever their loss. He was neither a soldier or politician at the time. Ware led a 

mobile Red Cross ambulance unit searching for British wounded and missing in the Mons district; seeing at 

first hand the dreadful losses and was very much affected by the experience. At his instigation, together with 

other influential people, the Imperial War Graves Commission was founded by Royal Charter.  

In March 1960 the Imperial War Grave Commission was renamed to reflect the shift from colonialism, 

and became the Commonwealth War Graves Commission - CWGC.

The Commission today cares for 1.7 million graves in some 23,000 locations throughout the world.

Sir Fabian Ware 1869 – 1949

He is commemorated in Westminster Abbey and                            

buried in Amberley, Arundel.



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church Halton and its strong associations with the                                                      

many families and casualties of war in the village.



There are 25 WW1 Casualties on Halton War Memorial.  

However, Private John Hayton, is shown on the Roll of Honour 

at Halton Memorial Club, but not on the village War Memorial 

for reasons that are unclear. 

He was Halton born, but served with a Canadian Regiment.  

It is not known if he met the criteria for inclusion in the 1920’s.

Halton Parish Council are now aware of this situation and will 

add Private John Hayton’s name if deemed appropriate.

He is included in the work.



Halton Social Club Memorial

Left side:

TO THE MEMORY OF THE MEN OF HALTON WITH AUGHTION WHO 

FELL IN THE CAUSE OF LIBERTY

Right side:

AND TO RECORD THE NAMES OF THEIR COMRADES                                                                            

WHO SERVED IN THE GREAT WAR



To the Memory of the Men of Halton and Aughton  who 

gave their

Lives for King and Country in the Great War 

Reveille – Lancaster Military Heritage Group



“They passed from sight by the 

path of duty. 

Pray for their Souls.”

Halton War Memorial



War Memorial on North Wall, Halton.

They passed from sight by the path of duty. Pray for their Souls.

1914 - 1918

Robert Aldren Richard Johnston

James Angus Henry Kellett

Thomas Burrow Alfred Lambert

Edward Cadman DSO George Lowther

William Dawson William Lupton

Robert Dodgson Alick Nixon

Arthur Green Arthur Preston

Herbert Hastings Thomas Lancelot Sanderson (Cadet)

John Hayton *   Robert Walker

Henry Huyton Thomas Walling                                             

John Huyton Wilfred Willis

Walter Jacques      William Wilson

John Johnston Thomas Woodhouse

*John Hayton’s name appears in the War Memorial Club Remembrance Book,                                                   

but not on the War Memorial itself.



The Halton Memorial Social Club holds records of the 

names of men who died in WW1, together with those Halton 

men who also enlisted and came home again. It does not say 

how many men returned wounded, physically impaired or 

mentally affected by their war service. 

The total listed number given is 108 men.



Context: 

The first day of the Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916, remains the 

worst day in British military history, with British forces suffering around 

57,000 casualties in just one day of fighting, 19,240 of these were fatalities.



The First British soldier to be killed in WW1:

Private John Parr was killed on 21st August 1914 while on patrol on the outskirts of Mons, 

Belgium. He was a reconnaissance cyclist in the 4th Battalion of the Middlesex regiment. He 

enlisted in 1912, giving his age as 17. In fact he was much younger.

He was the first British soldier to be killed in WW1. Aged 15/16, clearly lying about his age on 

enlistment as many young men did in their eagerness to take part.

He is buried in St. Symphorien Military Cemetery, Mons, Belgium.



The Last British soldier to be killed WW1:

That was the fate of Private George Edwin Ellison from Leeds, who was the last British 

soldier to be killed in World War One. Pte. Ellison died just hours before the war ended on 

the morning of 11th November 1918. He was killed at about 09:30, by a German sniper, 

while patrolling in woods near the Belgian town of Mons. He was 40 years of age.

By pure coincidence just 15ft separates the 2 casualties in St. Symphorien Military 

Cemetery, Mons.



The Final Day of WW1:

The Great War was bloodiest of conflicts and death continued until seconds 

before the Armistice came into force.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s records reveal more than 

860 servicemen and women from across Britain and the former Empire died on 

11th November 1918, the day the fighting on the Western Front came to an end.

Estimates for the total number killed on the final day of war suggest 10,900 

were killed, many of them Americans under General John Pershing, who was 

bent on continuing the fighting until the last second before Armistice. 



“But let my death be memoried on this disc. Wear it, 

sweet friend. Inscribe no date nor deed. But let thy 

heart-beat kiss it night and day, Until the name grow 

vague and wear away.”

Lt. Wilfred Edward Salter Owen. WW1 Poet.

KIA 4th November 1918, France. Aged 18







Scholars at Halton National School 1894/95

A poignant and significant photograph. At the outbreak of war in 1914, these boys 

were eligible for military service. Tom Teasdale is far left; a former pupil, now a  

probationary teacher. No other names given.  Ref: Bill Hosfield.





Private 24800 Robert Aldren

7th Batt. King’s Own Royal Regiment

Died of Wounds 20th September 1917

Buried at Bus House Cemetery                               

near Ypres, Belgium

Aged 24



Robert Aldren

1893 -1917



Robert Aldren - Personal Life:

Robert was born to Moses Aldren (b. 1843) and Phoebe Roberts (b. 1850). They were both born in Halton. The family 

home was Miller’s Farm, Halton. (Miller is spelt Millar in the Army Papers.)

There were 8 children born to the couple:

Mary Agnes 1876 – 1957

Thomas 1878 – 1934

Betsy         1880 – 1959

Richard 1882 – 1953

William 1883 – 1962

Margaret 1887 – 1957

Myles 1890 – 1976

Robert 1893 – 1917

Robert attended Halton National School in the village.

Moses died in 1905, aged 62. Responsibility passed then to his widow, Phoebe. 

Most of the family seem to be engaged on the dairy farm except Betsy, who worked as a Cotton Weaver.  In 1911 Myles is a 

Sweet Shopkeeper and Richard a Domestic Chauffer. 

At the outbreak of war, Agriculture was a Reserved Occupation, with few being called up for military service as food 

supply was vital. However, the Government changed the rules in 1915 with the fortunes of war proving difficult with the loss of 

men and battle setbacks. More men were needed on the front and agricultural workers were ordered to enlist. Although farm 

employers appealed the order, most were rejected. 

In 1916 Robert was 23 years old and Enlisted into the army in Lancaster, with the King’s Own Royal Regiment. 

There is no military evidence to suggest that other brothers were called up.



The original wooden cross marking the grave 

of Robert Aldren. It may be taken at Bus 

House Cemetery or a temporary burial plot. It 

is not known who took the photograph.



Private 24800 7th Batt. Royal Lancaster Regiment

Showing his Grave in Bus House Cemetery, near 

Ypres, Belgium.

His mother’s chosen inscription is clearly seen:

“PEACE, PERFECT, PEACE”

Ref: TWGPP 

Enlargement of the IWGC Inscription 

of Robert Aldren’s Grave



Signs to Ypres Salient Cemeteries



Bus House Cemetery showing the Grave of Pte. Robert Aldren.                             

Row 1. Grave 8. CWGC Image.



Bus House Cemetery. CWGC Image



The approximate position of Pte. Robert 

Aldren’s Grave in Bus House Cemetery, 

Ypres. It takes its name given by British 

troops at the time after a nearby farm house.

There are 209 WW1 casualties buried here.



IWGC Register Index of Graves 

showing entry for Robert Aldren at 

Bus Stop Cemetery.



Memorial Plaque in the United Reform Church, Halton

Photograph taken by Barbara Wilkinson





Private James Dowbiggin Angus –

2nd Batt. Royal Scots

Born in Halton in 1893

Died 6th October 1918 in France                           

Aged 25

Commemorated at Vin-en-Artois 

Memorial Cemetery, Harcourt,                            

Pas de Calais.



Private 26260 James 

Dowbiggin Angus –

Royal Scots



Pie Nanny, Halton. The home of James Dowbiggin Angus upon enlistment. The centre of 

the building dates back to Elizabeth I Era. 



Life Story - Part 1:

Dowbiggin is Lake District name.

James was born to John, an Oilcloth Foreman and Jane Angus at Pye Nanny, 

Foundry Lane in Halton in July 1893. John was born in Manchester in 1868 and 

Jane in Halton in 1869. James attended Slyne and Bowerham Schools. In 1901 the 

family are to be found living on High Road, Halton and it would appear next door 

to John’s younger brother, Arthur and his wife, Mary.

James enlisted into the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 2nd Battalion in 

Kendal on 19th July 1915 as Private 262620 aged 22. He had previously served 

with the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 32757 and North Staffordshire 

Regiment 24982.

James married Nora Crossfield in October 1917 in Halton. She was born in 

Halton in 1896 and in 1911 was living at 40 Kirkby Terrace, with her widowed 

mother, Mary.  At the time Nora, now aged 15, was an apprentice Dress Maker 

following her mother’s footsteps.



Life Story Part 2:

In the Arras area of war, the Germans were overwhelmed with prisoners during the spring 

offensive in March 1918. Conditions for Allied prisoners varied markedly depending on the camp, its 

location and its administration. Some prisoners were treated in an appalling manner; forced labour in 

support of the German war effort, pitiful rations, confinement and intimidation. Many died in captivity.

A notorious German camp was at Lille, Pas de Calais. It was compared to the Black Hole in Calcutta in 

India, 1756, where 146 British prisoners suffocated to death. In Lille, 110 Allied prisoners died when 

confined to a room measuring just 20’x15’.  James Angus was certainly confined here at some point and 

died of pneumonia on 8th October 1918. A fellow soldier met his widow, Nora, to inform her of this. 

However, the place of his death is a mystery. Captain Cockerill informed her that James Angus was 

buried at Vin-en-Artois Cemetery.*

His sister-in-law, Mary, made desperate enquiries which led her to visit the Citadel prisoner of war 

camp in Lille. However, the lack of any German records at the time frustrated her attempts to discover 

the truth about what became of her son. 

What is certain is that James Angus died whilst a German prisoner on 6th October 1918, but his 

body was never found. The CGWC name him on the Vin-en-Artois Memorial, one of 9847 soldiers with 

no known grave. The memorial at Edinburgh Castle erroneously lists James Angus as having died in 

action; he died whilst a prisoner of war. James was 25 years of age.

James’ widow, Nora, married Hubert Leach from Halton in October 1929. The 1939 Census register 

shows them to be living at Runswick, Kirkby Terrace, Halton. Hubert is Senior Production Clerk in a 

Lino Works whilst Nora is involved in domestic duties.

*This does not mean James is buried here, but remembered and commemorated.



The Germans occupied Lille in 1914 and commanded the best, imposing buildings to 

form both their civil and military administration of the city. The Citadel (above) in the 

centre formed a prisoner of war camp which had a reputation for its harsh treatment. On 

an almost daily basis allied prisoners were marched through the city to the Citadel by the 

Landsturm (Home Guard) to undermine the French civilians and boost the morale of the 

Germans. Civilians were forbidden to speak to the prisoners or showing them any form 

of sympathy.



The Citadel in Lille – Contemporary Testimonials: (1)

The following comes from the private diary of 6553 Pte Claude Robert Marsh 

of the 16th Battalion AIF who was one of many captured at 1st Bullecourt on 

April 11th 1917:

After detraining they were paraded through the streets to a set of barracks 

(which they knew as Fort MacDonald) with cold floors that were wet. No blankets 

were provided, and they remained locked up there all of the next day, and again 

on Wednesday 18th April. During this time they were half starved, receiving only 

one slice of bread each day. Claude's diary is illustrative of the conditions:

“The Fort is partly underground. 110 men in a room about 20 ft x 50 ft with 

three small windows at one end; big barrel at one end the only toilet. It filled and 

overflowed on the floor. Was given cold coffee and pigwash soup of old mangols 

and swedes. Slept on old stone floor huddled together to try and keep warm. Was 

shut up for a week, only allowed out twice for about 5 minutes for fresh air.”



Testimonials Part 2

5451 Pte John Francis Ullyott (16th Bn AIF) in his POW debrief 

commenting on his capture and subsequent treatment said that they 

were locked up in Fort Macdonald after being paraded through the 

town. Here he was one of 105 men crowded into one cell where they 

received very little food. The daily meal comprising one slice of black 

bread, two drinks of coffee, and about a gill of soup. The soup being 

water that dried vegetables had been boiled in to rehydrate them.

Interview with Private Fred Williams who was with the 12th 

Gloucester's when captured on May 8th 1917. After about a week 

working behind the lines, he with others was transferred to Lille and 

marched through the town. At Fort Macdonald they were informed it 

was a retaliation camp and kept 50 to a room with only one skylight and 

a water butt in the middle of the concrete floor. Food was one bowl of 

soup and a slice of bread. They were kept like this for 12 days, and on 

being let out many collapsed and their tongues were swollen from lack of 

water. 

He was then transferred to a registered camp at Dulmen.



Vis-en-Artois Memorial

Commonwealth War Graves Commission:

To the Glory of God and to the memory of 9,843 officers and men of the forces of Great 

Britain, Ireland and South Africa who fell during the Advance to Victory in Artois and 

Picardy whose names are here recorded, but to whom the fortune of war denied the known 

and honoured burial given to their comrades in death.

They were killed during the Advance to Victory, from 8th August 1918 to the Armistice (11th 

November 1918). The area of the frontline covered is described as, “In Picardy and Artois, 

between the Somme and Loos.” Canadian, Australian and New Zealand forces that fell during 

this period and were not found, are commemorated elsewhere on other memorials to the 

missing. 

The memorial has a screen wall in three parts on which are carved the names of the 

missing listed by regiment. The central screen is flanked by 70-foot high columns, with a Stone 

of Remembrance at centre. The carvings include one representing St George and the Dragon. 

The memorial was designed by the architect J. R. Truelove, with sculpture by Ernest Gillick.

A sculpted relief of St. George and the Dragon is located on the wall behind the Stone of 

Remembrance.



Registry Index at Vis-en-Artois Memorial Panel 3, showing Pte. 26260 2nd 

Battalion, Royal Scots James Dowbiggin Angus. Died 6th October 1918. Aged 25.                                                

Died as a Prisoner of War of pneumonia.

Son of John and Jane Angus and husband of Nora Angus.



Vin-en Artois Cemetery and Mémorial, Pas-de Calais 





Memorial Plaque in the United Reform Church, Halton.

Photograph taken by Barbara Wilkinson



Poppy Art showing James Dowbiggin 

Angus. 

Now in the Old School House Garden, 

High Road, home of Barbara Wilkinson

Lancaster and Morecambe College





L/Cpl. 1512 Thomas Burrow.

Son of Edward and Sarah Alice Burrow.

King’s Own Royal Regiment.

1896 – 1915.

KIA with British Expeditionary Force, 

Ypres.  

23rd April 1915 Aged 19.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres, 

Belgium.



Background History of the Burrow Family and the Military history of their eldest son Thomas, KIA 

aged 19:

The lineage of the Burrows Family is closely linked with the Angus Family, both lines having 

strong associations with Halton, Lancaster. **

` **Sarah Alice Angus was born on 17th February 1876 in Lancaster, to Margaret Lowther, age 

38, and William Angus, age 39. In 1881 Sarah was living in Lancaster, but is in Halton by 1891.

Edward Burrow (1873 – 1937) married Sarah Alice Angus (1876 – 1959) in Halton on 19th 

October 1893. Sarah was 17 years old.

They had 16 children in 24 years. Sarah (Alice) died in 1959 at the age of 83.



Synopsis Part 1: 

Henry Burrow, son of John and Mary Burrow, was baptised at St Wilfrid’s Parish 

Church, Halton on 7th August 1842.  John was a farmer. On 16th June 1864, Henry 

married Ellen Blackow, born 1843, at St. Peter’s Heysham. She was 24. 

The family home was in High Road, Halton. They had 3 children by 1871; James, 

Mary and Helena.

In 1881 the family are still in High Road, Halton. Henry is 38 and General labourer. 

James and Mary are workers in the Cotton Mills. Helena is at school. However, there 

are 4 more children: - Edward aged 8, born 1873 and will marry into the Angus 

family in later years, William aged 6, Clara aged 4 and Henry H aged 1.

Ten years later, the Burrow family are living in Halton Green. Edward, the family 

head is now an Oil Cloth Worker. Edward and William are Paint Work Labourers, 

Helena and Clara are Cotton Weavers. 

There is another child born in 1882, Ethel.



Synopsis Part 2:

1901 is the next generation with a new line, new home and children. 

Edward Burrow is now 28, a Yarn Layer and married to Sarah Alice Angus, 

17, daughter of William and Margaret Angus, nee Lowther. They married on 

19th October 1893 at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton. The family home is 

Kirkby Terrace, Halton. The Census shows they have 5 children: - Thomas 5, 

Elsie 4, Clara 2, Henry 1, and Ella 3 months. All children are Halton born. 

The 1911 Census is confusing with incorrect names and dates. Edward is 

33 and still a Cotton Layer, but his wife is given as Jane, instead of Sarah 

Alice. The length of marriage is also wrong. The 1911 census reflects the 

corrections. Thomas 15, is a Cotton Twister, Elsie 14, a Weaver, Mary 9, Ethel 

7, Edward 5, Alice 3 and Margaret 7 months. 

In just four years’ time, Thomas will be a member of the British Army, 

newly arrived in France at the beginning of the 2nd Battle of Ypres, April 

1915. He was to be KIA, after just 8 days active service.



Thomas Burrow Military History:

The outbreak of WW1 was 4th August 1914. Thomas enlisted 

with The King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment as Private 1512, 

1/5th Batt. Records show that he enlisted at an early date, as his 

Regimental No. is so low. 

The Battalion Diaries clearly show the preparations for France 

on 14th February 1915 when 3 trains leave Sevenoaks, Kent for 

Southampton, and arriving the next day, 15th February, in Le 

Havre, France.

(Battalion Diaries which show the move to the strategic town of 

Ypres to join the 2nd Battle of Ypres 21st March 1915 – 25th May 

1915.) 



Gas! Gas! Gas! Ypres April 1915 The first use of gas.                              

The same time as Thomas Burrow arrived in France.



The Daily Mail (April 1915):

“Dusk was falling when from the German trenches in front of the 

French line rose that strange green cloud of death. The light north-

easterly breeze wafted it toward them, and in a moment death had them 

by the throat. One cannot blame them that they broke and fled. In the 

gathering dark of that awful night, they fought with the terror, running 

blindly in the gas-cloud, and dropping with breasts heaving in agony and 

the slow poison of suffocation mantling their dark faces. Hundreds of 

them fell and died; others lay helpless, froth upon their agonized lips and 

their racked bodies powerfully sick, with tearing nausea at short intervals. 

They too would die later – a slow and lingering death of agony 

unspeakable. The whole air was tainted with the acrid smell of chlorine 

that caught at the back of men's throats and filled their mouths with its 

metallic taste.”  

Captain Alfred Oliver Pollard, The Memoirs of a VC (1932)



KORR Diary Entry for 23rd April 1915 - PART 1:

“The King's Own War Diary, held in the King's Own Museum, gives the following details 

about the battle and the part 5 King's Own played in it. Their orders for the 23rd April 1915 

stated that, “5th King's Own Royal Lancaster, less one company, will follow the attack in reserve 

moving with its left on the PILCKEM-YPRES road. The Battalion will move on a front of 500 

yards.”

The Diary continues “At 5pm the Battalion moved for attack-"C" Company leading. As 

they deployed, they were met with heavy shellfire. Immediately they reached their position they 

came under machine-gun fire and rifle fire from the front and both flanks. Casualties were 

numerous from the outset.

The advance was carried out in perfect order, every man pressing forward to the objective. 

On coming in line with the troops of the attack, they were held up for lack of support. A halt was 

made and each man selected or made for himself cover. Later it was deemed advisable to fall 

back 1/200 yards and dig in a new line. “A” Coy and a platoon of “D” Coy taking this duty whilst 

the remainder of the Battalion fell back to its position prior to the commencement of the attack.”



KORR Diary Entry for 23rd April 1915 – PART 2:

Casualties were recorded as; Officers, 1 killed and two died of wounds. Other Ranks: - 36 

Killed. Wounded: - 3 Officers and 144 Other Ranks. Missing; - 21 Other Ranks.

It was during this operation that Halton lost three of its sons. By some irony the 23rd April, St 

George's Day, is a day that the Regiment has traditionally celebrated.

Whilst it is not clear about how Thomas Burrows died; it is highly probable that it involved gas.  

The effect was slow and men often wandered away from the lines to be found slumped in groups 

together. Gas gathered in trenches and men struggled to get into open fields up to half a mile distant.

The body of L/Cpl. 1512 Tomas Burrow was never found and he is commemorated in the Menin 

Gate, Ypres (Now Leper.) Panel 12.



Index of Names on Menin Gate, 

Ypres showing L/Cpl. Thomas 

Burrow. KORR                  

Died 23rd April 1915. Aged 19



Panel 12, Menin Gate. 



Ground Floor Plan of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres. Panel 12, where                          

Thomas Burrow is commemorated. (CWGC)



The Menin Gate, Belgium, is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 

cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the salient stretched from 

Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in 

area and shape throughout the war. The names of 54,393 fallen are remembered here on the 

panels including  Halton men, Henry Huyton, Thomas Burrow and John Septimus Johnston.



The Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. (Photograph by Trevor 2018)



Trevor (left) with Brian Holmes laying 

a wreath at the Menin Gate                                                      

to the Fallen Men of Halton                        

17th April 2018. 

Our faces reflect the solemnity of this 

very moving experience.



Memorial Plaque in the United Reform Church, Halton

Photograph taken by Barbara Wilkinson



Lancaster Observer 14th May 1915:

At Halton on Sunday evening a memorial service was held for 

three Halton young men: -

L/ Cop T Burrow and Ptes Henry Hayton and J Johnston, of the 

King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment who fell in the fighting of 

April 23rd, was held at Halton Congregational Chapel.

An appropriate service was preached by Mr. A. E. Wilkinson of 

Lancaster. Suitable songs were sung and the solo "Goodnight 

beloved" L /Corporal Burrow’s favourite was sung by Mr. J 

Crossfield. A large congregation included members of the Halton 

Home Defence League in charge of Mr. T Gibson. Flowers were 

sent.



The solo sung by Mr. J. Crossfield: 

“Goodnight, goodnight beloved mine!

Goodnight sleep well, my dear. (2x)

May cherubim and seraphim watch over you and hover 

near.

Goodnight, goodnight beloved mine!

Goodnight sleep well, my dear!”

Henry Wordsworth Longfellow 1855





Lt. Col. Edward Cadman-Cadman DSO.

1875 – 1918 

Husband of Winifred, nee Sharp of Mayo House, Lancaster.

5th Batt. Royal Lancaster Regiment.                                                                                          

He also commanded the 10th Batt. Cheshire Regiment and latterly commanded  the 

2nd/8th Batt. Royal Warwickshire Regiment 1916 – 1918 when he was KIA                                                 

on 27th May 1918, aged 43.

Commemorated in Soissons Memorial, 

Department of de L’Asine, Picardie, France.

(3917 commemorated here.)

Memorial ID 56064713



In the 1901 Census, Edward Cadman is shown as being born in York and a Land Agent aged 24 and 

his wife, Winifred, (nee Sharpe) aged 26. In fact, Edward was baptised in Heslington, York on 27th 

August 1876. Edward was the son of William John Smelter Cadman and his wife, Alice. (Also shown as 

Smelke Cadman in the marriage details.) 

In the 1871 Census they were living at Mill Field House, Hull Road, York. William is a Barrister in 

Law in Practice. There are 3 children, siblings to Edward; Margaret born 1869, Edith born 1870 and 

Philip born 1871, aged 5 months. The family had 5 servants including a Groom. Edward was yet born.

Edward Cadman-Cadman married Winifred Sharpe in Halton St.Wilfirid’s Parish Parish Church 

on 10th October1900. In 1901 they are living with her parents Edward Sharpe, aged 53, a Cotton 

Manufacturer** and an employer, and his wife, Alice, aged 49. 



Repton School, Derby, War Memorial. Lt. Col. Edward Cadman-Cadman’s name is inscribed on its 

base. (See next slide.)



Repton School War Memorial. Edward 

Cadman-Cadman was a pupil here. 

Public Schools were rich grounds for 

privileged young men seeking career lives in 

the army as officers. 

This accounts for his enlistment and officer 

status prior to WW1.





Memorial at Soissons Memorial. 3,917 are commemorated here.



Panel List Stone No. 3 B at Soissant Memorial, 

Picardie, France.  

Showing Lt. Col. Edward Cadman-Cadman



Grave Registry Index for Soissons Memorial

showing Lt. Col. Edward Caman-Cadman.                                                                                           

His former wife has remarried and is now 

Winifred Mannix



Panel 3 B showing the Commemoration 

of                                                                                                                           

Lt. Col. Cadman – Cadman DSO.

The Distinguished Service Order was 

awarded posthumously.



The route march, 5th Battalion, Denbigh Camp, 1913.  

On horseback left to right: Major John Henry Bates and Major Robinson (Fleetwood). 

Walking left to right: Sergeant Instructor Brown and Captain Edward Cadman-

Cadman.

Accession Number: KO0104/32





Captain Edward Cadman-Cadman seated left with men of the 

Band, 5th Battalion, King's Own, Denbigh Camp, 1913.



Officers of 5th Batt. Capt. Cadman 2nd Left seated. Denbigh Annual  Camp August 1913.



Lois Sharpe with a horse thought to be “Miss Jones.”                                                                                  

The following report is taken from the Morecambe visitor 16th July 2014. Edited.



A Halton horse called “Miss Jones” was pressed into service on the battlefields of the First World War. 

She was the mount of Lieutenant Colonel Edward Cadman, a decorated soldier who was killed in action in 

May 1918.

As the war still raged, Cadman’s father-in-law, Edmund Sharpe of Halton Hall, began his campaign 

to bring “Miss Jones” back home to his daughter.

The Army at first told him they would have trouble finding the horse. But despite the obstacles and 

difficulties, Sharpe was not to be denied and after several months, “Miss Jones” returned home via 

Lancaster Railway Station to be reunited with Lois.

Lois Sharpe, who lived until she was about 97, was in her 20s when Miss Jones went off to war.

Her grandson James Unett, ironically a racehorse trainer said, “The story was that granny had had 

this horse and it was either requisitioned or donated to the Army, and went to France as the charger of 

Cadman, who was killed in action.

My great-grandfather had to buy it back from the War Office.

James doesn’t know if Lt. Col. Cadman was riding “Miss Jones” when he died. Information on the 

internet talks of him being killed when he was machine-gunned by an aircraft. He originally was in the 5th 

King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) but at the time of his death was commanding the 10th Battalion 

of the Cheshire Regiment.



“You would think it was a one in a million chance of getting the horse back,” he said, “but my 

great-grandfather seemed very resilient and kept plugging away.

An August 1918 letter to Sharpe from the War Office reads: “I am directed to inform you 

that the original purchase of the horse ridden by the late Colonel Cadman cannot be traced”. 

“I am to add that since the application was received it has been decided for veterinary 

reasons that no horses are to be returned to this country from France, unless first subjected to 

four months’ quarantine, and in these circumstances it is regretted that the repurchase of the 

animal cannot be sanctioned.”

But the Army gave way, and after a period of four months quarantine in France, Miss Jones 

arrived at the remount depot at Swaythling, near Southampton, on November 17th 1918. 

She was valued at £25 and on receipt of Sharpe’s cheque, plus carriage costs of £3.13s.3d., the 

mare was sent on her way, arriving at Lancaster railway station on December 10th 1918, where 

there was no doubt an emotional reunion of the horse with the Sharpe family.

James said, “It’s nice that there was a happy ending to the story.”



Halton Hall looking over the River Lune from the south side. 

Home of the Sharpe family and Edward Cadman-Cadman.



The Sharpe Family at Halton Hall: Standing L to R: Marjory, Lois** Wilfrid, and Barbara.

Seated L to R: Gerald, Dorothy, Mr. Edmund Sharpe, Mrs. Alice Sharpe, Ella, and Winifred, who 

married Edward Cadman-Cadman.

**Note: it was Lois, Edward’s sister-in-law, who arranged for his horse, “Miss Jones,” to be returned 

to Halton from France (See later text for details.)

Ref: - “A Look at Old Halton” - Bill Hosfield (Inner cover)



Mayo House at the corner of Dallas Road and Meeting House Lane in Lancaster. The home of 

Edward Cadman-Cadman and his wife, Winifred. It later became the home of Patrick Mannix 

and Winifred Cadman (widow) after their marriage in Liverpool in 1919 

A substantial and comfortable home for the time, very close to the City Centre. Now a Dental 

Practice. Photograph taken August 2019



Lt. Colonel Edward Cadman-Cadman left £3,436.6s.6d to his widow, Winifred, in 

a Probate proved in Lancaster 1918. The Medal of Sacrifice (or Dead Man’s 

Penny) was sent to the newly married Winifred Mannix, nee Cadman.







Private 40417 Harry Walmsley Dawson                                                                          

2/3rd Batt. Loyal Royal Lancaster Regiment  

Also served with The Royal Military Police (Foot Soldier 1723)

Born 1891 in Arnside, Westmorland                                                           

Son of Thomas Dawson (1841 – 1921) and                                                           

Margaret Mary Parker (1844 – 1930)

Married Sarah Bateman 27th July 1918 in Carnforth, Lancashire                          

KIA Pas-de-Calais, France - August 1918. Aged 27 

Re-interred in the Cemetery of Ecoust-St-Mein, near Arras, Pas de Calais

Plot VI Row G 10



The Dawson Family Background and Military History of Harry Walmsley Dawson:

Thomas Dawson (1810 -1892), was born in Priest Hutton, Westmorland. He 

married Martha Walmsley (1810 - 1882), born in Pilling, Lancashire. They married in 

St. Cuthbert’s, Over Kellett, Lancashire on 28th February 1831.

Harry was given his grandmother’s surname in his full name i.e. Harry Walmsley 

Dawson. They had a son, Thomas b.1841 in Yealand, Warton, near Carnforth.

Thomas Dawson 1841 - 1921, born in Yealand Conyers, N. Lancashire, married 

Margaret Mary Parker 1844 - 1930, born in Farlton, Preston Patrick, Westmorland. 

Their wedding took place in in Hutton Roof, Westmorland on 17th April 1864.



Most Children were born in Preston Patrick, Westmorland. 

Children: -

Martha Alice 1865 – 1937, Hannah 1867 – 1922, Thomas 1870 – 1944,

Elizabeth Mary 1872 – 1922, Joseph 1874 – 1929, Edith Anne 1875 – 1944,

Eleanor 1876, John William 1881 – 1944, Robert Gaskill 1884 – 1961,

Harry Walmsley 1890 – 1918. Born Arnside, Westmorland.                                                           

(Baptised on12th February 1890 in Arnside.) 



Carnforth was an important town and a centre for the NWR having repair 

and coach facilities to support the important rail development along the west coast. 

A number of local families had workers there, including the Dawson family –

stokers, firemen, etc.

Harry Dawson was the last born of 10 children in Arnside, Westmorland in 

February 1890. Harry served as a Policeman in Lancaster then enlisted with the 

Military Police as a Foot Soldier, Private1723 in 1915, in Lancaster. At the time he 

was living with his mother at 88 Addlecroft, Scotforth, Lancaster.

He served 4 months at home, then was posted to France where he served for 3 years 

and 10 months and with the Loyal North Royal Lancaster Regiment as Private 

40417 2/3 Batt. Territorial Force.

He was home on leave in July 1918 as he married Sarah Margaret Bateman 

b.1891 in Carnforth to John and Alice. They married at Christ Church Parish 

Church, Carnforth on 27th July 1918. 

He was married just 34 days.



Christ Church Parish Church, Carnforth, where Harry Walmsley Dawson                                                          

Married Sarah (Margaret) Bateman on 27th July 1918



Forward Field Dressing Station at Ecoust-St. Mein. Pas-de-Calais (IWM)



Harry was KIA on 29th August 1918 in the Pas-de-

Calais Department, Somme. His body may have been buried 

in L’Homme Mort Cemetery No.2, Ecoust-St-Mein, but was 

one of 19 casualties later re-interred by the IWGC at H.A.C. 

Cemetery Ecoust-St.-Mein, a separate, larger Cemetery. 

Private 40417 Harry Walmsley Dawson is buried in 

Plot VI Row G, Grave 10. 

The Cemetery is located 10 miles south east of Arras. 

There are nearly 2,000 soldiers buried here, many unknown.



830 Casualties                                                                                                               

The Grave of Private  

40417 Harry Walmsley Dawson                  

Grave VI G 10 is arrowed





IWGC Entries of Personal or Family 

Inscriptions. 

Sadly, there is no entry for Pte. H. W. 

Dawson.

It may be correspondence was lost or 

Sarah Dawson could not bring herself 

to write words expressing her loss.



IWGC Headstone Inscriptions 

showing Private 40417 H.W. 

Dawson,



Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials 10 Casualties) for W.H. Dawson



Index Entry in Cemetery Book 

for Private 40417 H.W. 

Dawson.

Plot VI, Row G, Grave 10



IWGC Cemetery Grave 

Registration Form showing 

Private 40417 H.W. Dawson 

VI G 10



Attestation showing Private 40417 

Harry Walmsley as a Policeman. 

This refers to his time in 1915 when he 

served with the Royal Military Police 

No. 1723, as a Foot Soldier in 

Aldershot, prior to Posting in France

This Regimental Number supersedes 

his previous old number on 

enlistment.

Ref: Burned Papers



Information regarding Transfer and 

Postings for a new Recruit.

Ref: Burned Papers.



Recruit Information given shows 

Private Harry Dawson had been 

in Aldershot in 1915. 

He gives his father as Next of 

kin,

Ref: Burned Papers



Soldier Effects showing Pte. 40417 

Henry Walmsley Dawson KORR. 

His widow, Sarah, received £11.2s.d. 

Gratuity. 

Dated and sent 6th January 1929 as 

“Assumed Missing.”



Medal Rolls for Private 40417 Harry Walmsley Dawson - War and Victory Medals Awarded



H.A.C. Cemetery Ecoust, Mein, Pas-de-Calais (TWGPP) 1



H.A.C. Cemetery Ecoust, Mein, Pas-de-Calais (TWGPP) 2







Private 3958 Thomas Robert Dodgson of                                       

1st/5th Battalion King’s Own Royal Regiment. 



Thomas Robert Dodgson – known as Robert 

Born 1890 and Died 27th June 1916, France.

Son of Margaret Annie Dodgson. Father unknown. Brought up by Harry and Maggie 

Bainbridge, his birth mother, of Claughton, near Lancaster.

Lived in the Manor House, above Farleton, Roubendale in Beckbottom, near 

Hornby, Lancaster. Married Annie  Broe, born in Salford, in 1914 in Lancaster. A son 

Leonard Gibson was born in April 1916 and died in May 2006, aged 91.

Enlisted into the King’s Own Royal Regiment in December 1915 as Private 3958 of 

1st/5th Battalion.

Died of Wounds in Casualty Clearing Station 37, near Arras on 21st June 1916. aged 

25. Records show “Died of wounds in the field.”

Buried in Le-Conte Cemetery Extension, Pas-de-Calais, France.



Manor House built on a truly commanding position above Farleton, near Hornby. 

It is an almost solitary building with spectacular rural views over the Lune Valley 

to Cumbria. The home of Simon Dodgson, Farmer, together with Robert, Frank, 

both now aged 21, Nancy and Grace in the 1911 Census. It is where Robert left 

home for the Army and Western Front in 1915.

Photograph taken August 2019 with permission of the present tenants. 



45 Westham Street, Primrose Hill, Lancaster -

the cottage to the right in the picture. The home of 

Robert Dodgson’s mother, Maggie Rogerson, (later 

Bainbridge) when she received the news about the 

death of her son in France in June 1916.

Annie had 15 children in all, but Robert was 

the first born in Hornby to a father unknown. She 

died in Caton in 1941.

Robert’s name does not appear on the village 

War Memorial there, but in Halton.

Photograph taken August 2019



Military Life:

Robert enlisted into the King’s Own Royal Regiment in December 1915 as 

Private 3958 of 1st/5th Battalion.  His Attestation Papers show he was enlisted 

by L/Cpl. E. L. Bennett, probably at Phoenix Street Depot, Lancaster or 

Bowerham Barracks, Lancaster.  

His first 4 months of Army life was spent in shortened training; such was 

the need for new soldiers on the battlefields. Robert was a sniper, but ironically 

was to die of wounds inflicted by an enemy sniper to his head after just 3 

months in the trenches and succumbed on Wednesday, 21st June 1916.

The authorities at a Casualty Clearing Station in the Arras sector sent a 

telegram on 17th June 1916 to his wife informing her that Robert that relatives 

be informed that Robert was one of 3 Kings men who had died at No. 37 

Casualty Clearing Station, France. 



Image of 37th Casualty Clearing Station Avesnes, near Arras



The authorities at a Casualty Clearing Station in the Arras sector sent a telegram on 

17th June 1916 to his wife informing her that Robert that relatives be informed that 

Robert was one of 3 Kings men who had died at No. 37 Casualty Clearing Station, 

France. 

Also included in Robert’s papers is a remarkable list of his personal effects 

which were returned to his widow, Annie Dodgson at 45 Westham Street, Lancaster 

in January 1917. This brings home the reality of his loss to his widow and son.

All Robert’s extensive papers remarkably survived the Army Records bombing 

in Arnside Street, London in 1940. His “Burned Papers” are shown here.

Robert’s Personal Effects record show an award of £2.1s.9d to his widow of 

owed back pay.

Robert’s Probate was proved in Lancaster in September 1916 and awarded 

Annie £161. 7s. 8d. (The entry gives his death as 24th June 1916.) 



The CCS was the first large, well-equipped and static medical facility that the 

wounded man would visit. Its role was to retain all serious cases that were unfit for 

further travel; to treat and return slight cases to their unit; and evacuate all others to 

Base Hospitals. 

It was often a tented camp, although when possible the accommodation would be in 

huts. CCS’s were often grouped into clusters of two or three in a small area, usually a few 

miles behind the lines and on a railway line. A typical CCS could hold 1,000 casualties at 

any time, and each would admit 15-300 cases, in rotation.

At peak times of battle, even the CCS’s were overflowing. Serious operations such as 

limb amputations were carried out here. Some CCS’s were specialist units, for nervous 

disorders, skin diseases, infectious diseases, certain types of wounds, etc. CCS’s did not 

move location very often, and the transport infrastructure of railways usually dictated 

their location. Most evacuated casualties came away from the CCS by rail, although 

motor ambulances and canal barges also carried casualties to Base Hospitals, or directly 

to a port of embarkation if the man had been identified as a “Blighty” case. 

“Blighty” was a one way ticket back home to England.

Avesnes CCS was there 1st April 1916 to 15th July 1916



CWGC:

Avesnes-le-Comte is a large village in the Department of the Pas-de-Calais, 

approximately 20 km west of Arras and 18 km south-east of St. Pol.

The Communal Cemetery lies on the CD8 between the road to Manin and a side road called 

“Petit chemin de Manin” on the north-west side of the village. There is an extension on the 

western side of it.

Historical Information:

The village of Avesnes-le-Comte was for some time the VI Corps headquarters. The 37th 

and 30th Casualty Clearing Stations were there from April 1916, the 42nd in June 1916, and 

the 41st in January 1917.

The communal cemetery contains 2 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 

both made in April 1916. Thereafter, burials were made in the extension, which contains 333 

graves, 4 of which are unidentified. Most of these were from the 37th CCS which stayed in 

the village until July 1917.



The IWGC “Burned Papers” - for Robert Dodgson.

These papers given an insight into Personal possessions from 

Enlistment to Casualty of War.



Attestation Form showing Robert Dodgson 

enlisting into the King’s Own Royal 

Regiment in December 1915.                                  

He also signs the Oath of Allegiance.



Form showing Dates of Service -

later used to calculate widow 

pensions.



Medical history showing height, weight and 

chest measurement and vaccination. 

20th December 1915.



Post Office Telegram to Robert’s mother, Annie from CCS 37 

stating that her son is in a dangerous condition from head 

wounds.



War Office Correspondence showing Address of Robert’s 

mother, Annie. This may be in respect of the return of 

Robert’s Personal Effects.



Inventory Receipt of Personal Effects being 

returned to Annie Dodgson: -

2 coins

Identity discs

A Manual of???

Latch box cover

Leather purse

Leather belt

Tobacco box

Tobacco pouch

Metal wrist watch

2 photos

Signed for by Annie Dodgson



Letter from the War Office dated 1st February 1917 

showing Pension award to Robert Dodgson’s widow; 

an award of £1.10s. a week.



Medal Rolls Award (1914 – 1920) for Pte. 3958 Robert Dodgson 



Imperial War Grave Commission Records - Post Casualty Burial details.



Cemetery Plan for Avesnes-de-Conte Extension.

Pte. Robert Dodgson’s Grave is marked by an 

arrow.



Inscription chosen by his widow, Annie Rogerson, now reverted back to maiden name.

“Thy Will Be Done”



IWGC Final Headstone Inscriptions Record



IWGC Grave Index:

Pte. 3958 Robert Dodgson Son of Maggie 

and Harry Bainbridge. Husband of Annie 

Dodgson of Primrose Hill, Lancaster. 

Plot II, Row A, Grave 16.



IWGC Headstone Inscription by next of Kin.

“Thy Will Be done”                                        

chosen by Annie Rogerson – widow. 

45 Westham Street, Primrose, Lancaster.



Soldier’s Effects Register.

This show payments to Robert Dodgson’s widow, now re-married, Annie Rogerson.

An award of £2.1s.9d.







Avesnes - Le - Comte Cemetery Extension. Denoting the approximate position of the grave of Robert Dodgson 1.



Avesnes-Le-Comte Cemetery Extension. Denotes approximate position of the grave of Robert Dodgson 2



Avesnes - Le - Comte Cemetery Extension. 







Private 24196 Arthur Green

(1877 -1918)

Son of Joshua and Elizabeth Green

Husband of Katie Green, nee Pitcher

Served with 1st/5th Batt. Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment

KIA 9th May 1918. Aged 40

Buried in Houchin Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France

Plot 1. Row D. Grave 26.

“UNTIL WE MET AGAIN.”



The Green Family Background:

Arthur’s parents were Joshua Green (1854 – 1930), son of Ralph 

Green. He married Elizabeth Marsden, daughter of Thomas Marsden, a 

painter. Joshua was a Coachman much of his life in Halton. He married 

Elizabeth (1851 – 1933) at St. Mary’s and St. Michael parish Church, 

Garstang, near Lancaster.

They had 7 Children: -

Arthur b. October 1877 in Garstang. KIA 9th May 1918 in France.

Edith b.1880

Bernard (1882 – 1951)

Frank b.1884

Edmund (1887 – 1956)

Sidney (1889 – 1975)

Mildred (1890 – 1945) 



Parish Church of St. Mary and St. Michael, Garstang where Joshua 

Green married Elizabeth Marsden on 19th November 1886



Marriage entry in the Parish Records of Joshua Green                  

to Elizabeth Marsden in Garstang 



Arthur was born in October 1877 in Madeley, Garstang, 

Lancashire and baptised there on 31st October 1877.

Katie Pitcher was the 2nd born of 5 children to Augustus 

Walter Pitcher b.1850 in London. In turn, he had married Ellen 

Sarah Draper b.1850 in Hanover Square, London, on 14th 

October 1843 in Bethnal Green, London.

Arthur married Katie in the Parish Church of the Holy 

Trinity, Bolton-le-Sands on 25th June 1910. Arthur’s brother, 

Bernard, was witness in the ceremony. Katie’s father is shown as a 

News Agent in the village. 

The signatures on the Marriage Certificate show fluency and 

being literate. Arthur is 32, and Katie 31.



Parish Church of the Holy Trinity, Bolton le Sands where Arthur Green married Katie 

Pitcher on 25th June 1910 

At the time, Katie was living in Hest Bank, a coastal village near Halton



Military Background: 

Arthur progressed from being a Messenger/Letter 

Carrier to become a Postman by 1901. The 1911 Census 

shows Arthur and Katie living in their married home. They 

were to have 2 children - Gladys b.19th March 1913 and 

Doris b.11th July 1914. Doris, their second baby daughter, 

would have only been 18 months old when Arthur enlisted 

on 17th December 1915 to serve as a soldier in WW1. 

His Enlistment paper show him as a Postman.



Halton Post Office where Arthur Green worked to deliver village post. 

Little had changed in 100 years. (2021)



The 1st/5th Batt. King’s Own Royal Regiment Diaries offer some possible 

evidence to the death of Private Arthur Green on 9th May 1918: -

“Weather fine, usual shelling. Information received that enemy may attack 

during the night or next morning. Battalions “stand to” all night. 2 support 

platoons of “C” Coy moved into main support line. Heavy burst of shelling 

about 8pm. 

Casualties:

Other ranks 2 killed, 4 wounded.” 

Probably Arthur Green was one of the 2 men killed that day.

A niece, Rita Jones, in Poulton-le-Fylde believes Arthur was killed by a 

German sniper whilst carrying documents.

Private 24196 Arthur Green died on Thursday, 9th May 1918, aged 40 years.



Army correspondence to Katie, now a widow, suggest that the family had moved to 

New Street, Halton, before his enlistment in 1916. However, New Street had one of the 

highest numbers of casualties. 

There was no Probate on Arthur’s death. 

The Imperial War Grave Commission Inscription Form shows the words chosen by 

Katie:

“UNTIL WE MET AGAIN.”

Katie died in the summer of 1928 in Halton, aged 49. Her 2 children had lost their 

father an now their mother.

Note: 

Had it been an Officer killed that day, his name would have been recorded in the 

Batt. Diaries.



Arthur Green’s WW1 Records

The Burned Papers



Attestation (Proof) Form signed by Arthur on 23rd June 

1916                                                                                                       

His Oath of Allegiance is signed personally



Arthur’s Personal Descriptive Report on 

Enlistment. Family is in New Street. Katie is shown 

as Next of Kin.                                                                        

Gladys and Doris, his children, are also there.



Recruiting Medical Board Report



Statement of Service Postings with King’s 

Own Royal Regiment 



Casualty Form – Active Service. Arthur departed Folkstone for Boulogne on 10th November 1916, 

after basic army training. Arrived in France the same day. Boulogne, the “Master Port” for arriving 

troops – and for those returning home on leave or to hospitals in Britain.  Etaples (The “Bull Ring”) 

nearby had a huge Military Hospital.

It seems Arthur was admitted to hospital on 23rd to 28th February 1917 for some reason not clear.



Official Army Correspondence to Katie Green. (Widow)



Letter from Katie responding to her address in Halton.



Card written by Katies Green acknowledging                                  

receipt of Arthur’s British War Medal



Letter from War Office, London 

requesting Katie’s address 

confirmation and a reference to any 

awarded medals



Statement of Service Postings with 

King’s Own Royal Regiment 2.

Casualty Record



Plan of Houchin British Cemetery,

Near Bethune, Pas de Calais

The Grave of Pte. 24196 Arthur Green 

in Plot 1, Row D, Grave 26 is arrowed

(CWGC)



Headstone of Arthur Green’s grave in Houchin 

Military Cemetery.

The Inscription chosen by Katie at the base is clear:

“UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN”

(TWGPP)



Enlarged image of Arthur’s Name

(TWGPP)



Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920 showing the award of the Victory Medal



Houchin British Cemetery 1. (742 casualties.) CWGC



Houchin British Cemetery 2. CWGC



Houchin British Cemetery 3. CWGC



Imperial War Grave Commission Records - Post Casualty Burial Details.



IWGC Grave Registration Form 

showing Pte. Arthur Green

Plot 1, Row D, Grave 26



Cemetery Index of Burials showing Pte. 

21496 Arthur Green KIA. Son of Joshua 

and Elizabeth Green. Husband of Katie 

Green of New Street, Halton, Lancaster,



IWGC Headstone Final Inscriptions 

Text



IWGC Personal Family 

Inscriptions –

“UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN” 







Captain George Herbert Hastings –

Duke of Cambridge, 1st Battalion, Middlesex Regiment

October 1880 - February 1915

Son of Samuel Herbert Hastings, Rector of St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton 

and  his wife, Sarah Louisa

Boarded at Pitt Street School, Gloucester and Aldenham School, Elstree, near 

London

Joined Militia of King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment.

Saw service in South Africa, West Indies, West Africa Gold Coast and India

Held rank of 1st Battalion Captain at Woolwich Barracks

Wounded in the trenches during the Retreat from Mons on Wednesday, 4th 

August 1915. Died the following day.

Aged 34

Buried at Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, Nord, France.  15 

miles north east of Lille

Grave IX. B. 62. 



George Herbert Hastings was born on 21st October 1880, the third son of his 

father, Samuel Herbert Hastings, who had been born in Downpatrick, Ireland 

but had become the Rector of St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church in the village of 

Halton. George was born and spent his young life in the Rectory, an imposing 

family home, on Foundry Lane. He was baptised by his father on 17th February 

1881. 

He married Sarah Louisa in October 1875 in Lancaster. George was born in 

St. Wilfrid’s House, the imposing family home and Rectory on Foundry Lane. 

He was the youngest of three sons – John Henry, William Howitt, then 

George Herbert, and was baptised by his father in Halton 17th February 1881.  

George’s older brother, John, also became a clergy member and is found in 

York, at Bishopgate Road, in the Civil parish of St. Mary’s Bishopric with St. 

Clement, Castlegate Borough in 1901. He is a Lodger, aged 24 years, and 

described as “Clergy in Holy Orders.” 

John was to benefit from George’s Probate, proved in Lancaster in 1915.



Baptism of George Herbert Hastings by his father,            

Rev. Samuel Hastings on 17th February 1881



Rev. Harold Hastings. Vicar of St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton                                            

and father to George Hastings

Rev. Harold Hastings with his wife, Sarah, seated, outside the 

Rectory





1891 Census finds George, aged 10, at Pitt Street, Gloucester. He is a 

Boarder at a school close to the Cathedral; the Kings School under the 

Headship of Canon Bernard Foster. He is one of the youngest boarders.

From here George became a pupil at Aldenham School in 

Hertfordshire in May 1894, aged 14. He remained here until July 1896. The 

records show the school’s sport related curriculum of football, cricket and 

5’s, but that George Hastings was not a particularly interested in these 

areas. It is highly probable that he enlisted from here into the army from 

Aldenham’s Officer Cadets to train as a professional soldier, aged 16.

Ref: 3rd Register 1908. P69. 4th Register 1913. P.77. “The Aldenham” 

June 1915, pp 407-418. March 1915 pp, 407-418. 

He does not appear on the 1901 Census as he was serving in the army 

abroad. 



Images of Rev. Harold Hastings MA.  Ref: Bill Hosfield

1913 Pageant 



Aldenham School



Aldenham School Memorial Library which opened in July 1924

Ref: “The Aldenham” July 1924 pp. 662-664.



Over 950 former pupils and staff of Aldenham School 

served their King and country during the Great War. 

One hundred and sixty-three paid the ultimate sacrifice

Aldenham School War Memorial to the former boys who 

died whilst serving their country.

Captain George Hastings is shown on the right side of the 

top panel of names.



Roll of Honour at Aldenham School showing Military Details of George 

Herbert Hastings

Courtesy of Aldenham School



Army Career: (Edited - IWM Non-Commercial License HV123056)

Joined 3rd Lancashire Fusiliers in May 1900 with the rank of Lieutenant and then 

Captain in May 1903.

Sailed with his new Battalion for active service in South Africa in December 1899 

and served throughout the campaign. In the latter stages he was with “Steinaecker’s 

Horse” formed in 1900 by Major von Steinaecker and based in Zululand on the 

Swaziland border of the Transval, South Africa. (Anglo Boer War Site.)

He was present at the Relief of Ladysmith, at operations in Transval, of Natal, east 

of Pretoria, in the Orange River Colony, and actions at Spion Kop, Val Kranz and 

Laing’s Nek.

He received the Queen’s Medal with five clasps and the King’s Medal with two 

clasps.

He subsequently served in the West Indies and again in South Africa. 



From 1906 to 1910 he was seconded to serve with the West African Frontier Force at 

Kumasi on the Gold Coast.  In May 1908 he had been transferred to the Middlesex Regiment, 

1st Battalion of which he joined in India on ending the West African tour of duty.

When returning to England from West Africa he was a passenger on the Elder -Dempster 

SS “Jebba,” a South African ship, when she was wrecked off the Devon coast on 18th March 

1907 in dense fog. 

Post card of the SS “Jebba” 1907



In 1911 he was appointed Adjutant of his Battalion. That same year, George Hastings 

was posted at Woolwich Barracks, London, where he holds the rank of Captain, aged 30; 

one of only 3 Captains and the youngest. (1911 Census.)  Later in the same year he was 

appointed and posted to India until the autumn. While in India, he was present at the 

Coronation for the Durbar.

In 1913 Captain Hastings was in Aden and then travelled back to join the original 

British Expeditionary Forces (BEF) for active service in World War 1, landing at Le 

Havre on Tuesday, 14th August 1914.

He was wounded in the trenches during the Retreat from Mons on Wednesday, 4th  

August 1915. The wound was to prove fatal; he had been shot through the right lung and 

died from its impact the next day in a field ambulance.

He was buried at Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, Nord, France. 

Grave IX. B. 62. 



Woolwich Barracks Sunday Parade c1900



Captain George Hastings was attached to Cambridge Barracks as an Officer



1st Battalion, Duke of Cambridge, Middlesex Regiment in WW1: (Edited.)

In the First World War, The Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s Own) formed a total 

of 49 Battalions this was mainly due to a surplus of volunteers seeking to enlist. 

The Regiment received a total of 81 battle honours,5 Victoria Crosses and lost approximately 

12,270 casualties during the course of the war. 

Middlesex Regiment during WW1: 

The 1st Battalion: 

04.08.1914 Stationed at Woolwich, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel B. E. Ward.

11.08.1914 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre as Lines of Communication Troops in 

preparation for the Expeditionary Force. 

22.08.1914 Joined the 19th Infantry Brigade forming at Valenciennes under the command of 

Major-General L. G. Drummond.



Captain George Herbert Hastings

in the England, United Grand Lodge of England Freemason Membership Registers, 1751-1921

Old Rock Lodge, James Town, St. Helena.



12.10.1914 The 19th Infantry Brigade transferred to the 6th Division. Were 

involved in action at Hooge.

31.05.1915 Transferred to the 27th Division, to add valuable experience to the 

ranks of the New Army Divisions. 

19.08.1915 Transferred to the 2nd Division to replace the 4th (Guards) Brigade. 

Were involved in action at The Battle of Loos.

25.11.1915 Transferred to the 98th Brigade, 33rd Division Battalion. Involved in 

action Battles of the Somme, Third Battles of Ypres, Battles of the Lys, Battles of the 

Hindenburg Line, Final Advance in Picardy

11.11.1918 Ended war in France at Sassegnies, S.W. of Aulnoye.



Armentieres is shown south of Ypres



1915 Armentieres





Mademoiselle from Armentieres (Part)

Melody - attr. to Glitz Rice, 1915; Seq. by Jim Sheldon

attr. to Edward Rowland, 1915 

|: Mademoiselle from Armentieres,

Parlez-vous, :|

Mademoiselle from Armentieres,

She hasn't been kissed for forty years,

Chorus:

Hinky-dinky parlez-vous. 

2. |: Oh, Mademoiselle from Armentieres,

Parlez-vous :|

She got the palm and the croix de guerre,

For washin' soldiers' underwear,

Chorus: 

3. |: The Colonel got the Croix de Guerre,

Parlez-vous :|

The Colonel got the Croix de Guerre,

The son-of-a-gun was never there!

Chorus: 



Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery Nord, History CWGC. (Edited.)

Armentieres was occupied by the 4th Division on 17th October 1914 and it 

remained within the Allied lines until its evacuation ahead of the German advance on 10 

April 1918, after a prolonged and heavy bombardment with gas shell. It was occupied 

by the Germans next day, and was not recovered until 3rd October 1918. CITE 

BONJEAN MILITARY CEMETERY was begun (Plot IX) in October 1914 and during 

the winter of 1914-15 it was used for civilian burials (later removed), the town cemetery 

at Le Bizet being too greatly exposed. 

The cemetery continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units 

(particularly the 4th, 6th, 21st, New Zealand, 17th and 57th (West Lancashire) Divisions 

and the Australian Corps) until April 1918. Plots V, VI, VII and X were then used by the 

Germans.

The cemetery now contains 2,132 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 

In 1925, 455 German graves were removed from Plots V and VI, but more than 500 

remain in the cemetery. 



The Grave of Captain George Herbert Hastings in Cite 

Bonjean Military Cemetery in France

“THOU THY WORLDLY TASK HAST DONE HOME    

ART GONE AND TA'EN THY WAGES”



IWGC Burial Register showing Captain 

George Hastings in Cite Bonjean Military 

Cemetery, Armentieres 



Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery Grave Index.



IWGC Final Headstone Text and Layout 



IWGC  Family Grave Headstone Inscription 

THOU THY WORLDLY TASK

HAST DONE

HOME ART GONE

AND TA’EN THY WAGES

“Cymbeline” by William Shakespeare





Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Nord France                                  

2625 Identified Casualties.









Note:

The Medal Rolls Index show that Captain Hasting’s brother, Rev. John 

Hastings in Halton, applied to the War Office for the 1914 Star awarded to 

George Herbert, recorded December 1917. This would be granted as John 

was probably named as next of kin. (See correspondence on Medal Rolls.)



Addendum1:

A Brigadier - General writing of Captain Hastings said:

“At the end of October, I recommended him for recognition for his 

excellent services, and it is a matter of great regret that he, like many 

others, did not survive to see his name mentioned in Dispatches. He was a 

most gallant officer, faithful, loyal to duty at all costs and selfless. His loss 

is a severe one to the Battalion, for which he was so devoted.”

Captain Hastings was mentioned by Sir John French’s Dispatch of 

14th January 1915, which was published after his death.  



Addendum 2:

During his time in West Africa, Captain Hastings made 

several gaming expeditions, for big wild game. He became an 

expert in taking down antelope and horned game – elephants, 

rhinoceros, hippopotamus and lions. He also hunted whilst in 

Aden to add to his collection. 

At home in England he hunted with hounds.



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton and its long Associations with the Hastings Family



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton. The joint grave of 

John Harold Hastings and his wife, Katie Charlotte 

near the church entrance.

Joint grave with cross laid flat:

Left side: Right side:

Katie Charlotte                       John Harold Hastings

Wife of J.H. Hastings                        Priest

Died August 29th 1954        Rector of this parish for 35 

years

Aged 83 years Died 29th December 1947                                                                  

Aged 71 years                                                

PECCATOR EXPECTANS REVELATIONEM ORUM 

DEI. RIP



Adjacent next grave nearer to the church:

Edmund Sharpe 

Of Halton Hall. Born 29th November 1847. Died 25th April 

1925.

Alice Sharpe

His Wife.

Born 8th December 1847. Died 4th September 1926.

**Note:

The vicar’s twin brother died of injuries on Pennystone 

Bridge near Halton as a result of a railway accident. He died 

at the Rectory on 11th August 1880 a few later. 



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church Burial Ground:

Two Memorial Headstones relating to Captain George Herbert Hastings and his 

brother, William Howitt Hastings, who survived the war.



Approaching the church from the Lychgate on the right 

of the path are two similar Memorial Headstones next to 

each other, relating to the Hastings Family.

The Memorial on the left reads:

In Loving Memory

William Howitt Hastings**

Surgeon Captain R.N.

Born July 9th 1879

Died October 25th 1960 

and

His Wife

Gladys Vera

Died March 5th 1962

** Note: 

The name Howitt was the mother’s maiden name                          

i.e. Miss Howitt.



The Memorial to the right reads:

“In Loving Memory

George Herbert Hastings

Captain 1st Batt. 1st Middlesex Regt

Who fell in action in France

February 5th 1915. Aged 34 years.

And is buried at Armentieres.”



Re: Captain G H Hastings

Rectors of Halton 

Rev. Samuel Hastings MA 1870 - 1902. Father to Captain 

Hastings

Rev. John Harold Hastings MA 1903 -1938. Brother to 

Captain Hastings



One can only imagine the sense of depth of despair, anguish and loss the family 

experienced when it received the news of their son’s death in France in 

February, 1915.

The memorial windows and headstone in the Parish Church reflect their grief.



Memorial Windows in St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church to 

Captain George Herbert Hastings 



Memorial Stone to George Herbert Hastings in the Garden of Remembrance

Ref: Bill Hosfield



HALTON MEMORIAL GARDEN – CHURCH BROW

THIS GARDEN IS THE GIFT OF

HAROLD HASTINGS

IN MEMORY OF HIS PARENTS

SAMUEL AND SARH LOUISE HASTINGS

AND HIS BROTHER

GEORGE HERBERT HASTINGS

AND IN COMMEMORATION OF THE JUBILEE OF 

KING GEORGE V MAY 6 1935



Memorial Stone 2018 - looking rather weather-worn



Captain Hastings gained 5 Clasps to his Medal   

Ribbons  for Acts of Bravery in Battle



Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920 - Gazetted



Probate for Captain George Herbert Hastings 

proved in Lancaster 24th April 1915.                                         

Benefit to brother, John, Hastings, Clerk -

£3,322.7s.5d







Private 446784 John Hayton  

50th Batt. Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF)

Born 1882 in Heslington, Brigsteer,* Lancashire       

* Now Cumbria.

Died of Wounds, in Etaples, France on 24th October 1916, 

France. Age 34

(Probably held Canadian Citizenship) 

Son of James and Agnes Hayton

Married to Alice Simerton 

(1882 – 1925) 

Buried in Etaples Military Cemetery                                 

Block VIII C 11A 



The Background History of the Hayton Family:

James Hayton was born in Helsington, Brigsteer, Westmorland to John and 

Mary Hayton. He married Agnes Walker, daughter of Joseph and Eleanor 

Walker, who was a neighbour.

John Hayton was born to James (1855 - 1934) and Agnes (1854 -1914) in 

Silverdale, Warton in Lindeth, Carnforth. James was a Gardener Labourer. 

There were 3 children: John b.1882, Joseph b.1885 and Mary Eleanor b.1887.

John was baptised at Silverdale Parish Church on 21st January 1883.

The 1901 Census shows James 18, now living at 29 King Street, in the centre 

of Lancaster and shown as a Coachman. There are various tradesmen living in 

the property.

Sometime later, John also became a Coachman to Mrs. Harris of Halton 

Hall, a prestigious property in a countryside village near Lancaster.



Baptism of John Hayton in Silverdale 

Parish Church 21st January 1883.

His father, James, is a labourer. his 

mother is Agnes



Old Post Card of the Parish Church of St. John’s, Silverdale 

where John Hayton was Baptised on 21st January 1883



a

“Empress of Ireland” the Liner John Hayton probably sailed to Canada on February 1911.                                       

RMS Empress of Ireland was a Scottish-built ocean liner that sank near the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River 

following a collision in thick fog with the Norwegian collier,” SS Storstad” in the early hours of 29th May 1914. ... 

Empress of Ireland had just begun her 96th voyage when she sank.  Over 1,000 passengers lost their lives. It was 

known as, “Canada’s Titanic,” and has always lived in the shadow of the Titanic disaster 1912. 



Military Background: 

In 1905 it is thought John may have married Alice Simerton, in Lunesdale, but he left for Canada 

in 1910, leaving Alice in Halton. 

It is not clear if John intended to set up a new life in Canada and that Alice was to follow, but the 

war intervened. Certainly, she was in Halton when he left home and when he died 6 years later.

It was here that John probably took Canadian Nationality and enlisted with the 50th Canadian 

Expeditionary Force, sailing for England in October 1915. He then disembarked in France, most likely 

at Boulogne. 

It is not clear if John intended to set up a new life in Canada and that Alice was to follow, but the 

war intervened. Certainly, she was in Halton when he left home and when he died 6 years later.

James was wounded the Battle of Ancre, Somme where he was wounded in October 1916. He was 

almost certainly taken to hospital in Etaples, where he died on 24th October 1916 and buried in Etaples 

Military Cemetery. 

His Probate was proved in Lancaster in 1916 and the beneficiary was his widow, Alice, in Halton, 

to value of £125. Alice died in December 1925. 



The distinguishing patch of the 50th Battalion (Calgary), CEF.



The 50th Infantry Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) - later 

known, starting in 1946, as the King’s Own Calgary Regiment, originated when the 

103rd Calgary Rifles were formed in 1910, four years prior to the outbreak of the 

First World War.

Questions were raised about why a militia such as the 103rd Rifles needed to 

be raised, considering there really wasn’t any real threat of invasion of another 

country. However, the unit was created because of fears of an invasion; an invasion 

of a different kind.

“The current elite in the city were worried of a cultural invasion with a large 

number of American immigrants coming to Alberta from the Southern United 

States and Eastern European states,” says Al Judson, archivist for the King’s Own 

Calgary Regiment (2014). “So people feared that British culture would be lost. So, 

what better way to maintain British tradition then to have an Infantry Regiment to 

rally the folks around the Empire?”



For the Canadians, there were multiple reasons why they wanted to be a part of this war. 

Many of them wanted a sense of adventure, while others felt like they were doing the right 

thing by fighting a nation they deemed to be evil (Germany). Peer pressure ultimately guided 

some Canadians to sign up for this bloody conflict as they saw their friends, brothers, uncles 

and fathers enlisting.

As a result of this passion, the Calgary Rifles quickly organised the 10th Battalion on 

22nd September 1914, which eventually went overseas with the first contingent of Canadian 

soldiers.

The 50th Battalion commenced organisation on 17th November 1914, under the 

command of Colonel E. G. Mason.

Many of the men recruited for this unit were from Calgary and surrounding Alberta 

towns. It would be close to another 10 months until the unit actually departed for England on 

27th October 1915, from Halifax. In the meantime, this unit of 1,000 men trained at Victoria 

Park until 15th July 1915, and then moved to the newly opened Sarcee Camp.

The 50th Battalion was able to send 200 men to support the war effort in 1915 before the 

full unit was sent over. This company of 200 men fought in Ypres and Festubert.



The 50th Battalion (Calgary), CEF, was an infantry battalion of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force during the Great War. The 50th Battalion was authorised on 7th 

November 1914 and embarked for Britain on 27th October 1915. 

The battalion disembarked in France on 11th August 1916, where it fought as 

part of the 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division in France and 

Flanders until the end of the war. 

The 50th Battalion recruited in and was mobilised at Calgary, Alberta.

1916 - Ancre Heights - Somme:

The battalion was ordered to Ancre Heights in October. Ancre Heights was the 

scene of Canada's first involvement in the Battle of the Somme, which had begun on 

1st July and which ultimately resulted in 25,000 Canadian casualties. Later, the 50th 

was ordered into the fighting and during the battle, the 50th Battalion's non-

commissioned officers (NCOs) suffered heavily. Positioned in the second wave, they 

were killed by hidden German machine-gun posts that had been bypassed by the 

initial assault.



The Canadian Record Office reported the death from wounds of Private 

John Hayton of the Canadian Infantry on 24th October and have expressed 

sympathy to his widow, Mrs. Hayton of Woodside, Halton. He had received 

gunshot wounds to the thigh and had been reported seriously ill on 23rd 

October.

He would probably have been transported to the No.1 Canadian Military 

Stationary Hospital in Etaples, but quickly succumbed to his wounds.

Private Hayton emigrated to Canada 6 years ago (1910) after his Brother-

in-Law, Private T. M. Simerton. Joining the Canadian forces in May 1915, he 

returned to the old country in April 1916, moving to France in August. 

He was coachman to Mrs. Harris of Halton Hall.



Probate for Alice Hayton, widow, of High 

Road, Halton. Died 4th December 1925.

Probate proved 11th January 1926 in favour of 

Thomas Morgan Simner, Joiner and George 

Brown Walling, Farmer in London in 1926. 

Effects £492.6s.3d.

Alice never remarried after her husband  

John’s death in 1916.



Canadians at the Battle of Ancre 1

1st October to 11th November 1916



Canadians at the Battle of Ancre 2



Military Records for Private 446784 John Hayton



Etaples Military Cemetery (TWGPP)



Etaples Military Cemetery 1 



Etaples Military Cemetery 2 



Etaples Military Cemetery 3. The scale of it all is hard to believe



Etaples Military Cemetery Plan. Plot VIII is arrowed. 

There are 11,500 casualties buried here; so many 

because Etaples had a major Military Hospital close 

by.

Casualties were buried in date of death order, not by 

rank.



The Cemetery was unveiled on 14th May 1922, by King 

George V and General Douglas Haig. (IWGC)



Burial at Etaples Military Cemetery. Casualty probably 

died at Etaples Military Stationary Hospital. (IWGC)



Headstone of Private 446784 John Hayton. 50th 

Batt. Canadian Infantry.                                                                

Died 24th October 1916. 

Buried in Etaples Military Cemetery (TWGPP)

Plot VIII, Row C, Grave 11A



IWGC Graves Registration Form Showing 

John Hayton in Etaples Military Cemetery



Cemetery Grave Index showing John 

Hayton’s Grave Details. 

Plot V111 Row C., Row 1 A



IWGC Military Headstone Inscriptions



Personal Family Inscription to be placed on 

Individual Headstones.

Communication was sent to John Hayton’s next of 

kin, Agnes, in Silverdale, but there seems to have 

been no reply on her part.



John Hayton’s name on Silverdale War Memorial, 

Lancashire goes some way in explaining why his 

name is not on Halton’s War Memorial.

There are 28 names given.



John Allinson John Cornthwaite Thomas Holden

Henry Ambrose Ingram Dobson George W. Keen

George A. Bell Frederick Edmonson Gilbert Lambert

William Benjamin Lucien Farrar William Martindale

W. Henry Bolton Thomas A. Graham Richard Moss

James R. Bolton Reginald Hebden C. Leo Richmond

John Braithwaite John Hayton C. Ramsden Smith

Eric C. Champion John W. Hayton William H. Walker

Thomas P. Clark Jonathon Horn

“Erected by public subscription in honour of the men of Silverdale and Lindeth 

whose names are hereon inscribed who gave their lives in the Great War 1914-1919. 

Their names shall remain for ever and their glory shall not be blotted out.”

Ref: The Society for the Old Parish of Warton, Lancashire.

Mourholme Local History Society.



St. John’s Church, Silverdale, also carries a memorial to 

those who died in the Great War 1914-1919.







John and Henry Huyton

Brothers who died at a young age from              

16 New Street, Halton.

The Family background is covered under 

Henry’s name, but their Military experience is 

covered separately, with very different outcomes.



Private 2384 Henry Huyton  

of 16 New Street, Halton                                                           

1st/5th Service Batt.                                                                                    

King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment

KIA 23rd April 1915

Age 18

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium

Panel 12



The Huyton Family Background: 

The maternal line of the Huyton family in 1881 is the Smith family, living in Beetham, 

Milnthorpe and Kendal. Joseph Smith is 40 and a Labourer. His wife, Dorothy, is 30 and they 

have 5 children; the oldest is Mary Ann, 10, and the youngest, Samuel, 3 months. Harriet is 

the 2nd born in 1872, now aged 8 and a Scholar. She was baptised in Milnthorpe on 16th 

April 1873.

In 1891 Harriet, now 18, has left home and is a Domestic Servant at New Parkside Farm, 

Quernmore, in the Lune Valley.

On the paternal line, John (“Jack”) Huyton was born to Henry, 42, a Farmer’s Labourer. 

and Ellen Huyton, 42, and living at Aspinwall Lane, Ormskirk, near St. Helens, west 

Lancashire in 1881. There are 4 children: William, 10, John, 8, Mary, 6 and Henry, 10 

months.

By 1891, John Huyton has left home and is a farm labourer at Hudson’s Farm, Bulk, 

Lancaster, close to the city. The Farmer/owner is John Fisher.

After the Banns of Marriage had been read 3 times, Harriet married John Huyton at St. 

Mary’s Church, Lancaster (Later to become Lancaster Priory) on 3rd June 1895.



Henry Huyton was born on 30th April 1895 and John just before 16th April 1899. In 1901, 

the family – including a daughter Ellen – were living in Church Street, Halton. Henry and 

John were Scholars at Halton National School.

Henry’s death was later recorded in the School Log Book: “Killed in France”. 

The 1911 Census shows the Huyton Family still living in Church Street. Henry, now 13, is 

an Oil Cloth worker with his father. John is at School with Ellen and new family members 

Joseph, 8, and Tom, 5. Alice is 3 and Nora 3 months, all born in Halton. Another child, Harriet, 

was born in 1912, a year after the Census.

The parents had borne the deaths of two of their sons (Henry and John) killed in action 

and another (Joseph) through illness at the tender age of 13. At the time of (father) John 

Huyton’s unexpected death in 1936, the family had moved to 16 New Street, Halton. Harriet 

died on 5th November 1938 at the Royal Lancaster Infirmary.

Ellen, born 1901, was to live 85 years and seemingly never married, died in Lancaster 

Moor Hospital which nursed patients with mental health issues.



Dates for the Huyton Family:

John (1872 – 1936)

Harriet (1872 – 1938)

Henry (1895 – 1915) KIA 

John (1899 – 1916) KIA

Ellen (1900 – 1986)

Joseph (1903 – 1916) Aged 13.

Tom (1906 – 1962)

Alice (1908 – 1980)

Nora (1910 – 1976)

Harriet (1912 - 2001)

Dorothy b.1895 Oct/Nov/Dec. (twin to John?) 



The Banns of Marriage for John 

Huyton and Harriett Smith at St. 

Mary’s Church, Lancaster        

June 1895



The Marriage of John Huyton to Harriet on 3rd June 1895



Priory Church of St. Mary’s Lancaster where John Huyton married 

Harriet Smith on 3rd June 1895



Bottom Mill Yard in the 1890’s. Arthur Preston (Jnr) KIA is standing far right in the back row. His 

father, Arthur Preston (Snr), is seated 4th from the left with the full beard. John “Jack” Huyton is seated 

2nd right.in a waist coat. 

Ref: Bill Hosfield – Red Book.



Private 238358 John Huyton                                              

Formerly of Main Street (now known as Church 

Brow), Halton, then of 16 New Street, Halton

6th Batt. Shropshire Light Infantry Herefordshire 

Regiment.                                                                           

Enlisted as 2764 with King’s Own Regiment

KIA 21st March 1918 - Somme

Age 19

Buried in Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardy, 

France



Military Life of Henry Huyton:

Both brothers enlisted into the Army, but transferred to different 

Regiments. Henry joined on Saturday, 5th September 1914 as Private 

2384 of the 1st/5th King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment. 

Henry was one of 3 Halton villagers who were probably killed in 

the Second Battle of Ypres, dying with him were another 2 casualties, 

L/Cpl. T. Burrow and J. S. Johnston, on Friday 23rd April 1915.



Action on 23rd April 1915:

King’s Own Royal Regiment Diaries for 1st/5th Batt:

Their orders for 23rd April 1915 state that “5th King’s Own Royal Regiment, less one company, will 

follow the attack in reserve moving with its left on the Pilchem – Ypres Road. The Battalions will move on 

a front of 500 yards.”

The Diary continues, “At 5pm the Battalion moved for the attack – “C” Company leading. As they 

deployed, they were met with heavy shellfire. they reached their position they came under machine-

Immediately gun fire and rifle fire from the front and both flanks. Casualties were numerous from the 

outset.

The advance was carried out in perfect order, every man pressing forward to the objective. In 

coming in line with the troops of the attack, they were held up for lack of support. A halt was made and 

each man selected or made for himself cover. Later it was deemed advisable to fall back 1/200 yards and 

dig in a new line. “A” Company and a platoon of “D” Coy taking this duty whilst the remainder of the 

Battalion fell back to its position prior to the commencement of the attack.

Casualties were recorded as: Officers - 1 killed and two died of wounds. Other Ranks – 36 killed. 

Wounded - 3 Officers and 144 Other Ranks. Missing 21 Other Ranks. 



It was during this operation that Halton lost three of its sons. By some irony 

it was the 23rd April, St. George’s Day, that the Regiment has traditionally 

celebrated.

Henry’s WW1 Records fortunately survive and give an insight into the 

background of his army life and the correspondence between the War Office and 

Henry’s father, John. 

As his body was never recovered, Henry is commemorated on the Menin 

Gate, Ypres, (now Leper,) Belgium. Panel 12.

There was no Probate.

It was later, that the family moved to 16 New Street, Halton, having lived in 

Main Road in Halton.



WW1 Records for Pte.2384 Henry Huyton

The Burned Papers

It fortuitous that the records survive at all as the War Office Records His 

brother John’s Records did not survive.

They are shown in the order they appear in the originals. From them, 

inferences can be drawn about Henry’s Enlistment, Medical Records, his 

death, his personal effects and correspondence to Henry’s father, John 

Huyton in Halton.

. 



Church Street, Halton where the Huyton Family lived 

before moving to New Street. 

Ref: Bill Hosfield



Miltary Papers, Part 1:

Attestation on Enlistment in Lancaster

Receipt acknowledged by John Huyton, father October 22nd 1919

Unknown receipt dated 29th February 1920

Unknown receipt dated 21st September?

Letter written by John Huyton, of Main Street, Halton –

February 9th 1916 in respect of the return of personal effects

Receipt of Identity Disc by John Huyton in Lancaster

Signed acknowledgement of letter by John Huyton, father

Post Card to Officer in Charge at Infantry Record Office, Preston



Miltary Papers, Part 2:

Post Card to Officer in Charge at Infantry Record Office, Preston

Army disclaimer form about service abroad

Conditions of Service abroad

079 film not clear

Certificate of Medical Examination by W. D. Barrow. M.O. declaring Henry fit for service

Short Service Contract Form 

Casualty Form - Active Service showing Henry embarked from Southampton 14.2.1915. Killed 

in Action in the Field 23.4.1915

Dates of Service and Medal Award. (Abroad 5th 1914 to 23rd April 1915)

Medical Inspection Report. September 1914. Passed fit

End















































John “Jack” Huyton, as next of kin and father to 

Henry and John, would have received 2 Medals of 

Sacrifice in memory of his sons



Battalion Diary (part of) for 23rd April 1915 

showing heavy casualties including Henry Huyton 

and Thomas Burrow whose bodies were never 

found. 

Diary written at St. Jean



The Menin Gate, Belgium, is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which cover the 

area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the salient stretched from Langemarck in the north 

to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the 

war. The names of 54,393 fallen are remembered here on the panels including Henry Huyton and 

Thomas Burrow



Menin Gate Record at Ypres for Henry Huyton - Panel 12

HUXTABLE, Alfred Henry Edgar, Died: 08-Jun-1915, Rifleman, King's Royal Rifle Corps, 7th Bn., 

Service# R/11830, Age:15, Location: Panel 51 and 53., Son of Eliza Jane Huxtable, of 17, Alexandra 

Rd., Erith, Kent, and the late Arthur Ernest Huxtable.

HUYGEBART, J J, Died: 24-Apr-1915, Private, Canadian Infantry, 7th Bn., Service 16441, Location: 

Panel 18 - 28 - 30

HUYTON, Henry, Died: 23-Apr-1915, Private, King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment), 1st/5th Bn., 

Service 2 N0. 2384, Age: 18, Location: Panel 12., Son of John and Harriet Huyton, of 16, New St., 

Halton, Lancaster.

HYAM, William Charles, Died: 08-Jan-1917, Private, East Surrey Regiment, 12th Bn., Service# 33751, 

Age: 20, Location: Panel 34., Son of Samuel and Mary Hyam, of IOI, Grosvenor Rd., Hanwell, Middx.

HYAMS, Alec Hallenstein, Died: 05-Mar-1915, Lieutenant, Royal Fusiliers, 9th Bn. attd. 3rd Bn., Age: 

20, Location: Panel 6 and 8., Son of Frank Hyams, of The Old House, Eastergate, Sussex.

Panel 12 at The Menin Gate



Names of casualties on Panel 12, Menin Gate.                                                                                 

John Huyton is shown on the left column. 

IWGC



Menin Gate

Plan showing Panel 12 for Henry Huyton                                                                     

and L/Cpl. Thomas Burrow



Index of entry for Pte. 2384 Henry 

Huyton at the Menin Gate, Ypres.                                                    

Son of Henry and Harriet Huyton of 

16 New Street, Halton, Lancaster 

IWGC







Private 238358 John Huyton                                        

of 16 New Street, Halton   

Son of Harriet and John Huyton                                                                                               

6th Batt. Shropshire Light Infantry Herefordshire Regiment                                                                   

Formerly 2764 with King’s Own Regiment

KIA 21st March 1918 - Somme

Age 19

Buried in Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardy, France 



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton and its long Associations 

with the Huyton Family



The Military Life of John Huyton:

John Huyton’s Military Records are sparse.

Initially he enlisted as Pte. 2764 with the King’s Own Lancaster Regiment.

He was then posted to the 6th Batt. Shropshire Light Infantry Herefordshire 

Regiment as Private 238358.

He was killed by a mine while travelling on a train on Thursday,                                                  

23rd March 1918, aged 19. 

His body was later reburied in Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardy, France.                               

Grave II A 18. (See IWGC/CWGC Records)

There is no known image of John Huyton, also no Probate.



Troops being moved by train to the Front. Ref: IWM



Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardie, France – CWGC (Edited)

Roye was in German hands from 30th August 1914 until the French retook it on 

17th March 1917. The town was recaptured by the Germans on 26th March 1918, but 

was evacuated by them on 26th August. The French First Army entered the town the 

following day. 

Roye Old British Cemetery was 1.6 kilometres south of the town. It was made in 

March 1918, by the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station but there was little time to mark 

the graves before the town was captured by the Germans, who extended this 

cemetery for the burial of their own dead. 

In 1920 the Commonwealth graves were moved from the Old Cemetery to Roye 

New British Cemetery, which was expanded when other burials from the battlefields 

and numerous smaller cemeteries in the vicinity were consolidated there.

John Huyton was bought here at a later date for reburial from another cemetery 

which fell into German hands.



Roye New Military Cemetery with 557 casualties

Private John Huyton is buried in II A 18 (Arrowed



Repository Box at Roye                                     

New Military Cemetery



Headstone Personal 

Inscription was not 

chosen by John’s parents 

as the records show



Burial Record of John Huyton - K.S.L.I. 

Roye New Military Cemetery



This form shows that John Huyton was exhumed and re-buried at                                   

Roye New Military Cemetery 



IWGC Headstone Layout at 

Roye New Military Cemetery



WW1 Army Register of Soldier’s Effects showing John 

Huyton, presumed dead. Award of £27.17s., including £20 

War Gratuity. Given at Shrewsbury in April 1919.                                                   

Sent to John Huyton, father, as Next of Kin.





Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardy, France



Roye New Military Cemetery, Picardy, France







Serjeant* Walter Jacques

Son of James and Clara Jacques, nee Young 

Husband of Lucy nee Wright 

218th Coy Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)

Died of Wounds in the                                                   

Scottish Red Cross Hospital, Rouen 

13th April 1917 

Aged 35 Years

Serjeant Walter Jacques in buried in St. Sever Cemetery Extension

Block O Plot VIII Row 41 Grave 10

(Serjeant is a specialist Army rank with particular skills. Walter Jacques was 

a Machine Gun Instructor.)



Walter Jacques – Personal Life:

`Walter was born to James and Clara Jacques in 1882. The 1891 Census shows the family 

living at 31 Lissadel Street, Pendleton, Salford, close to the River Irwell. James is a Foreman 

Engraver, a trade that Walter was to follow in life.  Walter is aged 9. At the time there were 2 

younger sisters; Gertrude 5 and Eva 2.

By 1901, the family are found living in New Street, Halton, Lancaster. James is still an 

Engraver at Helmes Mill, where he is shown as a Copper Engraver and Walter now an 

Apprentice Engraver with his father. Walter is now 19, but must have moved to Halton in the 

mid 1890’s as he attended Halton National School. Gertrude and Eva are still in the family 

home, but there is a new child, Gladys aged 6.

Living next door is Arthur Preston who was also killed in September 1916 whilst serving 

with the Leeds Pals Bantams. In fact, New Street, Halton had the highest density of 

casualties in the village; not just neighbours, but work colleagues in Halton’s Mills.



On 4th April 1908 Walter married Lucy Wright, a Spinster, born in Galgate, 

Lancaster into a family of 9 children. They married at St. Wilfrid’s Parish 

Church. Walter and Lucy were both aged 26 years.

1911 Census shows the couple still living in Halton and Walter a Copper 

Roller Engraver at Halton Mill having served his Apprenticeship. They have son, 

Harold, aged 9 months. their family home is Furnace Cottage, Halton. 

It was from this house that Walter enlisted in September 1914 into 2nd/5th 

The King’s Own Royal Regiment and became a Kingsman.



Sgt. Walter Jacques Military Life:

Walter was 32 on his enlistment. His Military Papers and Correspondence from the 

War Office were lost in WW2. His postings and war engagements are not clear. He was 

a keen athlete and won trophies. 

At later date, possibly 1915, Walter was posted to Grantham, Lincolnshire where 

the newly founded Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) was trained. He rose to become a 

Serjeant Machine Gun Instructor with 218 Coy, a specialist role. The army moved 

many of its best men to train as Machine Gunners as the war escalated and weapons 

developed.

(See separate section about the Machine Gun Corps where the records are 

desperately scant; if they were ever kept in the haste to train men to battle level 

standards.) 

Later Walter was posted to the Machine Gun Depot in France. This served 

machine gunners to support Infantry Battalions at the Front. 



It is not clear where Walter was wounded. He received very serious head injuries and would 

have been quickly passed through the battle lines from Field Hospital, Casualty Clearing Station 

and then Rouen, probably by a train carrying hundreds of men daily to the city’s tented hospitals. 

Many soldiers were repatriated to England for treatment where possible.

It seems that in about a month of being posted, Lucy, his wife, received a communication 

dated 6th April 1917 (Good Friday) informing her of his condition as dangerous. Walter died of his 

wounds a week later, 13th April, his condition being judged to be hopeless by the surgeon. Walter 

died in the Red Cross Scottish Hospital, Rouen. His commanding officer wrote expressing Walter’s 

zeal and excellent character.

Lucy then received further communication dated 14th April informing her of his death in 

Rouen. This would have been by War Office telegram. Later communications came from Field 

Marshal Kitchener and King George V expressing their sorrow.

Walter is buried in St. Sever Military Cemetery Extension, Rouen. The deceased were buried 

very quickly, but with respect; often on the same day of dying and certainly by the next. 

Headstones show the high numbers of casualties and the daily death rate. 

The Imperial War Graves Commission would record burials in individual graves, plots and 

blocks. Forms would have been sent to Lucy inviting her to write her personal words to be 

inscribed on each stone. It seems Lucy either didn’t get the letters or chose not to reply. 



Lucy Jacques nee Wright:

Lucy was born in Galgate in1882, a village south of Lancaster. In 1891 she is shown as living with 

her parents, Roger and Alice. The are 9 children and Lucy is 9. Her father is a Railway Porter. 

In 1901 the family have moved to High Road, Halton where Roger is now working in a local Oil Cloth 

Mill. Lucy is 19 and a Cotton Weaver, together with several older siblings. 

In moving to Halton, this would bring Lucy and Walter together, leading to their marriage in 

1908.

Addendum:

War widows showed their grief by dressing heavily in black and closed curtains at home in their 

loss. Lucy’s life would be reshaped, so too that of Harold now 16. Walter was the family breadwinner 

and the Government pension to widows (if any) was a pittance. 18/- a week and no husband were 

considered by some to be heaven and a discouragement from supporting themselves. Lucy was 35 

years old.

Many war widows remarried out of social and financial need and this was the case with Lucy. In 

January 1921 she married Albert Clement Parkinson, a Farm Labourer, in Halton Parish Church. 

She was 39.

Lucy died 18th December 1962 in Lancaster Royal Infirmary. She left £412.10s 



Harold Jacques:

Lucy’s son, Harold, died in 1985, aged 75. He married Esther Walling in 

Halton in 1928. They had a daughter, Sheila Constance (1929 – 2002) in Glasson 

Dock, Lancaster. 

Walter Derek (1932 – 2003.) in Glasson Dock, Lancaster.

The 1939 Census shows Harold to be a General Electrician and Charge Hand.

Harold remarried in 1949 in Liverpool to Hilda Lane, after divorce.

Note:

Gertrude Jacques married Arthur Gorst in October 1907. Died 1932.

Gladys Jacques married Frank Brodrick in Halton in April 1918. Died in 

1961.

Eva Jacques died in Manitoba, Canada.



Walter Jacques

1882 - 1917



Pte. 3125 Walter Jacques KORR 1914

(Professional Photograph)



James and Clara Jacques with their son Walter c1913

The girl is Gertrude (Cissie)



Walter’s Parents

James Jacques 1858 - 1938                Clara Jaques, née Young 1859 – 1930

Inset is Cissie 1886 - 1932



James Jacques and Walter (right)

Probably taken before WW1



Furnace Cottages, Halton, the home of Lucy and                                  

Walter Jacques in 1917 when he was KIA



Baptism of Lucy Wright, daughter of Alice and Roger, a railway Porter, at Ellel 

Parish Church near Galgate, Lancaster 29th January 1882.



Marriage of James Jacques and Clara Young at St. Mary’s, Prestwich on 12th February 1880



Civil Registration of Marriage:

Name: Walter Jacques

Registration Year: 1908

Registration Quarter:   Apr-May-June (4th April 1908)

Registration District:  Lunesdale (St. Wilfrid’s Parish 

Church, Halton

Parishes for this Registration District: View Ecclesiastical 

Parishes associated with this Registration District

Inferred County:   Lancashire

Volume:  8e

Page:   1653

Records on Page:

Name:

Walter Jacques

Lucy Wright



WW1 Vickers Machine Gun



Machine Gun Corps (Infantry):

“No military pomp attended its birth or decease. It was not a famous regiment 

with glamour and whatnot, but a great fighting corps, born for war only and not for 

parades. From the moment of its formation it was kicking. It was with much sadness 

that I recall its disbandment in 1922; like old soldiers it simply faded away.”

Machine Gunner George Coppard, in his autobiography “With a machine gun to 

Cambrai.”

218 Coy Machine Gun Corps came into being on the 23rd March 1917, joining 8 

Division, and making up the Machine Gun element of that Division with Nos 23, 24 

and 25 Companies. Serjeant Walter Jacques was posted to this Company, probably 

whist serving as an Instructor at Belton Park Gunnery School in Grantham, 

Lincolnshire. 



Background:

At the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, the tactical potential of 

machine guns was not appreciated by the British Armed Forces. The prevalent attitude of 

senior ranks at the outbreak of the Great War can be summed up by the opinion of an 

officer (albeit expressed a decade earlier) that a single battery of machine guns per army 

corps was a sufficient level of issue.

Despite the evidence of fighting in Manchuria (1905 onwards) the army therefore 

went to war with each infantry battalion and cavalry regiment containing a machine gun 

section of just two guns.



These organic (embedded) formation of the Motor Machine Gun Service (MMGS) 

units were supplemented in November 1914 by the  operated by the Royal Artillery, 

consisting of motor-cycle mounted machine gun batteries.

After a year of warfare on the Western Front it was self-evident, even to sceptics, 

that machine guns must be used in larger units to be fully effective. Some commanders 

advocated crewing them with specially trained men who were not only thoroughly 

conversant with their weapons, but who understood how they should be best deployed 

for maximum effect - a skill Walter would have known. To achieve this, the Machine 

Gun Corps was formed in October 1915 with Infantry, Cavalry, and Motor branches, 

followed in 1916 by the Heavy Branch. It was soon recognised that a Base Depot and 

training centre was urgently needed; not just at Belton Park, but a base depot near the 

actual fighting in France at Camiers.

The Infantry Branch was by far the largest and was formed by the transfer of 

battalion machine gun sections to the MGC. These sections were grouped into Brigade 

Machine Gun Companies, three per division. New companies were raised at Grantham. 

In 1917, a fourth company was added to each division.



Belton Camp, Grantham



In its short history, the MGC gained an enviable record for heroism as a front -line fighting 

force. Indeed, in the latter part of the war, as tactics changed to defence in depth, it commonly 

served well in advanced positions on the front line. Gunners were the target of camouflaged 

German snipers and shelling; more because their killing potential and effectiveness over 

significant distances. Additionally, at the actual front - line gunners worked in pairs; one carrying 

the tripod and ammunition, the other the gun barrel. Support to the gunners was vital in terms of 

ammunition supplies, replacements, wire, water and communication. It required well organised 

structure for a lengthy time at the front.

It had a less enviable record for its casualty rate. Some 170,500 officers and men served in the 

MGC, with 62,049 becoming casualties, including 12,498 killed, earning it the nickname the, 

“Suicide Club.”

It is thought that Walter arrived in France just a week before he was wounded. Lack of army 

records do not suggest the place or circumstances of Walter Jacques being seriously wounded in 

April 1917; suffice to say his men took him by stretcher to an FCS (Forward Casualty Station), 

then quickly taken to the Scottish Hospital in Rouen where he succumbed to his wounds.



Composition and structure of Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)

Headquarters: (1)

1 Major or Captain in command

1 Captain or Lieutenant as second in command and acting as adjutant

1 Company Sergeant Major

1 Company Quartermaster Sergeant

1 Transport Sergeant

1 Artificer

1 Shoeing Smith

28 Rank & File (4 Signallers, 16 Privates, 3 Drivers, 1 Storeman, 2 Cooks, 2 Officers’ 

servants)

2 Rank & File attached from the Royal Army Medical Corps

1 Rank & File driver attached from Army Service Corps

Four Sections, each of:

2 Subalterns (Lieutenant or Second Lieutenants)

2 Staff Sergeants or Sergeants

25 Rank & File (2 Corporals, 16 Privates, 5 Drivers, 2 Batmen)



Headquarters: (2)

3 Riding Horses, 5 Draught Horses, 4 Bicycles, 1 Cooks Cart, 1 Water Cart

8 Riding Horses per Section, 40 Draught Horses in total

8 Wagons (for machine guns & 7000 rounds of ammunition each)

4 GS Wagons (for 18,000 rounds of ammunition each)

Company armament:

4 Machine Guns per Section

Each man of the Rank & File, except those attached, was equipped with the SMLE 

rifle

The above structure is as officially defined in September 1916.



“Suicide Squad” – Machine Gun Corps (Probably taken at Belton Park)



Imperial War Museum photograph Q2864. A British Vickers machine gun 

crew in action during the Battle of Menin Road, Ypres, 1917.



Conclusion:

The role of the machine gun section was extremely risky, which was reflected in 

high casualties. When properly employed it was unarguably a devastating deterrent, as 

witnessed by those who took the trouble to seek out the areas interdicted. However, 

those witnesses were often regarded uncritical advocates of novel, untried tactics. This 

extract from the Vickers machine gun article clearly conveys the concept:

“The Vickers was used for indirect fire against enemy positions at ranges up to 

4,500 yards (2.5 miles or 4.1 km). This plunging fire was used to great effect against 

road junctions, trench systems, forming up points, and other locations that might be 

observed by a forward observer, or zeroed in at one time for future attacks, or 

guessed at by men using maps and experience. 

Sometimes a location might be zeroed in during the day, and then attacked at 

night, much to the surprise and confusion of the enemy….



Continued:

Perhaps the most incredible [action] was the action by the 100th Company 

of the Machine Gun Corps at High Wood on 24th August 1916. This company 

had ten Vickers guns, and it was ordered to give sustained covering fire for 12 

hours onto a selected area 2000 yards away in order to prevent German troops 

forming up for a counter-attack while a British attack was in progress... a 

hundred new barrels were used up, and every drop of water in the 

neighbourhood, including the men’s drinking water and contents of the latrine 

buckets, went up in steam to keep the guns cool. And in that 12-hour period the 

ten guns fired a million rounds...”



Colonel Goodland Images - IWGC

Who took photographs of cemeteries under his care, including St. Sever.

Somewhere in these images that follow is the grave of Serjeant Walter Jacques

Colonel Herbert Thomas Goodland CB., DSO

Imperial War Graves Commission



The work of the Commission respected that every fallen soldier should be 

permanently commemorated either by a headstone or memorial. These visible 

testaments of sacrifice were uniform in nature with no distinction made based 

upon “military or civil rank, race or creed.” 

At all times, it was important for the Commission to assist with the needs of 

parents, relatives and friends wishing to pay their respects to the departed. Many 

individuals travelled to the cemeteries, either on personal visits or as part of 

organised pilgrimages, always charged with great emotion and memories.

Goodland photographed most major British cemeteries to build up evidence 

and a picture of the huge task faced. These at St. Sever which follow show the 

haste in which men were buried, with wooden, iron and stone memorials. By 

comrades and families.











St. Sever Cemetery and St. Sever Cemetery Extension are located within a large communal 

cemetery situated on the eastern edge of the southern Rouen suburbs of Le Grand Quevilly and Le 

Petit Quevilly. (It is best found by Rouen Football Ground, Stade Robert Diochon, on the main 

road; the cemetery is behind the stadium.)

During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals were stationed on the 

southern outskirts of Rouen. A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters 

were also established in the city. Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically 

the whole of the war. They included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross, one 

labour hospital, and No. 2 Convalescent Depot. A number of the dead from these hospitals were 

buried in other cemeteries, but the great majority were taken to the city cemetery of St. Sever.

In September 1916, it was found necessary to begin an extension. St. Sever Cemetery contains 

3082 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. There is also 1 French burial and 1 non-war 

service burial here. The Commonwealth plots were designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield.



There are few “Unknown” soldiers at St. Sever because 

it holds only those who were bought here from Forward 

Field Stations, but mainly large Casualty Clearing Stations. 

Their comrades would have given names to those assisting 

the wounded. The most severely wounded were transferred 

to Stationary Hospitals or Base Hospitals.

In the case of Walter Jacques, the severe head injuries 

were so such that the surgeon deemed his situation as 

hopeless.

As one walks around St. Sever Cemetery, it is noticeable that 

the casualties are buried in date order of death, no matter 

the rank, regiment or country as received from the nearby 

hospitals. Only the headstone gives a clue to name and army 

unit.

Serjeant Walter Jacques in buried in:

Block O Plot VIII Row 41 Grave 10



Serjeant Walter Jacques is buried in:

Block O Plot VIII Row 41 Grave 10

One of 3,096 casualties

Images below of St. Sever Military Cemetery Extension 



St. Sever Military Cemetery Extension, Seine-Maritime, Rouen x 5













IWGC Form giving details of Headstone                                         

Personal Family Inscriptions

In the case of Walter Jacques there are no requests for chosen 

words, this maybe because no letter arrived at Lucy’s home in 

Halton or she declined in anguish.



IWGC Form for Text of Name and Rank to be placed with 

the Regimental Badge

In the case of Walter Jacques no age is given



CWGC Grave Registration St. Sever showing Serjeant 

Walter Jacques                                  

Machine Gun Corps. Died 13th April 1917

Grave Identification O VIII H 10







Nurses at Base Hospitals Rouen in WW1



No. 5 Military Hospital, Rouen - Courtesy of Royal Army Medical 

Corps Museum 2013



Photo taken recently by LESUEUR Dominique, possibly 

taken on behalf of the CWGC at the request of the Jacques 

Family



Probably an early post war family photograph of Serjeant 

Walter Jacques’ Grave

Buried at St Sever Military Extension, Rouen, Siene –

Maritme

Note that there is no personal inscription at the base of the 

headstone



Register of Soldier’s Personal Effects of Walter Jacques         

showing a payment of £1.4s.6d. to Lucy his Widow



Jacques Family Grave in Halton Parish Church

In Memory of

Clara Jacques. Died 10th April 1930

James Jacques. Died 4th October 1938

In Memory of Walter Jacques

Grave is through the Lychgate on the left 





Private 1505 John Septimus Johnston

1st/5th Battalion

Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment

KIA France and Flanders

23rd April 1915

Aged 19 Years

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres

Panel 12



St. Luke’s Skerton, Lancaster where Edward Johnston 

married Jane Proctor on 27th June 1881



St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton and its long Associations 

with the Johnston Family



Entry showing marriage of Edward Johnston to Jane Procter 

27th June 1881 at St. Luke’s, Skerton. Lancaster



Entry showing the Baptism of John Septimus Johnston on                                                    

15th September 1895 at St. Wilfrid’s Halton.



Background to the Johnston Family:

Edward Johnstone (1877 – 1948), a Blacksmith by trade, was born in Clifton Wray in 

Cumberland (Cumbria) in 1857. He married Jane Proctor, born (1863 - 19230, born in Halton and 

daughter of Anne and William Proctor, a plate-layer. In the 1881 Census (on 3rd April), the 

Proctor family are living in Main Street, Halton. Jane is the oldest of 6 children in the family 

home, and is a Dressmaker aged 17. 

Jane and Edward married at St. Luke’s, Skerton, Lancaster on 27th June 1881 (three months 

after the Census). It would seem she was pregnant with her first born, Clifford, who was born in 

late November 1881. they were to have 8 children born to Edward and Jane between 1882  - 1900, 

including 3rd born Richard in August 1885 in Halton. Also, is the 7th born, is John Septimus. 

(Septimus is Latin for 7 born).

Both John and Richard were to lose their lives in WW1; John in 1815 and Richard in 1918. 

The family lived at 22 Kirkby Terrace, Halton on High Road.



In total there were 9 children, all born in Halton:

Clifford born 1882 a Paint worker.

Richard born 1886 a Paint worker. KIA.

Albert Victor born 1887 a Paint worker.

Robert born 1889.

George Wilfred born 1893.

John Septimus born 1895. KIA

Thomas born 1896.

Laura Ellen born 1901. (Twin)

Hannah born 1901. (Twin)

Richard was baptised at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton on 23rd August 1885 and 

John on 15th September 1895.



The 1891 Census shows the Johnson family still in Kirkby Terrace, Halton. 

Edward is 44 , a Blacksmith and Jane 37. The older 3 children, Clifford, Richard 15 

and Albert are Paint labourers. There are 5 younger children – John 5 and Thomas, 

aged 1.

In 1911, John is 15 and working as an Edge Minder in a Paint Works in the Oil 

Cloth Works, Edward is still a Blacksmith, but nearly all the children are employed 

in some way in the paint Works. Laura, 10, is a Cotton Weaver Tender in the Oil 

ClothWorks.



Military Records for Private 1505 John Septimus Johnson



The Menin Gate, Belgium, is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, 

which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the salient stretched 

from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but 

it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The names of 54,393 fallen are 

remembered here on the panels including Henry Huyton, Thomas Burrow and John 

Septimus Johnston



Index of Names on Menin Gate

Showing Private 1505 John Septimus Johnston 

as one of 7 brothers who served 

Family is living at 22 Kirkby Terrace, Halton                     



A view across the main hall to, left to right, Panels 12, 10, 8 & 6 on the southern side. The sheer 

number of names is already close to overwhelming.  The archway in the centre (there is another 

one directly opposite on this side) leads to the ramparts and loggias (open galleries)



Panel 12 at Menin Gate 

showing the name of John 

Septimus Johnson



Roll of Individual Awards and Decorations



Roll of Individuals in the Royal Lancaster Regiment



Pte. 1505 John Septimus 

Johnson. Named on Panel 12

Menin Gate, Ypres





Corporal 33018 Richard Johnston

1st /4th Batt. Scots Guards

Formerly a Police Officer in Lancashire

KIA 4th October 1918

Aged 33

Buried at Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery Nord, France. II D 10

Son of Edward and Jane Johnston of Halton 

Husband of Sarah Johnson, nee Hodgson

Brother of John Septimus Johnston also KIA April 1915 and 

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres  



The Family Background and Military Life of Corporal Richard Johnston:

(See additional notes about the family in                                                                          

the previous section about John Johnston)

Richard was baptised at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton on 23rd 

August 1885.

The 1891 Census shows the Johnston Family. Edward, 44, is a Blacksmith 

and Jane 37. The older 3 children, Clifford, Richard 15 and Albert are Paint 

Labourers and there are 4 younger children, the youngest being Thomas, 1. The 

family home is Kirkby Terrace, Halton.

In April 1908, Richard married *Sarah Hodgson in Lancaster, both were 

22.

In 1911 Richard 25, is living in Barrow-in-Furness and a Police Constable. 

He is married with Sarah, also 25. They have 2 children – Edward 2 and Sarah 

1, both born in Lancaster.



Baptism of Richard Johnston at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton on  

23rd August 1885. Shows parents as Edward and Jane



*The 1881 Census shows Sarah 5, as the 2nd child of 4 born to 

Jonathan Hodgson 33, a Painter’s Labourer, born in Forton, 

Lancaster and Mary 34, born in Lancaster, living at the family home 

in 35 Charles Street, Lancaster. 

In 1901 the Hodgson Family are now in 7 West Street, 

Lancaster. Jonathan, 42, is still a Painter’s Labourer. There are 

another 3 children. Sarah is now 15 and a Domestic Servant.

It is possible that Sarah was introduced to Richard through her 

father as both were Paint Labourers, possibly employed in the same 

workplace.

In 1939 the Wartime Census shows Sarah Johnston, a widow 

since 1918, is in Lancaster and an Unpaid Domestic, living with her 

son John.

She died in Lancaster in April 1959. Her Probate, proved in 

London, left £1,000.1s.10d.



Baptism of Sarah Hodgson at St. Paul’s Parish Church, 

Scotforth on 2nd May 1886



Military History for Corporal Richard Johnston:

Richard was Corporal 33018 in the 1st/4th Batt, Scots Guards, His Military 

Records in Richmond, London do not survive, and the National Archives at 

Edinburgh Castle are closed until 2050. There is no Digital Access. It can be 

assumed that his position as a policeman would be an advantage to his rank in 

leading young men. It is not known when or where Richard enlisted and took 

the King’s Shilling. 

His death occurred in the Arras sector of the war, an epicentre of the war in 

Nord, not far from Cambrai, which saw the first British tanks in active service 

in 1917.

It is not known how Richard died other than he was KIA on Sunday, 4th 

October 1918, about 7 weeks before the Armistice of 1918. 



From the history of Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery, his grave is shown not 

to be a re-interment, unlike so many there as shown in the edited page about the 

later changes and additions there. The records show his headstone has no personal 

inscription by Sarah. 

He is buried in Plot II D 10 shown on the Cemetery plan. The standard IWGC 

records are shown. 

The Soldier’s Personal Effects Form show his widow, Sarah, as sole 

beneficiary of £24, but does not show if the payment includes the two children. 

The Army Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920, erroneously give Richard Johnston’s 

Rank as a Private. 

Sarah would have been sent her husband’s Military War Medal and Victory 

Medal, together with the Medal of Sacrifice. 



Military Records for Corporal 33018 Ricard Johston



Cpl. Richard Johnstone Headstone at                                 

Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery (TWGPP)

Plot II Row D Grave 10



C1919. Flesquieres Hill British Cemetery. Ref: Magnet Galleries Melbourne Inc.



Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery (TWGPP)



Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery (CWGC)



Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery (CWGC)



Grave of Cpl. Richard Johnstone is arrowed

590 identified casualties 



Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery:

HISTORY INFORMATION – CWGC - Edited

Flesquieres village was attacked by the 51st (Highland) Division, with tanks, on the 

20th November 1917, in the Battle of Cambrai, but held for a time by a German officer 

with a few men; it was captured on the 21st. It was lost in the later stages of the battle, and 

retaken on the 27th September 1918, by the 3rd Division. 

Flesquieres Hill Cemetery was originally made by the 2nd Division, in 1918, behind a 

German cemetery ("Flesquieres Soldiers' Cemetery No.2"); but the German graves were 

removed after the Armistice to FLESQUIERES COMMUNAL CEMETERY GERMAN 

EXTENSION (which in its turn was removed, with 583 graves, in 1924). 



Plots III-VIII were created on the site of the German cemetery, in which were reburied 

688 British soldiers from the battlefields of Havrincourt, Flesquieres, Marcoing and Masnieres 

and from a few other burial grounds, including:-

ABANCOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY GERMAN EXTENSION (Nord), in which 38 

British soldiers and four men of the Chinese Labour Corps were buried in 1917-18. (The four 

Chinese burials were re-buried in Ayette Indian and Chinese Cemetery). 

HAVRINCOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY, from which four British soldiers were taken to 

Achiet-le-Grand Communal Cemetery Extension and three to Flesquieres. 

HAYNECOURT GERMAN CEMETERY, on the South side of the village, from which eight 

British graves were removed to Flesquieres and two to H.A.C. Cemetery, Ecoust-St. Mein, and 

138 German to other cemeteries. 

MASNIERES-CREVECOEUR ROAD CEMETERY, CREVECOEUR SUR-L'ESCAUT, 

where 13 New Zealand soldiers and seven of the Devons were buried in October, 1918. 

MASNIERES GERMAN CEMETERY, South of Masnieres, used by the New Zealand Division 

for eleven burials in October, 1918. 



RIBECOURT CHURCHYARD, in which four Canadian, one Australian and three British 

soldiers were buried in 1916-1917. 

63RD DIVISION CEMETERY, between MARCOING and Villers-Plouich, made by the Royal 

Naval Division at the end of 1917, which contained 41 graves. 

There are now over 900 casualties of the 1914-18 war commemorated on this site. Over one 

third of these casualties remain unidentified. Special memorials are erected to five officers and 

men from the United Kingdom and two from New Zealand, known or believed to be buried 

among them. 

Other special memorials record the names of three men of the R.N.D. buried at the end of 

1917 in the 63rd Division Cemetery, Marcoing, whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. The 

cemetery covers an area of 3,797 square metres.



Index in Register at Flesquieres Hill 

Military Cemetery                                                                   

Cpl. Richard Johnstone. Grave II D 10



Graves Registration Report Form –

Flesquieres Hill Military Cemetery                                                                 

Showing Burial of Cpl. Richard Johnstone, 

Scots Guards



IWGC Family Personal Inscriptions for 

Casualties 1.                                                                                           

Neither Sarah nor the Johnston family 

submitted words for Inscription.



IWGC Family Inscription Form 2 

showing Cpl. Richard Johnson – No 

Inscription



IWGC Individual Headstone Texts



Army Register of Soldier’s Effects 

showing Sarah Johnstone as sole 

recipient of £24 in December 1919 for 

the loss of her husband, Richard.



The Army Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920 showing 33018 Richard Johnston



Probate for Sarah Johnson 11 Scotforth Road, Lancaster. Widow.          

Died Royal Lancaster Infirmary 12th April 1959

Proved in London 14th May 1959 to Edward Johnstone, Retired 

Police Officer and Joseph A Jones, Solicitor

Effects £1,000. 1s. 10d. 





Pte. 245790 Henry Bernard Kellett 

King’s Own Royal Regiment

1890 -1918

Discharged from Army as Unfit for 

Active Service

July 1918

Died in Halton

October 1918 – Aged 28

Buried in the Family Grave in St. 

Wilfrid’s, Halton



The Kellett Family Background for Private 24780 KORR Henry Bernard 

Kellett:

Henry was born on 10th December 1890 in Tunstall, in the Lune Valley, 

Lancaster to William (1863 – 1917) and Elizabeth Isobel Kellett, b.1867. 

Daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Bargh. They married in late December 1889 

in Lunesdale.  

The family was living at Tunstall Hall in 1891, with Henry (Snr) aged 64, 

born in Tunstall in 1824, and his wife, Elizabeth, born in Thornton, Yorkshire 

in 1862.  It was quite and affluent family owning an extensive farm and having 

3 servant/farm workers.

Henry was the first of 4 children – Thomas b.1892, Elizabeth b.1894 and 

Alice b.1897. The 1901 Census shows the Kellett family at “The Crosses,” 

Applethwaite, Windermere, Westmorland. William, now 37, is a gardener 

(domestic), living with Elizabeth and the 4 children.



In 1911, Henry, now 20, is a Cowman working for Joseph Parkinson, a 

Corn Merchant, in Quernmore, near Caton, Lancaster in a property of 8 

persons.

Henry married Priscilla Sharples b.1891, daughter of William (1864 –

1900) and Hannah Sharples b.1862, on 22nd May 1915 at St. Wilfrid’s 

Parish Church, Halton. They had a daughter, Gertrude, born 12th April 

1916, in Halton. (Army Records.)

Gertrude married Thomas Harrison b.1914 in January 1936. In the 

1939 Census the couple are found living in Halton, with Priscilla, 

Gertrude’s widowed mother, now aged 48 and working as an Oilcloth 

machinist. Thomas is 25 and a heavy goods driver. 

Gertrude died on 10th May 2003 and is buried in St. Wilfrid’s Parish 

Churchyard with her parents, Henry and Priscilla. Thomas Harrison died 

in January 1997.



Gertrude and Thomas had 3 boys and a girl. The first-

born boy was named, Bernard, and the girl, Barbara.

The family tragedy was compounded by the fact that 

Priscilla’s sister, Mary Sharpless who married William 

Wilson, is also on the Halton War Memorial.

Priscilla died on 17th September 1970 at 7 New Street, 

Halton, the home of Gertrude. She was aged 87. 

Her Probate was proved in Liverpool on 25th 

November 1970. Administration shows a value of £1,563.



Pte. 24780 Henry Bernard Kellett - Military Life:

Henry Kellett enlisted in the Kings Own Royal Regiment, Lancaster on 18th 

August 1916, and embarked from Folkstone to Boulogne on 12th December 1916, 

after compulsory training. He left behind a young wife, Priscilla, and a baby, 

Gertrude, aged 8 months, in Halton. 

He was severely wounded by a poison gas shell on the head and taken along 

the battle lines, through medical stations, and embarked for England by Hospital 

Ship, by the British Army. 

The actual disabilities are not recorded, but show Henry was 80% disabled 

and there not fit for active war service. It is highly probable that the hospital 

docked at Southampton, and Henry taken to Netley Hospital, on Southampton 

Water. It was the largest British military hospital, dating from The Crimean War 

and specialised in treating serious WW1 casualties, including shell-shock and gas 

poisoning victims.   



It is questionable whether Henry ever came home to Halton, 

owing to his life-threatening disability. but it may be possible to 

think of Henry receiving family visits from Priscilla in a hospital.

Henry died in October 1918 and is buried in St. Wilfrid’s 

Parish Churchyard. He was 28. Priscilla was later buried with him, 

57 years later, in 1970. She never remarried. Gertrude died in May 

2003, aged 83, and it was later that a family headstone was erected 

commemorating all three.

Henry was awarded the “Silver War Badge,” a Certificate 

award given by the King after Service Discharge.

His Probate was proved in Wakefield in 1951 and valued at 

£112.10s.



Entry showing the Marriage of William Sharples to Hannah Wilson on 16th 

November 1887 in the Parish Church of St. Wilfrid’s, Haltom. Both are literate.

Hannah’s father, John, is a Labourer, so too is William’s father, John.



Baptism of Priscilla Sharples, daughter of William and Hannah on 5th April 1891 at St. 

Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton. Rev. Samuel Hastings performed the service.                            

William is a Labourer.



Probate for Priscilla Kellett Died 17th 

September 1970, 7 New Street, 

Halton.        

Proved in Liverpool on 25th 

November 1970. Administration 

£1,563.



Nursing Assistant Register showing 102669 Gertrude 

Harrison (nee Kellet) Enrolment on 16th May 1966



WW1 Army Records showing the War Service for Pte. 

24780 Henry Bernard Kellett KORR – Leading to his 

Medical Discharge from the Army as being                                             

Unfit for Active Service.                                       

The papers are in the order given in the records        



Edited works by the RAMC and Imperial War Museum:

Medical care throughout the First World War was largely the 

responsibility of the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC). The RAMC’s job 

was both to maintain the health and fighting strength of the forces in the 

field and ensure that in the event of sickness or wounding they were treated 

and evacuated as quickly as possible.

Every battalion had a medical officer, assisted by at least 16 stretcher-

bearers. The medical officer was tasked with establishing a Regimental Aid 

Post near the front line. From here, the wounded were evacuated and cared 

for by men of a Field Ambulance* in an Advanced Dressing Station.

The hospitals set up immediately behind the lines were often housed in 

tents during the First World War, including wards and operating theatres. 

This was particularly true of Casualty Clearing Stations, (CCSs) with base 

hospitals further away from the fighting sometimes making use of existing or 

more permanent buildings.



A casualty then travelled by motor or horse ambulance to a 

Casualty Clearing Station. These were basic hospitals and were the 

closest point to the front where female nurses were allowed to serve. 

Patients were usually transferred to a stationary or general hospital 

at a base for further treatment. A network of ambulance trains and 

hospital barges provided transport between these facilities, while 

hospital ships carried casualties evacuated back home to “Blighty.”

As well as battle injuries inflicted by shells and bullets, the First 

World War saw the first use of poison gas. It also saw the first 

recognition of psychological trauma, initially known as 'shell shock'. 

In terms of physical injury, the heavily manured soil of the Western 

Front encouraged the growth of tetanus and gas gangrene, causing 

medical complications. Disease also flourished in unhygienic 

conditions, and the influenza epidemic of 1918 claimed many lives.



185,000 British and Empire soldiers were classed as gas 

casualties, 175,000 in the last 2 years of the war.

*Note:

The Field Ambulance was not a vehicle, but a group of men 

with basic First Aid Training who attended casualties on foot then 

taken from the front line on stretchers or simply carried. It was a 

high-risk task, often performed under enemy fire.

It is this particular horror of gas that is captured in Wilfred 

Owen's poem, “Dulce et Decorum Est,” arguably the most widely 

read description of the horrors of war in the English language.

“In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.”



Short Service Attestation Form showing the Personal Details 

of Henry Bernard Kellett signed 18th August 1916, at the Old 

Town Hall and witnessed by Sgt. P. Johnstone.                                 

It further shows Henry to be a Carter living on Low Road, 

Halton. He is 25.



Descriptive Report on Enlistment signed by 

Henry Bernard Kellett on 22nd May 1916.  

It shows his wife, Priscilla, and daughter, 

Gertrude, living on Low Road, Halton.



Statement of Service showing Pte.24780 Henry Kellet, 

posted to France 12th December -1916 Folkstone to 

Boulogne. 

Posted home 26th March 1918 – Head Dilaceration 

(Trauma) after gas poison.  

He had 2 years and 209 service days with the KORR



This entry gives significant information: -

23rd February 1917 – In the Line.                                 

15th January 1918 – Granted Leave of Absence.                                                                                   

24th March 1918 – Admitted to Forward Field Casualty 

Station, then taken to a rear Casualty Clearing Station, 

followed by Admission to Hospital.

This says much for the professional, organised way in which 

Henry was taken from the front, probably by stretcher, to the 

rear lines for emergency treatment, before admission to a 

RAMC Stationary Hospital.  

It suggests the recognised gravity of Henry’s condition after 

the gas shell explosion to his head.



This paper shows Henry Bernard Kellett 

being wounded and taken through 

several CCS (Casualty Clearing Stations. 

Transferred to England by Hospital Ship                          

on 9th April 1918



Proceedings of Discharge giving a personal 

description of Pte.24789 Henry Bernard Kellett.     

Of good character and aged 27.

Henry was discharged formally, at least, at Preston 

Depot –

“Not fit for active war service.”           



Discharge of Pte. 24780 Henry 

Bernard Kellett at Preston 

KORR Depot.  

Signed by Captain Seed



Award Sheet – Disabled Pension

This adds to previous Casualty information 

by saying 80% Permanent Disablement.  

It also takes into account Gertrude                          

b.12th April 1916 for the Pension Award                         



Soldier’s Effects showing Henry Kellett 

buried after Discharge on 7th October 1918. 

(Effects of gas.) 

A War Gratuity was made for £8.10s. and 

two further payments - £7.16s.8d on 8th 

March 1920 and the next £5.12s.4d on 15th 

April 1920 to his widow, Priscilla Kellett



Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920 showing Henry Bernard Kellett (KORR) Lancaster



Roll of “War Badge” Awarded to Henry Kellett KORR. 

Entitlement 10th December 1918. Issued at Preston



Grave of Gertrude Harrison, 

daughter of Henry Bernard 

Kellett and                                      

Priscilla Kellet (nee Sharples.) 

Both parents are buried with her 

in St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church 

Burial Ground; just inside the 

Lych-gate on the left



Appendix

Netley Hospital:

After the Crimean war Queen Victoria ordered a military hospital to be 

built in the UK. Its purpose was to train army nurses and doctors and to treat 

military patients to ensure their swift return to duty. Netley was chosen as the 

site because it was near to Southampton so that hospital ships from around the 

British Empire could safely dock and disembark patients.

Construction started in 1856 at the suggestion of Queen Victoria but its 

design caused some controversy, chiefly from Florence Nightingale. Often visited 

by Queen Victoria, the hospital was extensively used during the First World War.

It had 2,500 hospital beds and in WW1 treated almost 50,000 wounded or sick 

soldiers; about 5% of whom died whilst in the Hospital's care.

It became the 28th US General Hospital from 1944 to 1945 for the Normandy 

landings.



The “Palace of Pain.” Queen Victoria Hospital, Netley, so called having been built for an Empire



The long Medical Corridors at Netley Hospital



Queen Victoria Hospital, Netley, Southampton







Private 4574 Alfred Lambert

(Also known as Sam after his father, Samuel)

23rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers

Born in Halton, Lancaster 1887

Lived in New Street, Halton 

Son of Mrs. Margaret Lambert of Ruskin Road, Skerton, 

Lancaster

KIA 13th September 1916. Aged 29

Buried Euston Road Cemetery, Colincamps, Somme, 

France

Plot 1 Row F Grave 20



The Life of Alfred (Sam) Lambert:

Samuel Lambert, born in Nether Kellet, near Lancaster, married Margaret 

Townson, also from the same village, in Halton (Lunesdale) on 26th January 1875. 

Both fathers are described as a Labourers in the Marriage Register at St. Wilfrid’s. 

Alfred was baptised at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church on 7th March 1887. 

In 1891 the family are found living in High Road, Halton. Alfred is 4 years old. 

He attended Halton National School on High Road, Halton in 1892.

The 1901 Census shows 6 children in the new family home in New Street, Halton 

– Annie, Mary, John, Margaret, Alfred (now 14 and employed as a Labourer in the 

Oilcloth Works) and Elizabeth.

1911 Census shows Samuel as a Roadman for the Council. John and Alfred, 24 

years, are Painters in the Oilcloth Mill in Halton, the last two children living at home.  

Samuel died in October 1913 aged 69 in Halton.



Alfred enlisted into the Army in Ulverston, Cumberland as Private 4574 and 

posted to 23rd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. He was killed in action on 13th September 

1916 and buried in Euston Road Cemetery, Colincamps near Albert in France. His 

body was laid to rest in Plot 1; the original part of the cemetery.

Other casualties were later interred here from 5 other cemeteries and 

churchyards. 170 are unidentified and there are special memorials to 32 casualties 

buried among them.

Alfred was better known as “Sam” after his father, an accepted tradition in 

some families. This is supported by an entry in Mrs. Hastings “Annals of Halton” 

October 1916, where she records Alfred’s death in France, 

“Sam Lambert killed in France.”



Engraving of 23rd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers 

Badge on a WW1 Headstone

Translation: 

“Shame on he who thinks badly.”



The “Lancaster Guardian” wrote of Alfred’s death on 7th October 1916. 

Page 8:

“Lambert Alfred Private Royal Fusiliers killed in action 13th 

September 1916. Educated at Halton National School, Messrs. Helme and 

Co.* and at Barrow. Youngest son of the late Mr. Samuel Lambert of Halton, 

his mother resides in Skerton.”

It was Alfred’s mother who chose the words inscribed on his grave in 

Euston Road Cemetery. Margaret Lambert died in Lancaster in early 1924, 

aged 86.

* Alfred was probably apprenticed to this company.



23rd Service Battalion (The Sportsman’s Battalion)

The Sportsman's Battalions – also known as the 23rd 

(Service) Battalion and 24th (Service) Battalion (2nd 

Sportsman's), part of the Royal Fusiliers (City of London 

Regiment) – were among the Pals Battalions formed by the British 

Army in the early stages of the First World War. 

Rather than be taken from a small geographical area, these 

particular battalions were largely made up of men who had made 

their name in sports such as cricket, golf, boxing and football or 

the media. 



The first battalion, which accepted men up to the age of 45, was formed at the Hotel 

Cecil in The Strand in early September 1914 by Mrs. E. Cunliffe-Owen after she gained 

permission from Lord Kitchener. From November 1914 until June 1915, training took 

place at a purpose-built camp at Grey Towers in Hornchurch, Essex.

In June 1915 the battalion was attached to 99th Brigade, 33rd Division, and landed 

at Boulogne in November 1915 and on 25th November transferred with the 99th Brigade 

to the 2nd Division. It is possible that Alfred was seen as old at 27 years on enlistment, 

but could be accommodated.

The battalion saw action on the Western Front at Vimy Ridge, the Somme and the 

battle for Delville Wood. (25th–27th July 1916) Then moved to the attack on Waterlot 

Farm. Guillemont, Pas de Calais.

It is not entirely clear how Alfred was killed, but it was in an area of battle between 

Albert and Arras, in a battalion of older men at the time.



Postcard of Officers of 23rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers 1915



23rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers. (Possibly in Arras 1915)

23rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers. (Possibly in Arras 1915)



The Grave of Private 4574 Albert 

Lambert in Euston Road Cemetery, 

Colincamps, Somme, France

Block 1, Row F, Grave 20

The Epitaph chosen by his mother 

reads:

“TOO FAR AWAY

THY GRAVE TO SEE

BUT NOT TOO FAR

TO THINK OF THEE.”



Euston Road Cemetery, Colincamps – CWGC: Edited.

Colincamps is a village 11 kilometres north of Albert.

Colincamps and “Euston,” a road junction a little east of the village, were within 

the Allied lines before the Somme offensive of July 1916. The Cemetery is situated on 

a lane, along which troops would have marched up to the trenches from Colincamps.

The Cemetery was started as a front line burial ground, during and after the 

unsuccessful attack on Serre on 1st July, when 139 men, nearly all of the 31st 

Division, were buried - men who were shelled in the British trenches, who died of 

wounds before being evacuated to the rear, or whose bodies were recovered at night 

from the British side of No Man's Land.

After the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917 the 

Cemetery was scarcely used. It was briefly in German hands towards the end of 

March 1918, when it marked the limit of the German advance, but the line was held 

and pushed forward by the New Zealand Division allowing the Cemetery to be used 

again for burials in April and May 1918.



The Cemetery is particularly associated with three dates 

and engagements; the attack on Serre on 1st July 1916; the 

capture of Beaumont-Hamel on 13th November 1916; and the 

German attack on the 3rd New Zealand (Rifle) Brigade 

trenches before Colincamps on Euston Road Cemetery, 

Colincamps on 5th April 1918.

The whole of Plot I, except five graves in the last row, 

represents the original cemetery of 501 graves. After the 

Armistice, more than 750 graves were brought in from small 

cemeteries in the neighbouring communes and the battlefields, 

including Alfred Lambert.

The Cemetery now contains 1,293 Commonwealth burials 

and commemorations of the First World War.



The Grave of Private 4574 Albert Lambert 

in Euston Road Cemetery, Colincamps, 

Somme, France

Block 1, Row F, Grave 20



Euston Road Cemetery, Colincamps 1920



Plot 1 where Alfred Lambert 

is buried is at the far end from 

the Cross of Sacrifice

1,128 Identified Casualties

More images follow (CWGC)









IWGC Grave Registration Report 

at Euston Road Cemetery 

showing  Pte. 4574 Alfred 

Lambert



Index of Grave Registration for Pte. 

4574 Alfred Lambert. His mother, is 

given as Next of Kin 



IWGC Final Headstone Inscriptions 



Family Headstone Inscriptions.                                                                                               

Mrs. Lambert has chosen her words:

“TOO FAR AWAY

THY GRAVE TO SEE

BUT NOT TOO FAr

TO THINK OF THEE.”



16 Ruskin Road, Skerton. 

Lancaster. Home of Alfred (Sam) 

Lambert.

His father, Sam Lambert, was living 

here when his son was KIA







Pte. 15689 Harold William Lupton

The Royal Scots

Son of George and Lily Lupton

of Burnley

KIA 11th August 1916

Aged 23

Commemorated  at Thiepval Memorial to 

the Missing -

Thiepval, Somme, France 

Pier and Face 6 D and 7 D



Parish of St. Luke’s, Skerton, Lancaster showing the Marriage 

of George Lupton to Lily Longton 17th September 1892



St. Luke’s Skerton, Lancaster where George and Lily married



The Lupton Family Background:

George Lupton (1873 – 1946) from Over Kellett, married Lily Longton (1869 – 1936) at 

St. Luke’s Parish Church, Skerton, Lancaster on 17th September 1892. 

The family home was in 12 Main Street, Skerton itself. Lily was a Winder and George a 

Labourer. Their signatures on the Marriage entry show fluency. 

There were 4 children of the marriage:

Herbert 1894/95, first born, who died in infancy. 

Harold William b.2nd March 1893 – 1916    

(William appears as first name on Military records)

John 1897 – 1961

James 1899 - 1959

The 1911 Census shows the family living in Halton.



William Lupton with Bob 

Edmundson on Low Road 

Wall, Halton

Ref: Bill Hosfield



Victoria Place, formerly Victoria Street, where the Lupton family lived.



Originally there were 10 cottages back-to-back; now there are 4 cottages which were knocked 

through, with the loss of 2 cottages. Quite which was the Lupton home is difficult to say. 



William attended Halton National School (1902 – 1907) along with 

James.

In 1911 George is working as a Labourer, but William and John are 

employed in the Oil Cloth Mill in Halton. 

The School Log entry shows William as, “Killed in France.”

William enlisted into the Army in Lancaster. He was posted to 4th 

Coy, 13th Batt. Scots Guards as Private 15689.

He was killed in very tragic circumstances on 11th August 1916. The 

circumstances follow.



His death was reported in a letter to his mother Lily from his 

Commanding Officer, Captain Crawford:

“I am sorry to find you have not been acquainted with the 

circumstances of your son’s death which was the result of an 

accident. While in the firing line on 12th August, he was breaking 

wood when he accidently struck a live bomb which was buried in the 

ground where he was working. The bomb exploded causing his 

instant death. His comrades buried him near where he met his death 

and a wooden cross put up to mark his grave. 

He has gone, as many other fellows have done, doing heir duty 

for their King and country. He was a good soldier and well liked by 

all who knew him. His death is mourned by us all, please accept our 

heartfelt sympathy on your bereavement.”



It is not known what happened to his body or exactly where he 

was buried, given moving battle lines and shelling. Medal Rolls show 

him to be KIA. 

William is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial to The 

Missing of the Somme, commemorating 72, 337 British and South 

African servicemen to those who have no known grave. It is the 

largest and most impressive Memorial to the Missing and designed by 

Sir Edwin Lutyens and unveiled by Prince Edward, Prince of Wales 

on 31st July 1932. (It contains over 10,000,000 bricks.)

War correspondence was addressed to George and Lily at 31 

Harling Street, Rose Grove, Burnley, so presumably they had moved 

from Halton. 

Lily received a payment from William’s Soldier’s Effects of 

£3.1s.8d. 

There was no Probate.



The inscription of names on the Thiepval Memorial is 

reserved for those missing, or unidentified, soldiers who 

have no known grave. A large inscription on an internal 

surface of the memorial reads:

“Here are recorded names of officers and men of the British 

Armies who fell on the Somme battlefields between July 

1915 and March 1918 but to whom the fortune of war 

denied the known and honoured burial given to their 

comrades in death.”



Image showing the devastation caused by shelling at Thiepval Village where 

the huge Memorial was to be built to commemorate the missing 1928 - 1932



The Unveiling of Thiepval Memorial by 

Prince Edward, Prince of Wales in 1932



Thiepval Memorial CWGC





GC Thiepval Memorial Plan

The Pier 6 Panel D8 is arrowed



Index registration for

William Lupton’s name on the 

Thiepval Memorial. Part XVIII.                       

Department de la Somme, France

Pier and Face 6D and 7D



Panel Inscription on Fricourt War Memorial



Military Records for Pte. 15689 Harold William Lupton 



Medal Rolls in respect of Pte. 15689 Harold William Lupton



Soldier’s Effects showing Harold W Lupton

Awarded £3.1s.8d. to Mrs. Lily Lupton







Bombardier 31597 George Lowther

Royal Horse Artillery and

70th Battery Royal Field Artillery

Born 1887 – KIA August 1914 at Mons

Aged 27

British Expeditionary Force

In France 

Commemorated at La Ferte-Sous-

Jouarre Memorial 

Seine-et-Marne

Husband of Ethelberga Lowther of 

Scorton, Garstang



The Lowther Family:

(See also 1911 Synopsis that follows.)

The family background is quite complex owing to family numbers and the arising questions 

relating to George’s 2nd marriage to Ethelberga Whitton in December 1913.

James Lowther was born in 1860 in Arkholme, Lunesdale. He married Ambrass Agnes 

Musgrove, born in Penrith in September 1867, at Christ Church, Carnforth on 18th July 1899. 

James’ father, George, was a deceased Farmer and Ambrass’ father, also George, was a Miner. 

In 1891 the family are living in a cottage in Nether Kellet, near the Lime Burners Arms and 

the General Store. (Both still extant.) There were 3 children.

George was born 1887, the 1st child to James and Ambrass (Agnes) in Dalton-in-Furness. 

The 2nd child was also called George M, born a year later.

There were 15 children recorded born to the couple. (Listed later)



Marriage of James Lowther, a Widower and Labourer 29, son of George Lowther, deceased, to                                    

Ambrass Agnes Musgrove 22, daughter of George Musgrove, a miner.                                                             

In Christ Church, Carnforth (Warton) 18th July 1889



Christ Church Carnforth where James Lowther married Ambrass Agnes 

Musgrave on 18th July 1899



Nether Kellett c1900. The General Stores referred to on the 1891 Census is 

partly shown on the right.                                                                                             

The cottages may be the ones given as 45/46 also on the Census.



Lime Burners Arms, Nether Kellett



The 1901 Census finds the family still in Nether Kellett, but now there are 7 

children. James is an Iron Labourer, living next door to his brother, George and his 

wife, Mary, they have 5 children. George, now 14, has left home, but there are still 9 

siblings in the family home.

The same Census shows George 15, working in Ellel, Galgate as a Cattle 

Stockman to Mr. Joseph Whitaker, a Farmer. He appears to be living in the actual 

farmhouse.

The 1901 Census shows Mary Ann Stewart (Stuart) 15, daughter of George and 

Agnes Stewart living in Makinson Row, Galgate. She is a Silk Piece Worker and the 

future wife of George Lowther, 4 years later.

On 2nd December 1905, aged 19, George is now a Farm Labourer and marries 

Mary Ann Stuart, also 19, in Ellel Church, near Galgate. Mary and her family are all 

born in Galgate. Her father, George is a Labourer, born 1857, and his wife Elizabeth 

is born in 1867 in Low Bentham, Yorkshire. The family home is in Makison Row, 

Galgate.



George and Mary were to have 3 children – Dorothy who died in 

infancy in 1907. Gwendolen, born 1908 and Herbert 1909. 

The surviving children and Mary are living with her family in the 

1911 Census in Galgate. George is not with them. He is to be found living 

in a caravan at No. 2 Blue Anchor Lane, Skerton, Lancaster in 1911, but 

not on the Census. 

His name appears on separate Listings/Summaries, but not official 

records.; the name is given as George Lawther. 

There is no public evidence of a Divorce between George and his 

wife, Mary, but it appears there is a separation.



Similarly, the 1911 Census also shows George’s parents, James 50 

and Agnes (Ambassa) 42, now living in Halton-with-Aughton at Green 

Hill Farm. James is now a Farmer and Blacksmith Striker. There are 

still 10 children living at home, variously aged between 21 and 1 years 

of age. 

Additionally, there are 4 Boarders at the Farm involved in laying 

the new water pipe supply from Thirlmere Lake, Allerdale in the 

Cumbrian Hills, to supply Manchester some 56 miles away.

In December 1913, George married Ethelberga Whitton, born in 

Preston, the service being in Galgate, Lancaster. 



The 15 children born to James and Ambrass Agnes Lowther:

(Am-Brass is a French word meaning courage, motivation.)

Mary Ann 1886

George 1887 – 1914 KIA – France 

George 2 1888

James 1890

Francis 1891

Thomas 1893

Fredrick 1894

Tobias 1896

Joseph 1899

John 1901

Mary 1903

Annie 1904

Robert 1905

Levi 1907

Earnest 1907



Entry of Marriage of George Lowther 19, Farm Labourer, to Mary Ann Stuart 19, on 2nd 

December 1905 at Ellell Church near Galgate, Lancaster. Both are showing to be living at 

Makinson’s Row, Galgate and both fathers are Labourers.



St. John the Evangelist, Ellel where George Lowther married 

Mary Ann Stuart in December 1905



George Lowther, Military History:

The Army WW1 records did not survive the London Blitz, so there is 

no clear details of George’s date of Attestation on Enlistment, Medical 

factors and importantly, Next of kin.

The next significant event is that George enlists into the army as 

Private 31597 with The Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery, 

rising to become a Bombardier with the British Expeditionary Force 1914. 

He was KIA in the retreat from the Battle of Mons, west of Paris, on 23rd 

August 1914, just 26 days after the outbreak of WW1. 

His body was never recovered and George is commemorated at La 

Ferte-Sous-Jourre Memorial, Siene-et-Marne, France. He had been 

married 7 months and was 27 years of age.



Ethelberga Lowther, now a widow, is living in Scorton, Galgate 

according to the CWGC Commemoration Certificate, and outlives 

George by some 60 years. 

The Register of Soldier’s Effects shows a Pension Gratuity of 

£2.5s.1d to her sole benefit. She would also have received the WW1 

Medal of Honour Memorial Plaque marking her loss in tragedy. 

In turn, Mary, George’s former Spouse, survived her husband by 

over 40 years. She never remarried. She was living in Newton, Lancaster 

when she died in 1957, aged 71.

There is no Probate in respect of George Lowther. 



George Lowther 1911 Census Synopsis:

George and Mary Lowther had 3 children – Dorothy b. 6/12/1906 – d. 

21/5/1907, aged 5 months. Gwendolen b. 21st May 1908 and Herbert Stuart 

b.21st December 1909.

In 1911, Mary Lowther and the two surviving children are recorded in 

the Census living in Mackinson Row, Galgate with Mary’s parents, George 

and Elizabeth. It would appear that Mary and George have separated at 

some point: George is not on the Census Returns, but is living in a caravan 

at the Blue Anchor Public House, Main Way, Skerton, Lancaster. His name is 

spelled as Lawther and appears on Listings/Summary for 1911. 

No Divorce is known to have taken place, and Mary never remarried 

after George’s death. Her father died in 1933. Mary died in December 1957 

in the Newton District of Lancaster. 



Seemingly, however, George remarried in December 1913 in Garstang to 

Ethelberga Whitton (born in Lancaster, 1889). She died in Preston in 1974. (It is 

possible that this marriage was not legal!)

Ethelberga is shown on the CWGC Commemoration for George Lowther, 

KIA 23rd August 1914, as his next-of-kin. (No known grave exists for George.) 

Mary and the children were excluded from any Army Gratuities, such as 

Pensions, which they otherwise would have been entitled to.

Gwendolen died in 1999 in Galgate aged 81. Herbert died in 1983 in 

Lancaster aged 74.



Terraced Cottages on Makinson Row, Galgate. 2021. Little changed.



The soldier arrowed in the left seat is the Bombardier



“The No.1 was the sergeant or NCO in charge. He'd repeat the orders 

that would come from the officers, say they got the order, “drop 50 yards!” 

He used to give that order. The No. 2 on the right-hand side of the gun, he 

worked the range drum, it was just a dial all calibrated up to about 6,800 

yards that was your total range. Instead of sitting on the seat facing 

forward, he always used to sit swivel legged, with his left leg and left arm 

out. His right arm was on the range drum. When the gun fired, the recoil 

brought the cam lever practically into his hand, he used to whip that out, 

the breech would open and the empty cartridge case fly out. The No.3, the 

gun layer got onto the aiming point, laid the gun and actually fired it, he 

had a handle at the side. We used to register [calculate distance and 

trajectory of the shell]; you couldn't see the targets you were shooting at. 

They used to plant an aiming post out in front about four feet high, black 

and white and on the top was a little square that was white. They used to 

lay the gun on to that post and any target was so many degrees to the left or 

right of this post. 



The No. 4 and No. 5 worked alternately as loaders, 

standing there with another shell, they'd whip the shell in. 

The weight of the shell going in practically helped close the 

breech. While No 5 was loading No. 4 would be picking 

another one and setting the fuses. No. 6 would assist in this. 

No 2 would close the breech again. As soon as he'd closed the 

breech he would say, “set!” No. 3 used to say “ready!”  No. 1 

would say “fire!” Set, ready, fire!

When you've got into the style, you could fire the gun, 

and before the gun came to the end of its recoil it was nearly 

loaded again.”



Royal Horse Artillery near Mons 1914



Royal Field Artillery Battery at Mons



The Battle of Mons 1914. British Troops Advance

The Battle of Mons 1914. British Troops Advance



The Retreat from Mons 1914



Index at La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, France, 

showing Bmdr 31597 George Lowther, Royal Field 

Artillery Died 23rd August 1917. 

Husband of Ethelberga



The La Ferte Memorial. This panel has the 

Names of Royal Field Artillery,                                                          

Bombardiers Gunners, Hussars and 

Lancers



Medal Rolls 1914 - 1920 for Pte. 31597 George Lowther RFA 

- Award of the Victory and War Medals



La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial to the Missing: (CWGC) Edited.

Opened 1928.

The La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial commemorates 3,765 officers 

and men of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) who fell at the battles 

of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne between the end of August 

and early October 1914 and have no known graves. The memorial is 

situated on land provided by Adrien Fizeau, sometime Mayor of Jouarre, 

in memory of his father, Hippolyte Fizeau, the distinguished scientist. The 

4 pillars represent the nations forming the United Kingdom.

Close to the bridge on both banks of the river stand the stone 

columns which make up the 4th Division Royal Engineers Memorial. The 

columns are surmounted with the flaming grenade of the Royal Engineers 

and mark the spot at which British sappers constructed a pontoon bridge 

under German artillery fire on 9th and 10th September 1914.



The British Expeditionary Force at the Battle of the Marne: (BEF)

By the beginning of September 1914, the German Imperial Army had 

swept through much of Belgium and north eastern France and was fast 

approaching Paris. By 3 September, the British and French forces had been 

retreating south west for over two weeks, German victory was a definite 

possibility, and the Allied Commander, General Joffre, prepared to launch a 

major counter offensive. As night fell on 5th September, the men of the British 

Expeditionary Force began to halt approximately 40 kilometres south east of 

Paris and their grueling retreat was at an end. For the next two days, British I, 

II and III Corps advanced north eastward, encountering only minor resistance 

from the German forces in the area, which had reached the limit of their 

advance and were now carrying out a tactical retreat. On 8 September, British 

infantry brigades advancing toward the Marne came under heavy machine-

gun and artillery fire from German units in La Ferté sous Jouarre and on the 

north bank of the river where they had formed a bridgehead. 



The British withdrew, began bombarding the German 

positions, and by mid-afternoon had entered the town in 

force. Both of the local bridges had been blown, but the 

Royal Engineers immediately began to construct a floating 

bridge, over which III Corps crossed the Marne on 10th 

September and joined I and II Corps which had crossed the 

river further to the east the previous today.

The German armies were now in full retreat to the 

north and east, hotly pursued by the combined British and 

French forces. Retreating German units fought rearguard 

actions under heavy rainfall throughout the day on 11th 

September and by the morning of the 12th they had 

occupied defensive positions on the high ground overlooking 

the northern banks of the River Aisne.



The Battle of the Marne, referred to in the French press as the “Miracle of the 

Marne,” halted the month-long advance of the German forces toward Paris and 

decisively ended the possibility of an early German victory. The battle also marked the 

beginning of trench warfare as Allied and German forces entrenched during and after 

the Battle of the Aisne in mid-September.

By November battle lines had been drawn that would remain virtually unchanged 

for almost four years. The British Expeditionary Force suffered almost 13,000 

casualties during the Battle of the Marne, of whom some 7,000 had been killed.

The date of BMDR George Lowther’s death in August 1914 would suggest he died 

during the BEF withdrawal.

Note:

Names are listed on the Memorial by Regiments in order of precedence, under the 

title of each Regiment by rank, and under each rank alphabetically.

The rank of Bombardier (BMBR) was a nominal one. It was the equivalent of 

being a Lance Corporal, but didn’t entitle a pay of rank; this was discretionary. The 

BMBR was responsible for directing the unit gun’s shell fire.



Register of Soldier’s Effects    

1901 – 1921. 

It shows a Gratuity to                                               

George’s Widow, Ethelberga Lowther, of 

£2.5s.1d.



La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial to the Missing. Unveiling 1928 



La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial to the Missing 





Private 206880 John Alick Nixon MM

Known as “Alick”

Son of Robert and “Minnie” Nixon of Victoria Street*, Halton

September 1896 – October 1918

Served with Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment and 2nd 

Lincolnshire Regiment

Buried in Charleville Communal Cemetery, Ardennes 1918 and 

then transferred to Terlincthun Military Cemetery near Boulogne, 

Pas-de-Calais, in                                                                                               

December 1962 by CWGC

* Now known as Victoria Place off High Road



*Note: -

Victoria Terrace, now Victoria Place, off High Road, 

Halton, originally consisted of 10 cottages. They were later 

expanded to create 5 homes by knocking down the dividing 

wall.



The Family Background for Private 206880 Alick Nixon MM:

Robert Nixon was born to John Nixon of Skerton, Lancaster who married Mary from 

Ellel, a village south of Lancaster. Robert was their first-born child.

John Alick Nixon was born to Robert 25, and Abennie 25, also called “Minnie” Nixon, 

in the village of Quernmore, south of the River Lune in the Oct 1896. Robert was a Grainer 

of paint. He died in 1941 aged 70 years. Alick was born on 1st September 1896 and baptised 

at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton on18th October 1896 by the Rev. Samuel Hastings, 

the Rector, who had lost his own son, Captain George Hastings, KIA in 1915.

“Alick” as he was-better known by, was 4 and there were 2 other children – Arthur 

b.1898 and a Baby, aged 1 month, on the 1901 Census. The family were living at Bath 

Cottage, Halton Green. He attended Halton National School from January 1902 to 1909.

In 1911, Alick has left home and is found working as a Servant/Labourer at Carus 

Farm, a Dairy Farm to the west of Halton. He was 14. At the time he was lodging with the 

Loxam family – John 47 and his wife, Mariah 55. They had 3 children and employed 3 

other servants, so was a quite wealthy business. 



Banns of Marriage between Robert Nixon and Minnie Steele at Halton 1894

They married on 31st May 1894 at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church



Baptism of John Alick Nixon in St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church on 18th October 1916



The Military Background of Private 206880 Alick Nixon MM:

Alick enlisted into the King’s Own Royal Regiment Lancaster as Private 2514. 

(His number was later changed to 240714.) It was while serving with the KORR, that 

he was awarded the Military Medal, an award not give lightly, but for outstanding 

bravery.

The circumstances of the award are as follows:

“After having saved the life of his officer when seriously wounded and carrying 

him to a station (Casualty Station) he was wounded himself.”

It is probable that he was hospitalised from his wounds and on recovery and fit 

again for active service, Alick was then posted to 2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire 

Regiment, as Private 206880. 

Alick is next seen in records as being buried in Charleville Military Cemetery 

after his death on 22nd October 1918, only a few weeks before the Armistice. It is not 

clear whether Alick died in battle or died of wounds in Charleville Hospital, but 

several Lincolnshire men were killed on and around the 22nd. 



Charleville:

The town of Charleville sits on the north bank of the River Meuse in the Ardennes 

department, the only department of France to be wholly occupied by the German army 

throughout the First World War.

After falling to the German army early in the war, in September 1914 the town became 

the site of the supreme German headquarters, the component parts of which were established 

in the best homes, chateau and municipal buildings throughout the town.

Although French prisoners had been treated in the town in the civil hospital since 1914, 

in late 1917 the Kriegslazarett began to accept British prisoners of war. The prisoners who 

died in the hospital were buried in the town’s old cemetery, known as “Cimetière du Boutet,” 

in the western suburbs of Charleville.



In his story of the occupation of the town, Domelier writes:

“There was another kind of ceremony which used to perturb the police, namely, the funeral of 

French or Allied soldiers. A certain number of these brave men had died in hospital and were buried in 

the cemetery at Charleville, in a plot specially reserved for our heroes.

At the beginning of the occupation, the bodies were handed over to the civil authorities, who celebrated 

their responsibilities with due solemnity. A flag in the national colours was laid upon the coffin; the 

fire-brigade, in uniform, but without arms, paid military honours in the name of the French army. The 

municipality was officially represented, and in its train marched a long procession of patriots. The 

hearse was buried beneath flowers and wreaths tied with tricolour ribbons.

At the graveside, the head of the municipal council spoke a few words of farewell, impregnated 

with a lofty spirit of patriotism.

Yet, Germany was in danger! First of all, one of Bauer’s agents was sent to the cemetery to 

eavesdrop on the speeches and conversations. Next came an order to remove the flags and national 

colours of ‘the enemy’. Then the procession was limited to fifty persons, and finally, as the result of an 

incident created on 5th April, 1918, by a pastor who celebrated the obsequies half an hour before the 

time fixed by the Kommandantur (an incident which provoked a protest on our own part, and cost us 

seven days in prison at the Charleville Detention House), the population was forbidden to take any part 

whatever in these obsequies. Only a delegation from the municipal council, composed of three 

members, was admitted to the cemetery.



These regulations lasted till 10th November, 1918, when Charleville was finally 

liberated, and, without constraint or spies, but under the shells of a bombardment, was 

able to bury two brave young French soldiers who had been mortally wounded at the 

crossing of the Aisne.”

Buried there by the end of the war were 341 Allied casualties. They were mostly 

men who had died as prisoners of war, most of whom had died in the Kriegslazarett 

(hospital) in Charleville. Of these, 177 were British, 137 were French, three were from 

the United States and the remainder were Belgian, Romanian and Russian. 

Some prisoners worked in the Kriegslazarett as volunteers; perhaps Alick was one 

such, but Dysentery was a major problem and he may have died from this infection 

and buried in Charleville Cemetery. Charles Guengnien, a French prisoner described 

Charleville as, “True German poison.”  



The Imperial War Graves Commission established Charleville Communal 

Cemetery in the south-west part of the town cemetery, in Division M. Although 

mostly buried in national groups, some French, Russian and Romanian 

casualties were buried amongst the British graves. 

In 1962 Charleville Communal Cemetery was closed. The remains of the 

British and United States casualties were removed and reinterred in Terlincthun 

British Cemetery at Wimille in early December 1962. The reinterred comprised 

170 known casualties, one unknown British soldier, and one officer and two 

soldiers of the United States Army. The British casualties were reinterred in 

Plots VIII (Rows B, C & D), and Plots XVI and XVII (Rows E & F) (See the 

Terlincthun Cemetery map). 

In addition, a soldier of the Native Military Corps of the South African 

Army, who died in 1944 and who had been buried in the French plot at 

Charleville, was reinterred in Plot XIX at Terlincthun. 



The graves of six other British soldiers buried in Charleville Communal Cemetery had not been 

identified when the cemetery was constructed in the years after the First World War. 

To the Memory of these six soldiers:

“Buried at the time in Charleville Communal Cemetery, Ardennes:

But whose graves

Are now lost

Their glory

Shall not be blotted out.”

The transfer of the casualties from Charleville to Boulogne was no mean task – a distance of about 

220 miles, whilst showing every respect and dignity throughout by the CWGC. Almost certainly any 

known family would have been informed of the reinterment. Presumably, family members would have 

been invited to any graveside service. 

Private 206880 Nixon is shown on page 6 of the transfer pages between cemeteries.

Alick’s Army Records sadly did not survive the London Blitz, so we will never know of his Attestation for 

Service, his Medial history, his Postings, his Personal Effects, Pension Ledger and the correspondence to 

and from the War Office to his family in Halton after his death.

There was no Probate.



Carus Lodge, Halton



Carus Lodge 2



Prisoners at Charleville POW Camp. some seem to be dressed as Hospital Orderlies (1916)



British Base Hospitals in France – Long Trail:

What was a Base Hospital?

The Base Hospital was part of the casualty evacuation chain, further back 

from the front line than the Casualty Clearing Stations. They were manned by 

troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with attached Royal Engineers and 

men of the Army Service Corps. In the theatre of war in France and Flanders, the 

British hospitals were generally located near the coast. They needed to be close to 

a railway line, in order for casualties to arrive (although some also came by canal 

barge); they also needed to be near a port where men could be evacuated for 

longer-term treatment in Britain.

There were two types of Base Hospital, known as Stationary and General 

Hospitals. They were large facilities, often centred on some pre-war buildings 

such as seaside hotels. The hospitals grew hugely in number and scale throughout 

the war. Most of the hospitals moved very rarely until the larger movements of 

the armies in 1918. Some hospitals moved into the Rhine bridgehead in Germany 

and many were operating in France well into 1919. Most hospitals were assisted 

by voluntary organisations, most notably the British Red Cross.



Original Graves at Charleville Communal Cemetery prior to the                                                                

placement of Imperial War Graves Commission Headstones



Charleville Communal Cemetery Record of Burials 

showing Private 260880 Alick Nixon in Row N, Grave 258.

In 1962 this Cemetery was closed by the CWGC and the bodies

reinterred at Terlincthun Military cemetery near Boulogne



Charleville Cemetery Grave Text Order – All October Entries



Deleted Charleville Cemetery Record for Alick Nixon                                                                          

is arrowed after transfer to Terlincthun Military Cemetery



Headstone on the Grave of Private 296880 Alick Nixon                                                       

Lincolnshire Regiment

KIA 22nd October 1918. Aged 22                                                                                               

Buried in Terlincthun Military Cemetery,                                                                               

Wimille, Boulogne, France                                                                                                    



Pte. Alick Nixon. Plot VIII. Row C. 23 (Arrowed)



Terlincthun Military Cemetery, Boulogne, France CWGC



Terlincthun Military Cemetery 2 CWGC



Terlincthun Military Cemetery 3 CWGC



IWGC Exhumation Report and Reburial Return at Terlincthun Military Cemetery



Terlincthum Cemetery Index Book showing 

the Name of Alick Nixon in Red Ink.

There are 2 arrows: one shows Alick’s name 

and the second lower down, the details.

Clearly an over-sight discovered on final 

check



Grave Registration Form showing 

reinterment of Alick Nixon                                                                                                   

at Terlincthun Military Cemetery



Grave Registration Form showing Alick Nixon buried                                                                         

at Charleville Communal Cemetery. Row E. Grave 258                                                                   

There are 5 Russian Soldiers also buried in Row E



Rolls showing Pte. 206880 Alick Nixon, Lincolnshire Regiment, for Award of Victory Medal



Family Personal Headstone Inscriptions

Form shows there was no family response                                                    

to the IWGC Request 



Military Rolls showing Alick Nixon





15/1563 Private Arthur Preston

Son of Arthur and Margaret Preston 

Brother of Mrs. E. Greg of Doncaster

Enlisted November 1914 from Halton                                                                                           

into the 15th Batt. West Yorkshire Regt. (Leeds Pals Bantam Battalion)

KIA on 21st September 1916

Age given at  death 30*

Buried in Gorre British and Indian Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France 

Plot III, Row A, Grave 17

* In fact, Arthur Preston was aged 36 at death



Arthur was born on 31st May 1880 in Skipton, North Yorkshire to Arthur 

and Margaret Preston, nee Witham. Arthur (Snr) was born at Stanton Lees, 

Bakewell Derbyshire in 1852, whilst his wife was born in Skipton in 1852. The 

family were living at 22 Russell Street in Skipton.

He was the first-born son of three children; Emma born 1876, Annie born 

1879 and Thomas born 1880; aged 9 months on the 1881 Census. All children were 

born in Skipton. At the time Thomas (Snr) was a Railway Signalman.

Prior to 1891 the family are living at 60 Windermere Road, Lancaster. Arthur 

(Snr) is a Foreman Porter, whilst Emma now aged 14, is a General Domestic 

Servant. Annie and Arthur are at school. There is a new child, Edith, born 1884 in 

Lancaster. However, Arthur is at school in Halton in August 1892 so the family 

must have moved to the village.



By 1901 the family have moved to Halton, living at 12 New Street in a Tithe Mill 

house. Arthur (SNR) is now a Pattern Book Maker worker in one of Halton’s Oilcloth 

Mills on the banks of the River Lune, the water of which powered the mills. Arthur 

(Jnr) is now a Labourer for Riveters, also in the Lune Mills. The girls are workers in 

the Cotton Mills. Emma has left home.

In the 1911 Census, the family are still in Halton. Arthur (Snr) is a 

Warehouseman in an Oilcloth works, Arthur (Jnr) aged 30, is now in a Shipping 

Warehouse. Of the girls, only Edith, now 27, is still at home. Margaret, on the Census, 

is now 59 and performing domestic duties.

At the outbreak of War Arthur (Jnr) enlisted in 15th (Service) Batt., Prince of 

Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire Regiment - 1st Leeds), informally known as the “Leeds 

Pals.” He was joining men he probably knew. 

It amalgamated with the 17th (Service) Batt., Prince of Wales’s Own (West 

Yorkshire Regiment - 2nd Leeds) to form the 15th/17th Batt., on 7th December 1917. 



Arthur Preston - Military Life:

Just 2 years before the outbreak of WW1, Arthur’s sister, Annie, died. Then in 

1913 his father died in Lunesdale. (Halton)

Arthurs’s time with the Colours is not an easy one to cover. A single man, he 

enlisted on 13th November 1914 at Colsterdale Training Camp at Masham, North 

Yorkshire. Arthur became Private 15/1563 of the Prince of Wales Own (West 

Yorkshire Regiment.) 15th Service Battalion. 

His Attestation Papers would have given his full details, but it appears Arthur 

was economic with his actual date of birth. Nor is there a record of his Medical 

History. He would have been 34 on enlistment; an age perhaps considered too old 

for active service. Indeed, at his death in 1916 he is shown as 30 years old, yet in 

reality Arthur was 36.



Arthur landed with the Battalion on 5th February 1915 at Le Havre, France. He 

would have been involved in the Somme Battle in 1st July 1916 which saw the huge 

loss of life on the first day; 20,000 killed or wounded. The First Battle of the Somme 

lasted until 18th November 1916. (Somme Offensive.) He survived this massive 

initiation to war.

Arthur was killed in action on Friday, 22st September 1916, probably at the 

Battle of Festubert; the British fighting alongside Indian soldiers, hence the joint 

cemetery at Gorre. The circumstances are not known.   The Imperial War Graves 

Commission would have written to her enclosing a form requesting whether the 

family wanted an inscription on Arthur’s grave of their choice. As there is no image, 

it is impossible to know if this was done. Nor is it known what personal effects, if 

any, were returned to his family.

His mother, Margaret claimed his War Gratuity of £1.11s.7d sent by Postal 

Order and encashed by her at the local Post Office. 

Margaret died in Halton, Lunesdale in 1922, but had lived with her daughter in 

Liverpool at some point.



60 Windermere Road, Freehold, Lancaster. (The 

house on the right.)

The home of Arthur Preston and his family in 1891. 

Arthur (Jnr) is now 10. It was from here they moved 

to New Street, Halton. 

Lancaster was to become their home city for the 

next 20 years

Photograph August 2019



Spinners and doffers in Lancaster Cotton Mills. Lancaster - December 

1908

(Doffers remove bobbins and spindles and replace with new ones)



Doffers in a Lancaster Cotton Mill



No. 12 New Street, Halton. The given home of the 

Preston Family from before 1901 until about 1922 and 

the death of Margaret Preston, Arthur’s widow of 6 

years. 

The home was a Mill Worker’s house owned by the 

Mill, but rented to the workers. Each house was exactly 

the same, but a Mill Foreman had a larger designed 

property to give recognition of his status

It was from here that Arthur returned to his native 

Yorkshire to enlist int0 the Army in the Leeds Pals in 

November 1914. He never returned 

With thanks and appreciation to the present owners for 

allowing me to                                                                  

photograph their home so freely. August 2019



Bottom End Mill, Halton where Arthur Preston worked in the 

Pattern Room and                                                                                                             

his son, also Arthur, worked as a Riveter Labourer in the 1890’s



Bottom Mill Yard in the 1890’s. Arthur Preston (Jnr) is 

standing far right in the back row                                                                                           

His father, Arthur Preston (Snr), is seated 4th from the left 

with the full beard



Cap Badge of Prince of Wales Own (West Yorkshire Regiment)



Recruitment in Leeds:

15th Battalion, 1st (City) Leeds Pals; 17th Battalion, 2nd (Bantams) Leeds Pals;

and 15/17th Battalion, Leeds Pals

This list is a compilation made from all the various lists and names we have come 

across in the course of researching the Pals, and includes the names of anyone we 

have found who was in any of the battalions, for whatever period of time. Each entry 

aims to have the number, name and ultimate fate for other ranks, and the name, rank 

and fate for officers. Inevitably some entries are incomplete, some are likely to be 

inaccurate, some may be duplicates and, for the officers, the rank given is that on the 

Medal Roll and may not include subsequent promotions.  

(Note that the officers are listed separately at the end.)

A further complication is that all the battalions of the West Yorkshire Regiment, 

and there were some 35 in the course of the war, were known as The Prince of Wales’s 

Own.  This title was also given to battalions of different regiments entirely.  So unless 

listings are very precise, or additional information is given, it is not always possible to 

be certain to which battalion a soldier belonged.



When recruiting for the Leeds Pals (15th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, 

Prince of Wales’ Own,) started in August 1914 the volunteers were given a 

regimental number with the prefix 15.

Extract from the enlistments and what became of each man:

17/127   Preston, Abraham, tr 10th Y&L KIA 15/11/16

15/1563 Preston, Arthur,  KIA 21/09/16

56019    Preston, Ernest, 15/17th Res 31/1/20

15/1032 (& 1033?)   Preston, Harold, POW    Res 6/04/19

15/1071 Preston, Henry,   KIA 1/07/16  (RSM)

61785    Price, Michael, 15/17th  tr 21st  re-enl KOYLI 5/11/19

64304    Priestley, Harold Alberta, 15/17th Res 22/12/19

41658    Priestley, James, 17th Res 3/03/19

18/131   Priestley, John Edward, 15/17th Res 7/03/19

17/238   Priestley, Tom, tr 1/7th DOW 16/07/18



Pals’ Battalions (Also known as Service Battalions)

Pals’ Battalions proved very popular with men and communities in Northern England at the 

outbreak of WW1. They recruited men from the same trade and occupation to form a fighting body. 

These Battalions comprised men who had enlisted together in local recruiting drives, with the promise 

that they would be able to serve alongside their friends, neighbours and colleagues, rather than being 

arbitrarily allocated to Battalions where needed most. 

The men were happy to fight with people they knew, and their families were pleased. They knew 

the friends would be there to look after each other during the war. The locally-raised Pals Battalions 

were, in essence, a notable manifestation of the British voluntary tradition and of the distinct mixture of 

patriotism, civic pride and lingering parochialism that characterised Britain in the early 20th Century. 

It cut across social classes, miners, civil servants, bankers, and fishermen (The Grimsby Chums.)

By the end of September 1914, over 50 towns had formed Pals Battalions. Among the most well-

known are the Acrington Pals, the Chorley Pals, the Tyneside Pals, the Preston Pals and the Bradford 

Pals. By 1916 145 Pals’ Battalions had been formed.

A Service Battalion provided combat service support to a Brigade group and its elements. It was 

able to fight in a defensive role as well as provide the vital logistical support to sustain the operations of 

the other units within the Brigade group.



The Leeds Pals Battalion pre July1916



BBC News 9th February 2015

The Bantam Recruits:

The “Bantams” were men who fell short of Army requirements physically by virtue of being 

under the regulation 5ft. 6in in height and an expanded chest measurement of 34”. 



Albert Knowles being sworn in on enlisting with the 

'Leeds Pals', later the 15th Battalion, The Prince of 

Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment, at Leeds Town 

Hall on the outbreak of the First World War.



Recruitment Poster in Leeds September 1914



Leeds Pals at Colsterdale Training Camp, Masham North Yorkshire for 

basic soldiering. 

The name of the Leeds Pals Battalion is synonymous with one of the 

bloodiest phases of World War One.



The troops, most of whom came from the city, suffered huge 

losses in just a few minutes at the Battle of the Somme in July 

1916.

But in the months before their departure for France, the 

soldiers were sent to the Yorkshire Dales to prepare them for 

action.

The men camped at Brears Scale, Colsterdale, near Masham, 

with some soldiers staying in old huts left behind by Irish navvies. 

The townspeople of Leeds also donated tents, bedding and other 

items for the troops' comfort.

Many of the young men in this picture would have been 

among the 24 officers and 504 other ranks who were killed or 

injured at the Somme later that summer. The depleted battalion 

was amalgamated with the 17th battalion of the West Yorkshire 

Regiment a year later.



Colsterdale



Memorial to the Leeds Pals at Colsterdale erected 1935



Gorre British Cemetery, Pas - de - Calais, 

France  

Died Thursday, 21st September 1916

Arthur Preston is buried in Block III Row A 

Grave 17 of 942 casualties

Images follow CWGC/TWGPP



(TWGPP)



Arthur Preston is buried in Block 

III Row A Grave 17  

(TWGPP)









Arthur Preston is buried in Block III, Row A, Grave 17 



Burial Record for Arthur Preston at Gorre British 

Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France

A closer look at the dates in September/October show 

casualties from a major battle near to Gorre and the 

men were buried as the fighting progressed, then 

moved on

It is doubtful if the family were ever able to visit his 

grave 



Record of Entries for the book retained in the 

Repository Box at the Cemetery

The entry gives Arthur’s death as aged 30. In 

fact, he was born in 1880, so was 36

It would appear he gave his Sister - in - Law, 

Mrs. E. Griggs, in Doncaster, had some control 

over contact to the Imperial War Graves 

Commission, hence the confusion over the age at 

death







Thomas Lancelot Sanderson

Cadet – Coldstream Guards

Died in Barnet Military Hospital, London

on 9th December 1918

Aged 18.

Buried in Lancaster Road Cemetery,

Lancaster.



Thomas Lancelot Sanderson in Uniform (1918) 

Lancaster Road Cemetery Family Grave 

(Details follow in Text.) 

Ref: find a Grave - Len 2017



Baptism Record of Thomas Tunstall Sanderson at the Parish Church of Ellel, 

Lancaster on 17th June 1900, having been born 4th April 1900. The family are living 

at Thorneycroft, Lancaster. John and Josephine are shown as parents, he being a 

Solicitor.



St. John the Evangelist, Ellel where Thomas Tunstall 

Sanderson was baptised 17th June 1900



IWGC Grave Registration Index showing 

Thomas Tunstall Sanderson buried in 

Lancaster Road Cemetery, Lancaster.

Grave Ref: - E CE 536. 

His parents give Carus Lodge, Halton, 

Lancaster as their residence



IWGC Final Personal Headstone Inscriptions

There was no response to the IWGC by parents, so 

assume a private memorial was carved to 

commemorate Thomas Tunstall Sanderson. 

His plot is arrowed



IWGC Burial Registration Form for 28179 Thomas Tunstall 

Sanderson at Lancaster Road Cemetery.                                                                                        

Shows a Limestone Slab in grass for 2 family spaces



IWGC Grave Inscriptions. Records 

show 117 Casualties are buried here



Postcard of Barnet Auxiliary Military Hospital, The Barracks, Barnet, Hertfordshire.                                         

It had 10 beds for military personnel. It was here that                                                                      

Cadet Thomas Tunstall Sanderson died of Pneumonia, 9th December 1918. Aged 18.



Lancaster Road Cemetery 

showing the Burials for the 

Sanderson family.

With thanks to Claire Adams at 

Lancaster City Council 

Cemeteries Dept



Interments At Lancaster Road Cemetery in respect of the Sanderson Family: -

536-E-Con

Thomas Lancelot Sanderson – Aged 18 Years – Occupation: Cadet- Coldstream Guards 

– Date of Death:  09/12/1918 at The War Hospital, Barnet, London – Date of Burial: 

12/12/1918

Robert Tunstall Sanderson of Carus Lodge, Halton, Lancaster – Aged 80 years – Date of 

Death: 11/02/1987 – Date of Interment: 15/02/1987

537-E-Con

Grave Owner: Mr. John Tunstall Sanderson

Interments: John Tunstall Sanderson of Carus Lodge, Halton, Lancaster – Aged 71 

Years – Occupation: Solicitor – Date of Death: 18/07/1938 – Date of Burial: 20/07/1938

Josephine Mary Sanderson of Carus Lodge, Halton, Lancaster – Aged 86 Years –

Date of Burial: 20/02/1959

Courtesy of Claire Adams, Lancaster City Council Burials and Cemeteries Department.

Also, for the Plan of Lancaster Road Cemetery identifying the Sanderson Graves.



THOMAS LANCELOT SANDERSON

Cadet 28179, Officer Cadet Bn. Household Batt.,

who died on Monday 09/12/1918 Age: 18.

Son of John Tunstall Sanderson and Josephine Mary 

Sanderson,

of Carus Lodge, Lancaster.

LANCASTER CEMETERY Ref: - E CE 536. 

LANCASHIRE

Borough of Lancaster Civic Reception H M Forces Report 

Form Shows:

Thomas Lancelot Sanderson. Resided at Carus Lodge, 

Lancaster, A single man. 

Cadet Household Brigade Coldstream Guards. He served 4 

months at home. Died from pneumonia at Military Hospital 

at High Barnet 9th. December 1918

(Not on Soldiers Died in the Great War 1914-1919)





Probate for John Tunstall Sanderson showing his death 18th July 1938 living 

at 67 Church Street, and also Carns (Carus) Lodge, Lancaster. Proved in 

London 19th August 1938 to Josephine Mary Sanderson, Widow, Robert 

Tunstall Sanderson and Vernon Royle, Solicitor. Effects: £74,907.                  

Re Sworn: - £75,005. 6s. 10d.







Private 241776 Thomas Walling

1st/5th Batt. Royal Lancaster Regiment

Son of Thomas and Alice Walling of Halton 

Lived at Ivy Cottage, Low Road 

Died of Wounds Thursday, 27th March 1917

Aged 26

Buried at Wimereux Communal Cemetery

Pas de Calais

Grave II F 8

“PEACE PERFECT PEACE”



Pre 1914 Line Drawing of Ivy Cottage, Halton. (Bill Hosfield)



Ivy Cottage, Low Road, Halton - August 2019



Ivy Cottage Halton - August 2019



The Life of Thomas Walling – (1891 – 1917)

The Walling Family is a well-established name in Halton.

Thomas Walling married Alice Ann Sharples on 14th November 1883 at St. Wilfrid’s Parish 

Church, Halton. He was from Halton and Alice was born in Slyne.

In 1891 the family were living in Davidson Street, Lancaster. Thomas was employed as a Barman 

and they had 3 children; Joseph 6, William 4 and Thomas aged just 1 month.

1901 saw them now living in Halton on Low Road. Alice is a widow, her husband having died in 

1898, and she is with her parents, Joseph and Ann. The 3 boys are there too.

However, in 1911 the Census shows Ann is now widowed too. Alice is working to sustain the 

family as a Cotton Winder at an Oil Cloth Works. Thomas in now 20 and a Gardener. There is an 

older Boarder, also a Gardener. The family are together in Ivy Cottage, Low Road, Halton.



With Britain at war, Thomas enlisted into the Army in February 1916; in the 

Kings Own Royal Regiment in Lancaster. He is 25. He signed his own Attestation 

Form, possibly at Phoenix Street Depot, Lancaster, giving his brother, Joseph, as 

next of kin. 

Thomas is now a Kingsman, Private 241776 of 1/5th Battalion. 

He had been serving in the Army only 13 months, being in France since 

December 1916. Thomas was wounded in the right leg on 12th March 1917 whilst in 

action and taken to Wimereux Communal Hospital. Here the leg was amputated, 

but then infection set in and he succumbed to his wounds on Thursday 22nd March 

1917. All in 10 days. He was 26.

Thomas is buried in Wimereux Communal Cemetery in Grave II F 8, Pas de 

Calais. The family chose the inscription “PEACE PERFECT PEACE” at the base of 

his headstone.

Maggie Agnes Walling (believed to be his cousin), received £4.14s. 9d in back 

pay according to his effects which she collected at Halton Post Office.



Wimereux Hospitals



Wimereux was the Headquarters of the British Army and had major hospitals 

serving Boulogne, Etaples and Rouen. The Australians, Canadians, French and 

British had hospitals here too, some requisitioned country houses, others formed 

from large, hastily constructed wooden huts. The Nursing Corps were strongly 

represented here in support of the hospitals. 

Wimereux covered the major conflicts in the Arras and Ypres war area. 

Casualties were buried at Wimereux in date order of death, principally from 

the hospitals. 

The upper image is of a Wimereux British Hospital. Bed space is at a premium 

and confined. The risk of cross infection is high and not fully understood. 

Antibiotics were unknown for another thirty years and Sepsis a common 

complication in the cause of death.



It is possible that Thomas Walling had his wounds treated here before the 

decision to amputate his leg was made in 1917. Then followed the onset of infection 

(Sepsis) leading to his inevitable death. 

The lower images show a French country house converted into a hospital, 

whilst still retaining its splendour. There is much more space and air. It is 

deceptive in some ways as the very scale of the hall/room is not shown.



Historical Background: 

Wimereux was the headquarters of the Queen Mary's Army Auxiliary Corps 

during the First World War and in 1919 it became the General Headquarters of 

the British Army. 

From October 1914 onwards, Boulogne and Wimereux formed an important 

hospital centre and until June 1918, the medical units at Wimereux used the 

communal cemetery for burials, the south-eastern half having been set aside for 

Commonwealth graves, although a few burial were also made among the civilian 

graves.

By June 1918, this half of the cemetery was filled, and subsequent burials 

from the hospitals at Wimereux were made in the new military cemetery at 

Terlincthun. 



Notable Burial: - John McCrae

There are 2,847 casualties buried in Wimereux, 2,347 are British. Among the 8 

Canadians is Lt. Colonel John McCrae, a Canadian Military Surgeon, Teacher and 

Poet. He was born in Ontario in 1872 and died in 1918 at Wimereux. 

On 4th August 1914, Britain declared war on Germany. Canada, as a member of 

the British Empire, was automatically at war, and its citizens from all across the land 

responded quickly. Within three weeks of the outbreak of war, 45,000 Canadians had 

rushed to join up. John McCrae was among them. He was appointed a medical officer 

with the First Brigade of the Canadian Field Artillery with the rank of Major and 

second-in-command.

In April 1915, John McCrae was in the trenches near Ypres, Belgium, in the area 

traditionally called Flanders. Some of the heaviest fighting of the First World War 

took place there during what was known as the Second Battle of Ypres.



The day before he wrote his famous poem, “In Flanders Fields” one of McCrae's closest friends, Lt. 

Alexis Helmer, was killed in the fighting and buried in a makeshift grave with a simple wooden cross. Wild 

poppies were already beginning to bloom between the crosses marking the many graves. Unable to help his 

friend or any of the others who had died, John McCrae gave them a voice through his poem. 

John McCrae was deeply affected by the fighting and losses in France. He became bitter and 

disillusioned. He felt he should have made greater sacrifices, and insisted on living in a tent through the year, 

like his comrades at the front, rather than in the officers' huts. When this affected his health in mid-winter he 

had to be ordered into warmer surroundings. To many he gave the impression that he felt he should still be 

with his old artillery brigade. 

During the summer of 1917, John McCrae was troubled by severe asthma attacks and occasional bouts 

of bronchitis. He became very ill in January 1918 and diagnosed his condition as pneumonia. He was moved 

to Number 14 British General Hospital for Officers where he continued to grow weak.

On 28th January 28, after an illness of five days, he died of pneumonia and meningitis. The day he fell 

ill, he learned he had been appointed consulting physician to the First British Army, the first Canadian so 

honoured.

John McCrae was buried with full military honours in Wimereux Cemetery, just north of Boulogne, not 

far from the fields of Flanders. His personal horse Bonfire led the procession, McCrae's riding boots reversed 

in the stirrups. His death was met with great grief among his friends and contemporaries



The British presence in the hospitals in Wimereux









The Burned Papers in respect of Pte. 241776 

Thomas Walling comprise of 20 + pages.  Some are 

filmed twice and a few are blank or illegible, so not 

included.

The important ones are shown here including 

personal items, a letter from Maggie H Walling 

regarding a missing protective vest belonging to 

Thomas, Attestation and Medical reports.

Some are self-explanatory, so have no notes



Attestation Form and Oath of 

Allegiance dated 16th February 1916

Across the form is written D of W



Medical Report showing a mole on abdomen



Addresses for Correspondence between the Army Depot at 

Fulwood Barracks, Preston and Maggie H. Walling in Halton







Address for return of Personal Effects



Thomas’ Personal effects listing of items                                                                         

sent to Maggie H Walling; -

Identity Discs, 

Correspondence, 

1 pocket wallet, 

1 cigarette case,

1 Testament, 

1 metal mirror in case, 

1 silver wrist watch, 

2 photographs, 

1 coin.



Letter from Maggie H Walling to Preston in 

regard to a missing Day-field Body Shield* 3 days 

after personal effects arrived at Ivy Cottage.

*Rigid metal plates sandwiched between 

fabric and worn as body protection. Can be worn 

under or over service dress, allowing free 

movement



Casualty form showing Active Service dates



Attestation 2. 

Probably the 

original copy as no 

D of W shown 



Statement showing Joseph Walling                                                                   

of Ivy Cottage, Halton as Next of Kin. Continued on next image



Army Conditions of Service



Army Register of Soldier’s Effects showing 

payment of £4. 14s. 9d. to Maggie H 

Walling in respect of Thomas Walling



Victory Medal and War Medal Award made to Pte. Thomas Walling



Medal Rolls Index 1914 – 1920 for Pte. 241776 Thomas Walling



IWGC and CWGC Records for Pte. 241776 

at Wimereux Communal Cemetery



The Grave of Thomas Walling

Buried at Wimereux Communal Cemetery

Pas de Calais, France.

Grave II F 8

Died Thursday, 22nd March 1917

“PEACE PERFECT PEACE”  

(TWGPP)



Plan showing the grave position of 

Plot II Row F Grave 8

where Pte. 242776 Thomas Walling is 

buried



Note:

The Headstones are laid flat here since the cemetery is 

built on mainly sand and will not accept the footings of 

upright ones



Wimereux Communal Cemetery – The early crosses and groundwork. (CWGC)



Wimereux Communal Cemetery

Early Post War Graves and today





Family Inscription on Headstone 

chosen by Joseph Walling

“PEACE PERFECT PEACE”



IWGC Headstone Inscriptions and Layout for

Pte. 241776 Thomas Walling 



Register Index of Burials at Wimereux 

Community Cemetery



Graves Registration Report 

showing Pte. Thomas Walling







Lance Corporal 306917 Robert John Walker

Son of Joseph James and Mary Agnes Walker

(Formerly 3538 Royal Lancaster Regiment)

2/8th Batt. Royal Warwickshire Regiment

KIA 30th March 1917

Aged 22

“He Loved Honour More Than He Feared Death”

(Headstone Inscription)

Buried in Roisel Communal Cemetery, Picardy, Somme

Plot 1 Row K Grave 10



The Walker Family Background: -

Joseph James Walker (1868 – 1906) was born in Belfast, County Down, 

Ireland and married Mary Agnes (1873 – 1920), born in Lancaster. 

1891 sees Joseph living on St. George’s Quay, Lancaster, on the River 

Lune. Joseph is an Iron Moulder. Agnes Robinson, is Head and there are 4 

Lodgers. 

In 1901 the family are living in 96 High Road, Halton. Joseph is still an 

Iron Moulder. They have 4 children: - Eleanor 7, Robert 6, Frederick 4 and 

John Thomas 2. 

The 1911 Census shows Joseph has died 5 years previously and Mary 

is Head and a Cleaner. Eleanor is a Domestic Kitchen Maid, while Robert is 

employed as an Oilcloth Edge Minder. (Halton had Oilcloth Mills on the 

River Lune in the village.) there is another child, a half-brother, George 

Robinson 9.

Mary Angus died in Halton, Lunesdale in January 1920, aged 47.



Military Background: -

Robert enlisted as a Private 3538 in the Royal Lancaster Regiment. At some point he was transferred to 

the 2nd/8th Royal Warwickshire Regiment and was Lance Corporal 306917. This may be a move to 

supplement losses and replace an NCO.

Robert was KIA in Picardy, Somme on 20th March 1917 at an unidentified place. However, his body 

was re-interred in Roisel Community Military Cemetery as part of bringing casualties from smaller 

cemeteries to one concentrated location. The IWGC Records do not show where Robert was initially buried, 

but he was among 8 men moved to Roisel.

A later CWGC page gives names and information about which smaller cemeteries were selected for the 

re-interment of casualties, but does not give numbers taken from each. 

Within Plot I at Riesel Cemetery there are 318 re-interments. Plots II has 267 and Plot III 253. Plot IV 

has just 20, adjacent to the German burials. A total of 858. Among the burials are some Unknown Soldiers. 

The men are buried randomly and not by Regiment. In Row K there are 2 Warwickshire men, including 

Robert Walker.

Robert’s sister, Eleanor, chose her brother’s grave inscription –

“He Loved Honour More Than Death.”



The Medal Roll Index shows the Award of the Victory Medal to Robert. There 

is no mention of his time with the Royal Lancaster Regiment.

The Army Ledger of Soldier’s Effects show an award to Mary Agnes, Robert’s 

mother, of £4.13s.3d dated, 6th November 1917. A Gratuity Award of £5.15s. 

was issued individually to both Eleanor and George on 18h March 1920, after 

their mother had died. (See later Soldier’s Ledger.)

There is no given record of Robert’s personal items which would have been 

sent to his family e.g., Bible, coins, cigarette lighter, photos and letters etc.

There was no Probate in respect of Robert or his parents.



Roisel Communal Cemetery, Picardy, Somme



Historical Background to Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension: - (CWGC Edited.)

Roisel town was occupied by British troops in April 1917, and evacuated after a 

strong defence by the 66th (East Lancashire) Division in the evening of the 22nd March 

1918. 

It was retaken in the following September.

Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension was begun by German troops, who buried 

immediately to the North of the Communal Cemetery.

It was developed in October and November 1918, by the 41st, 48th, 53rd and 58th 

Casualty Clearing Stations, and it was completed after the Armistice by the 

concentration of British and German graves from the country North, East and South of 

Roisel.



The following were among the burial grounds from which British graves were 

removed to the Extension: -

BERNES CHURCHYARD, in which 49 soldiers of the 46th (North Midland) 

Division and the Royal Field Artillery were buried in September 1918; and the 

GERMAN EXTENSION, in which one soldier from the United Kingdom was buried 

in September 1917.

HESBECOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION, in which 35 

Australian soldiers and 28 from the United Kingdom were buried by the 59th (North 

Midland) Division in April 1917, and by Australian units in September and October 

1918.

L'ABBAYE GERMAN CEMETERY, VERMAND, between the village of 

Vermand and the hamlet of Villecholles, which contained the graves of 300 German 

soldiers and ten from the United Kingdom and one from Canada who fell in April and 

May 1917.



POEUILLY BRITISH CEMETERY, which was 200 metres South of the 

village of Poeuilly. It contained the graves of 27 soldiers from the United 

Kingdom and one from Australia, who fell in September and October 1918.

ROISEL CHURCHYARD, in which one R.F.C officer was buried in 

August 1916.

*VERMAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY GERMAN EXTENSION, in 

which 7 soldiers from the United Kingdom were buried by the enemy in March 

and April 1918.

*Pte. Robert Walker may be one of the 7 casualties transferred from here.



There are now 878, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Of these, 

120 are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 12 soldiers from the United 

Kingdom and one from Australia who are known or believed to be buried among 

them. 

Other special memorials record the names of two soldiers from the United 

Kingdom, buried in other cemeteries, whose graves could not be found on 

concentration. 

The graves of 88 soldiers of the United States Army buried here in October 1918, 

have been removed to another cemetery. 

There are also 514, German Foreign Nationals commemorated in this site, 190 

being unidentified.



The Headstone of L/Cpl. Robert Walker.                                                                                       

The grave inscription was chosen by his 

sister, Eleanor.  

Plot 1, Row K, Grave 10

(TWGPP)



Roisel - Steps leading up to the main Cemetery CWGC





Plan of Roisel Communal Cemetery: -

The Grave of Private Robert Walker is arrowed. 

Plot 1 Row K 10



Grave Index showing L/Cpl. 306996 

Robert James Walker. 1 K 10



Burial Return (Exhumation and Reburial) for Roisel 

Communal Cemetery showing L/Cpl. Robert J. Walker



IWGC Grave Registration Report Form 

Roisel Communal Cemetery                                               

showing L/Cpl. Robert James Walker



IWGC Grave Inscriptions for L/Cpl. Robert J. Walker



Family Headstone Inscriptions. Robert’s sister, Eleanor, 

chose the words: -

“He Loved Honour More Than He Feared Death”                                                                                  



Register of Army Soldiers’ Effects 

1901 – 1929, showing Robert Walker.

Payment of £4. 13s. 3d. 

Paid to Mrs.  Mary A.



Medal Rolls Card Index 1914 – 1920 showing L/C Robert Walker – Victory Medal 







Pte. 50646 William Wilson                                                                    

7th Batt. Royal Liverpool Regiment

1890 – 1918

Son of Edward and Ellen Wilson

Husband of Polly Wilson nee Sharples

Died 9th May 1918 in France and Flanders 

Age 28

Commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial 

Panel 34

Zonnnebeke, Leper, Belgium



The Wilson Family Background: -

Edward Wilson (1868 1948) was the son of William Wilson (1845 –

1921), born in Thurnham, near Lancaster and married Margaret Mallingson 

(1845 – 1912), in February 1864. 

Edward was born in Galgate, a village south of Lancaster was to marry 

Ellen Walling (1870 – 1948), born in Borwick, near Carnforth on 26th 

October 1887. 

1891 Census shows the family living at 9 Eastham Street, Lancaster. 

They have 2 children: George aged 2, and William aged 1. 

Edward is an Over-Looker in a Cotton Mill, aged 23. He is a middle-

manager ensuring the smooth running of the Mill and closing the machinery 

at the end of the day. It was a job he followed for life. Ellen is shown as 21.

William was baptised at Christ Church Parish Church, near Williamson 

Park, Lancaster on 2nd March 1890.



Marriage of Edward Wilson to Ellen Walling on 22nd October 1887 at 

Christ Church, Lancaster.                                                                        

Edward’s father, William, is a Labourer and Ellen’s father a Coal Miner



1901 finds the family living in Low Road, Halton. There are now 5 

children: George 13, William 11, Edith 8, Margaret 5 and Albert 2. 

George is a Cotton Twister in the weaving shed.

The family had moved by 1911 and are now living at 2 Kirkby 

Terrace on High Road, Halton, as the name suggests, a Victorian row of 

terraced houses. George has left home, William is now a Cotton Twister, 

with Edith and Margaret as Cotton Weavers. Albert is 12.

Both Edward and Ellen died in 1948. Ellen is named on the Walling 

Family Headstone in St. Wilfrid’s Churchyard, Halton to the right of the 

church doorway.

William Wilson married into the Sharples family, by his marriage to 

Polly Sharples (1890 – 1980) at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton in 

January, 1917. They were both 27 years of age.



Polly Sharples was one of three girls born to William Sharples b.1861 and 

Hannah Wilson b.1863. The 1891 Census shows the family living in Low Road, 

Halton, near the Greyhound Inn. William is a Painter’s Labourer, born in Slyne 

while Hannah was born in Borwick, near Carnforth. The girls are Edith, 14, 

Polly, 11 and new-born, Priscilla, 1/12 month. 

Polly was baptised in St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church on 18th May 1890. 

The Sharples family were neighbours to the Wilson family on Low Road 

and Polly was to marry William in 1917 in the village church. This further 

suggests that the couple were at school together on High Road. 

Before 1891, it seems that William has died, and Hannah 41, is shown as a 

widow and working as a Charwoman, still living with her 3 children. 

In 1911, Hannah is 51, still a widow. The girls are all employed at the 

Oilcloth Works in Halton.



As stated earlier, Polly married William Wilson, a neighbour, in 

1917. 

He enlisted with the King’s Royal Liverpool Regiment on a date 

and place not known.

William was reported missing on 9th May 1918 in the Vierstaat 

Sector, Ypres, Belgium. His body was never found and William is 

commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

Now a widow herself, she remarried a John Turner in April 1926 

at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church in Halton. They had an infant who died 

in August 1930. John died on 24th December 1946, aged 54 years. 

Polly was widowed for a second time, but never remarried again. 

She died on 2nd August 1980 in Halton, aged 90 years. The family 

grave is in St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton.



Polly’s sister, Priscilla, married William Bernard Kellet, who was 

very seriously injured by a gas shell explosion in France and Flanders in 

July 1918. He was brought home, but died of his wounds in England, at 

Netley Military Hospital in Southampton, in October 1918. He is buried 

and commemorated by the CWGC in Halton.

William and Priscilla, 70 when she died, together with their only 

child, Gertrude, (Harrison) who died in May 2003, aged 87; are all buried 

together in a grave close to Polly and John, but on the other side of the 

path leading to St. Wilfrid’s Church.



Grave in St. Wilfrid's Parish Church, Halton showing the 

Burial of John Turner and his wife, Polly, formerly Wilson, 

nee Sharples



Christ Church Parish Church, near Williamson Park, Lancaster 

where William Wilson was Baptised on 2nd March 1890



Baptism Entry showing William Wilson on 2nd March 1890 at Christ Church Parish 

Church. The family are at 4 St. Peter’s Road, Lancaster.                                                             

Parents are William and Ellen



Baptism Register showing the entry for Polly Sharples on 

18th May 1890 at St. Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Halton



Pte. 50646 William Wilson. King’s Royal Liverpool Regiment:

Along with most British soldiers entering France and Flanders, William would have sailed 

from Folkstone to Boulogne. From here he would march or take London buses/open lorries to the 

Front.  

It is only known that he was serving with the 2nd Battalion, KRLR that the Diaries tell us 

something of his last days fighting near Ypres, Belgium. The Diaries are written in pencil and show 

the movement of troops, encounters with the enemy and casualty numbers. 

In this case the Diaries show the Vierstaat Sector on 9th May 1918 where William was 

probably Missing in Action, but the full casualty figures are shown too.

Pte. 50646 William Wilson. King’s Royal Liverpool Regiment:

Along with most British soldiers entering France and Flanders, William would have sailed 

from Folkstone to Boulogne. From here he would march or take London buses/open lorries to the 

Front.  



The Diaries give actual complex compass points of troop movements and positions 

at a given time. These are not shown here as the figures deflect from the actual 

Battalion details. However, the Original Diaries in this work are included. Place 

movements are given and the actions taken by day and time. 

The KRLR Diaries used are…… pages 81,82, 83,84 May 1918. 

William is Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Panel 34, near Ypres, 

which gives names of 11, 961 men whose bodies were never found.



War Diaries of 17th Battalion                                                

Kings Liverpool Regiment 

May 1918

National Archives (Digital Access)

Pages 81 – 84

(Pages 82/83 have been transcribed)



Map showing Ypres in the 4th/5th Battle of Ypres 

1918.                                                                                     

Also known as the battle of Lys.                                                                                             

Ypres is arrowed in black.

The 17th Battalion, KLR held the line to the SW, 

arrowed in red.



War Diary or Intelligence Reports WO 95/2334/1:

17th Battalion Royal Kings Own Regiment

8th – 9th May 1918. 

Near Ypres, Belgium

(CP) = Compass Point. (OR) = Ordinary Ranks. Coy = 

Company.

Concerning the loss of Private 50646 William Wilson -

Missing 9th May 1918.

(Vierstaat Ridge - Sometimes known as the 4th/5th 

Battle of Ypres.)



Page 82 -Vierstaat Sector: (6 miles SW of Ypres.)

8/5/18: 8:45pm. Ridge originally held by us in the morning of 8th inst.

9:25pm. (Prisoners (1 Officer and 6 men) captured by ‘A’ Company.

10:30pm. Situation reported to be as follows: -

One party comprised of 2 Officers of 17 KLR and 80 men and several units hold a line 

from CP [Control Point] to CP. Another party comprises 40 strong held from CP to 

CP of second line was being held CP to CP by 2nd Yorks, 2nd Bedfords and 8 machine 

guns was in touch with French on the Right and NEW ZEALAND RIFLES on the 

left. Reinforcements were badly needed before dawn if forward positions were to be 

held.

Vierstaat Sector:  

9/5/18: 3am. Message received from Brigade HQ timed 1am stating objectives had 

appeared to have been gained. 2nd Bedfords and 2nd Yorks ordered to withdraw. 

4am. 2 Companies 17th KLR moved forward in ones and two re-establish a line CP to 

CP. We failed to do so before daylight. Brigade Sector was reorganised.



5:40pm. Dispositions of Brigade Front Line were CP to CP. 

(Liaison has been obtained with the French at this point) from CP 

to CP held by ‘D’ Coy, 17th KLR, from CP to CP by ‘B’ Coy of 

KLR. At this point CP to CP by 2 Platoons of ‘C’ Coy. 17th KLR. 

At this point Battalion are in touch with ‘A’ Coy, 4th Coy 

KLR (attached by this Company of 4th KLR and from CP to CP 

south of the RIDGE WOOD) by the 5th Scottish Rifles. 

End of Page 82.



Page 83 -Vierstaat Sector:  

9/5/18: 5:40pm. Enemy reported to be 200 yards from our lines and swimming NE 

and SW in CP. ‘C’ 17th KLR (less 2 Platoons) holding the Reserve Line.this line has liaison 

with the French on the left with NEW ZEALAND RIFLES. 

17th KLR moved from Forward Zone by 1st Queens and took up Brigade Reserve Position 

on the LA CLYTTE and MALLEBAST-CORNER ROAD Line.

Vierstaat Sector:  

10/5/18: Battalion relieved by 1st Queens and moved back to ST. LAWRENCE 

CAMP.

ST. LAWRENCE CAMP. 6am. Battalion arrived in Camp.

During period 5/5/18 to 10/5/18 the following Casualties were sustained:

17th KLR. Captain H. Henry MC. 2nd Lt. D.H. Black – Killed.

10 OR Killed.

57 OR Wounded.

19 OR Missing.



BUYSSCHEURE:

5am. Battalion embussed on the POPERINGHE-ABELLE ROAD and moved to 

BUYSSCHEURE by 7:30pm – delousing. 

8:30pm. In camp at BUYSSCHEURE.

13/5/18 – 14/5/18 

Day spent in cleaning up Battalion Transport – moved to CWCQ (Transport Depot) for 

dispersal day G.H.Q. on account of Unit being reduced to a Training Cadre.

BUYSSCHEURE:

18/5/18: Battalion Training Staff marched to AUDRUIQ where entrained for 

WOINCOURT.

WOINCOURT:

19/5/18: Detrained. March to Billets in MENESLIES arriving about 10am.

19/5/18: 4 Officers and 218 OR’s dispatched to ‘G’ Base Depot, ETAPLES as a surplus to 

Training Establishment. 

Signed by Lt. Col. J.P. Pith. Commanding Officer.

End of Page 83



Note: -

The Diaries show the Casualties for a 5-day period in 

May 1918. The 9 Missing OR’s would include Pte. Wilfrid 

Wilson, though whether he died singly or with others is not 

clear nor stated.



Brief Background History of Tyne Cot Memorial:

Like many of the names for features, buildings or woods in the First World War “Tyne 

Cot” or “Tyne Cottage” was a familiar name given by the men of the Northumberland 

Fusiliers to a barn that stood near the level crossing on the Passchendaele-Broodseinde Road. 

For the Geordies it was said that the barn resembled the cottages near the River Tyne. 

Despite this affectionate name any visitor to the area can see that it was tactical significant 

high ground dominating the ground to the south and the approaches to the shell battered tow 

of Passchendaele. 

The ridge was therefore the centre of a defensive complex built around five or six 

German bunkers but despite this it was captured by the 3rd Australian Division on 4th 

October 1917, in their advance on Passchendaele. One of these pill-boxes was unusually large 

and was used as an advanced dressing station after its capture. From 6th October to the end 

of March 1918, 343 graves were made, on two sides of it, by the 50th (Northumbrian) and 

33rd Divisions, and by two Canadian units. 

The cemetery was in German hands again from 13th April to 28th September, when it 

was finally recaptured, with Passchendaele, by the Belgian Army.



At the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 

1922, the bunker that had served as a dressing station formed the base 

for the Cross of Sacrifice.  It is easy to see that when men died at the 

dressing station they were buried outside. The slightly unstructured 

layout of the head stones include those of four German soldiers – three 

of whom are unidentified – which hints at the struggle to save life in 

the ghastly conditions of the Salient.

After the war the dead from cemeteries dotted around the Salient, 

including those constructed by the Germans for British and Imperial 

Forces soldiers were brought together in a huge “Concentration” 

cemetery. 

Tyne Cot consequently became the biggest cemetery on the 

Western Front with the graves of 11,956 Commonwealth servicemen of 

the First World War buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 

8,369 of the burials are unidentified, but there are special memorials to 

more than 80 casualties known or believed to be buried among them. 



A new Visitors Centre and coach park to the rear of the cemetery was officially 

opened on 12th July 2007: the Queen was present at Tyne Cot as part of the run-up 

to the 90th Anniversary of the Battle of Passchendaele. The Visitors Centre is a 

plain grey structure with displays in an area to one side. There are also a number of 

contemporary photographs on display and artefacts that were recovered when the 

coach park was constructed, including a British soldiers “Housewife” clothing 

repair and sewing kit that looks hauntingly contemporary with its safety pins.

On a personal level, I have visited Menin Gate and Tyne Cot Memorials on 

more occasions that I can remember, but each visit evokes the sheer scale of loss of 

life of men who have no known grave, and the sheer scale of the Memorials 

dedicated to their sacrifice. It begs the unanswerable question, “WHY?” Each 

name a casualty loss belonging to a family and only a name is recognised by an 

inscription on stone as a lasting memory. 

The grief must have been untold for those who received an official letter or 

telegram at home. You visit – and then you leave – but what you see and feel stays 

with you, until the next time.

CWGC Website



Tyne Cot Memorial Images (CWGC)

Tyne Cot Memorial, Ypres Salient

11,961 White Cross Graves 8,373 Unknown

34,957 names on the Memorial Wall.

Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, Leper, Belgium



And there lay gentlemen from out of all the seas

That ever called him King.

'Twixt Nieuport sands and the eastward lands where the 

Four Red Rivers spring,

Five hundred thousand gentlemen of those that served their 

King.

By Rudyard Kipling

This poem by Kipling appeared in The Times while Literary 

Advisor to the IWGC and commemorates King George V’s 

visit to Tyne Cot on 22nd May 1922.



“And when all was done, and the People of the Graves were laid at ease and in 

honour, it pleased the Padishah to cross the little water between Belait (England) and 

Frangistan (France), and look upon them. He give order for his going in this way. He 

said: “Let there be neither music nor elephants nor princes about my way, nor at my 

stirrup. For it is a pilgrimage. I go to salute the People of the Graves.” Then he went over. 

And where he saw his dead laid in their multitudes, there he drew rein; there he saluted; 

there he laid flowers upon great stones after the custom of his people...and the old women 

and the little staring children of Frangistan pressed him close, as he halted among the 

bricks and the ashes and the broken wood of the towns which had been killed in the 

War.”

By Rudyard Kipling "The Debt" (1930) when King George was very ill and his condition 

was broadcast the Nation. Again the words are centred on Tyne Cot. 





Tyne Cot Memorial Plan 

Stone 34A is arrowed



Tyne Cot Memorial 1 CWGC











Private William Wilson

Tyne Cot

Died 9th May 1918 Zonnebeke, Leper

Memorial ID 12306446

Citation – Teresa L. Watson

11th November 2005 (Armistice Day)



Pte. 50646 William Wilson 

Commemorated on Stone 34 A 

at Tyne Cot Memorial





Tyne Cot Cemetery Register Entry for Pte. 

50646AWilliam Wilson                        

17th Batt. The King’s Liverpool Regiment



Tyne Cot Stone 34 A showing Pte. 50646 William Wilson on                                                    

The King’s Liverpool Regiment Memorial citation R & S August 2012



Medal Rolls 1914 -1920 showing Pte. 50646 Royal Liverpool 

Regiment as eligible for the Victory Medal







Pte. 67138 Wilfrid Arthur Willis 

1st Batt. Sherwood Foresters - Notts and Derby Regiment.

Sherwood Foresters

Born in Manchester 1882

Died at Passchendaele, 31st July 1917 

(3rd Battle of the Somme)

Aged 35

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Panel 41



The Willis Family Background:  

Thomas Willis 65, and born in 1806 in Selby, North Yorkshire. In 1871 

he is living in Gowthorpe, a district of Selby, and is a Line Merchant 

married to Mary 66, born in Hillam, Leeds in 1807. Their son, also Thomas 

33, is a Line Merchant too. At the same time, their Grandson, Alfred Willis 

14, born 1857 in Adwick-Le-Street, Doncaster, is also living in the family 

home and a scholar.

The 1881 Census tells us that Alfred Willis is now married and living 

with his wife, Sarah/Sara in Orton, Carlisle. He is a Certified School 

Teacher. They have a son, Herbert aged 10 months.

Alfred married Sarah in Chorlton, (sometimes known as Chorlton -

cum-Hardy,) now part of Manchester, at Chorlton Parish Church in March 

1879. Sarah Ann Timperley, was born in Almondbury, Huddersfield in 1853.



Baptism of Alice Ann Hodkinson, (born 7am 2nd March 1881) at St. Bartholomew’s 

Parish Church, West Houghton.                                                                                            

Her Father, John is a Striker at a Colliery Smithy



St. Clément's Parish Church, Chorleton where Alfred Willis 

Married Sarah Timperley in March 1879S



Baptism of Edgar Willis, St. Mary’s, Hulme, Manchester                                                                   

shows Alfred and Sara Willis. 2nd September 1883

(Seems Sara is with an “h” or without.)



In 1891 Herbert is not shown in the Census, so may have died before the 

age of 10 years. The family home now is 28 Front Street, Rawcliffe. Alfred is 

still a School Master and there are now 3 children: - Wilfred Arthur 9, born 

in Manchester, Edgar 7, also born in Manchester and Esme Ellen 5, born in 

Failsworth, Oldham. 

The 1901 Census shows the family now living in Halton, Lancaster. 

Alfred is still a School Master, but now Head Teacher. The family home is 24 

Kirkby Terrance, High Road, Halton, a row of late Victorian, solid stone 

houses. Wilfred Arthur 19, is an Apprentice Glass Maker – inscriptions, 

bowls, decanters, goblets and mirrors. Esme is a Candidate for Pupil 

Teaching, Mildred 14, born in Failsworth and Alfred E 10, born in 

Manchester.

By 1911 Wilfrid Arthur has left the family home and now married living 

in Nottingham. 



Alfred Eustace 21, is also following the teaching path and is a 

Student Teacher. Mildred 24, is already an Assistant Teacher. Edgar 27, 

is a Post Office Telegraphist, married to Florence with a daughter 11 

months.

Alfred Willis, Head Teacher, died in Lancaster on 15th May1942, 

aged 86. He was living at 13 Slyne Road, Lancaster where he died.

Probate was proved in Lancaster, 7th August 1942 in Lancaster.  

Esme Ellen Smith, his widowed daughter benefited solely by 

£873.10s.9d. She died in 1943 in Newton le Willows, Lancashire. 

It is not known when Sarah, died.



The Military History for Private 40417 Wilfred Arthur Willis:

2nd/4th Batt. Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) 

He married Alice Hodkinson in Lancaster in the summer of 1906, probably in Halton, St. 

Wilfrid’s Parish Church

In 1911 the Census shows Wilfrid 29 in Nottingham, living at 5 Claremont Terrace, 

Francis Street. He is a Glass Painter and married to Alice 26, born in Lancaster. They 

have a daughter, Esme 3, born in Nottingham.

Sadly, Wilfrid’s WW1 Army papers do not survive, giving dates of Attestation and 

Personal background, only to say he would have appointed Alice as his next of kin, on 

enlistment in Nottingham in 1914 in the 1st Batt. Sherwood Foresters.

Wilfrid probably arrived in France in 1915, sailing into Boulogne, the usual port of 

entry for British soldiers in France and Flanders. 



The Diaries of the 1st Batt do not give prominence to casualties in 

July 1917

Prior to 24th July 1917 the Diaries list names of Officers going home on 

leave and new Offices joining the Battalion.

24th - 30th July the Batt. is based in DROUVILLE. 1/8th Batt. The 

Sherwood Foresters relived other men in the line on the night of the 

30th/31st July, 2 Coys (Companies) were moved in support at 

PHILOSOPHIE. (Near Bethune, Pas-de-Calais)

The details are signed by Lt. Col. Benton Johnson. Officer 

Commanding Sherwood Foresters. Ref: WO 95-26941 -1.

It can only be implied that Wilfried was among the supporting 

group of men in the trenches and came under attack from shelling, thus 

explaining why his body was never recovered after the incident.



He would have been reported as “Missing,” then “Assumed KIA.” The findings 

would then be forwarded by Telegram to Wilfrid’s family home, possibly accompanied 

by a letter from an Officer or soldier-friend giving information of the circumstances 

known.

The diaries then continue with assessments of the overall situations and orders in 

several typed pages.

Wilfrid’s Medals and a Memorial Plaque of his sacrifice would have been sent to 

Alice after the end of the war, but could take several years to arrive.

The IWGC, as was the custom, inscribed the names of missing soldiers on the huge 

Commemorative Memorials - Menin Gate, Tyne Cot and Thiepval where a whole 

generation are remembered. Wilfrid is honoured on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium. 

There was no Probate.

Sadly, Alfred Willis, as Head Teacher in Halton, would have known and taught 

some of the village casualties. A simple entry appears against the names of former pupils 

in the School Log Book, “Killed in France.” 



Bomb carrying party of the 1st Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire & 

Derbyshire Regiment) going up to the front line at La Boisselle, 6th July 1916.                   

IWM (Image Q780)



Sherwood Foresters (Ref: Wikiwand)



Battle of Passchendaele

Officially known as the Third Battle of Ypres, 

Passchendaele became infamous not only for 

the scale of casualties, but also for the mud.









The Menin Gate, Belgium, is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which cover the area 

known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the 

northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The names 

of 54,393 fallen are remembered here on the panels including Albert Arthur Wallis, Sherwood Foresters



Bay 41 Menin Gate on the Loggia, Ramparts (Arrowed)



Wilfred Arthur Willis. Panel 41 Menin Gate, Ypres



Bay 41 Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium showing the                         

name of Wilfred Arthur Willis



Name Index at Menin Gate, Ypres showing                                    

Private 61738 Wilfred Arthur Willis



Medal Rolls showing the Award of the Victory Medal to Private 

67138 Wilfred Arthur Willis,                                                                                                 

1st Batt. Notts and Derby Sherwood Foresters.



Probate in respect of Alfred Willis, 13 Slyne Road, Lancaster.  Died 

15th May 1942. Probate proved 7th August 1942 in Lancaster.                                                                  

£873.10s.9d to Esme Ellen Smith – Widow.



13 Slyne Road, Lancaster. Home of Alfred 

Willis in 1942, retired Head Teacher







Lance Corporal 8248 Thomas Woodhouse 

2nd Batt. Royal Scots Fusiliers

Son of Thomas and Mary Ann Woodhouse

Born 1886 in Skerton, Lancaster

KIA 31st October 1914 - BEF

Aged 28

at

First Battle of Ypres 

(19th October 1914 - 30th November 1914

France and Flanders

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Leper

Panel 19

Memorial to the Missing



The Woodhouse Family Background:

Thomas Woodhouse (1854 -1910) was born in Lancaster and a Painter’s Labourer 

in the 1881 Census. He was married to Mary Ann Ellwood (1864 – 1900), a Cotton 

Rover – one who replaced new yarn onto bobbins. They married in 1887 in Lancaster. 

The Census also shows their 2 children, Jane Ann b.1879 and Martha b.1880. The 

family home in a City yard, suggesting a poor, crowded area of Lancaster; No.2. Boars 

Head Yard. The yard is still there, near the Duke’s theatre on Moor Lane. However, 

much has changed, and the name “Boars Head Yard” has gone.

1901 Census finds the family now living in New Street, Halton. The family must 

have moved after 1881 as Thomas the 4th child, now 6, is shown as being born in 

Skerton, Lancaster, and the next 2 children, Alice and James, in Slyne, near 

Morecambe. Thomas (Snr) is still a Painter’s Labourer and Jane is a Cotton Weaver. 

Thomas is now a Scholar at Halton National School, on High Road in the village.

1911 saw marked changes in the Woodhouse family structure. The parents, 

Thomas and Mary have died, some children had left home and married. (Jane’s 

husband was Earnest Copsey in 1911. He was KIA during WW1.)



Thomas Woodhouse – Military Background:

Thomas, named after his father, is not found on the 1911 Census, which 

suggests that at some point, he enlisted in the Royal Scots Fusiliers. His records do 

not survive, but in 1911 he is found serving in South Africa with the 2nd Batt. He 

was bought back to England by troop ship to join the BEF (British Expeditionary 

Force.) The Medal Rolls show that Thomas sailed to France on 5th October 1914, 

and engaged 2 weeks later in the First Battle of Ypres (19th October 1914 to 30th 

November 1914.)  

He was reported missing on 30th October 1914 and his body was never 

recovered. (See De Ruvignys Roll of Honour. Vol 2.) 

Thomas is commemorated by the CWGC on the Menin Gate Memorial for the 

Missing, Ypres on Panel 19.



The Army WW1 records for Thomas Woodhouse were lost to bombing in 

1940 of London. 

Sad as well to reflect that Thomas’ own personal possessions were never 

recovered for return to his family.

However, the Army Register of Personal Effects does shed some light on 

the Gratuity Payments of £6.14s. 14d to his four siblings as Next of Kin after 

the war.

It further suggests then that he did not marry.

There was no Probate proved.



Map showing Ypres and its position 

in the First Battle of Ypres October 

1914 to November 1914 



2nd Batt. Scots Guards at First Battle of Ypres (IWM)







The First Battle of Ypres 1914               

This seems to be a Forward Ambulance Station near the 

Front Lines with men awaiting evacuation to a CSS                                                                            



The Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. (Photograph by Trevor 1918)





Ground Floor Plan of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres. 

Panel 19, where Thomas Woodhouse is Commemorated.



De Ruvingy’s Roll of Honour Vol 2

Showing L/Cpl. Thomas Woodhouse, “reported missing 31st October 1914, now 

assumed killed.”



Menin Gate Register of Casualties

showing L/Cpl. 8248 Thomas Woodhouse



Panel List showing L/Cpl. Thomas Woodhouse in Bay 19



Army Register of Soldier’s Effects for L/Cpl. 8248 

Thomas Woodhouse. Showing £6.14s.14d to each of 

Thomas’ siblings – James, Alice, Jane Ann* and 

Lizzie on 24th October 1919

*Jane Ann is now married to Earnest Copsey of 

Halton, also killed in WW1



Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920 showing L/Cpl. 8248 Thomas Woodhouse.                                                                   

2nd Batt. Royal Scots Fusiliers. He entered France on 6th October 1914 

and KIA on 30th November 1914; just 55 days of service.



Victory Medal Roll for L/C 8248 Thomas Woodhouse Royal 

Scots Fusiliers. KIA 31st October 1914.





Appendix 1

(Post 1918)



Mrs. Alice Sharp and Mr. Edmund Sharp of Halton Hall.

Edmund Sharp paid the entire cost of building the War 

Memorial Club and “gifted” it to the village in 1925.

The Deeds from the time are held by Halton Social Club                                                   

and the Parish Clerk.

Image Ref: Bill Hosfield (Edited)



Halton Social Club 2022





Alice Sharpe Edmund Sharpe Lt Col G W Sharpe Rev J W Hastings Sir Norval Helme

Important people in Halton War Memorials



Rev. John Hastings was a wealthy man who owned the land extending from the Rectory to Low 

Road and the land where Rectory Cottages are today. He bequeathed the land in 1919. The War 

Memorial Plaque was dedicated by the Rector on 27th March 1920.**

The Memorial Cross was dedicated on Saturday 3rd April 1920. It had been been sculptured by 

H.F. Birch and G.H. Leader from Stancliffe Stone. The “Lancaster Guardian” reports the occasion on 

the same day – 1920, p5, column 5. 

** IWM Grave Registration Ref No: 3334. Registered in April 1920.

It is perhaps significant that Easter fell on Sunday, 4th April 1920 and would have been symbolic, 

and probably uppermost in the mind of the incumbent, Rev. Hastings, who would have played a central 

role in the service. The Memorial and Cross would have been a focal point for bereaved families and 

those who wished to remember their fallen comrades.  

Within the land donated, adjacent to the actual War Memorial, Rev. Hastings dedicated a personal 

tribute to his parents, Samuel and Sarah Louise Hastings, his brother, Captain George Herbert KIA, 

and King George V’s Jubilee, in the form of a stone placed in a wall within a Memorial Garden. It was 

dedicated on 6th May 1935.

In his Probate, proved in Lancaster 24th April 1915, George Herbert made Rev. John Harold 

Hastings his brother, the sole beneficiary of £3,322.7s.5d. 

He was also a founding Trustee of the Halton War Memorial Institute.



The War Memorial Cross at Halton

Lancaster Guardian. Saturday, 3rd April 1920.

Page 5. Column 5. (50 Lines.)



Dedication of the War Memorial Cross:

There was a huge gathering at Halton on Saturday afternoon, when the cross erected as a memorial 

to the men of Halton and Aughton who fell in the war., was formally dedicated by the Rector of Halton 

(The Rev. J. Harold Hastings). The cross, which stands on a site given by Mrs. Hastings, of St. Wilfrid’s 

House, at the corner of the cross-roads, where it will be seen by everyone passing through the village, was 

designed by Messrs. Austin and Paley, of Lancaster, the stone-masonry work and masonry being executed 

by Mr. A.O. Thoms, Lancaster and the carving by Messrs. H.F. Birch an G.H. Leader, Lancaster. The 

total height of the memorial is about 15ft., the cross itself worked from one block of stone. The design is 

early English in character, and the cross is of Stancliffe stone, artistically carved in the Anglican style 

with the seventh century characteristics. Erected on a square base and circular step, the cross is enclosed 

in a space surrounded by a low masonry wall, into which is built a Lakeland gravestone tablet, upon 

which is carved a laurel wreath and the names of the 25 men of Halton and Aughton who fell in the war.



The fallen are as follows: - “R. Aldren, J.D. Angus, T. Burrow, E.C. 

Cadman DSO, W.H. Dawson, R. Dodgson, A. Green, G.H. Hastings,                 

J. Huyton, W. Huyton, W. Jacques, J.S. Johnston, R. Johnstone, H.B. 

Kellett, A. Lambert, G. Lowther, W. Lupton, J.A. Nixon MM, A. Preston, 

T.L. Sanderson, T. Walling, R. Walker, W.A. Willis, W. Wilson and T. 

Woodhouse. Requiescant in pace. 1914 – 1918.” 

On the base of the cross is the following inscription: - “They passed 

out of sight of men by the path of duty and self- sacrifice.” At the base of 

the cross were many beautiful wreaths placed there by friends and 

relatives of the fallen. Altogether 120 men belonging to Halton and 

Aughton served in the war.



Amongst those present at the dedication, which was fully choral were Mr. 

E. Sharpe, Mrs. Sharpe, Miss Sharpe, Mrs. Hastings, Dr. Mannix, Mr. J.G. 

Wright, etc. the singing was led by the combined choirs of St. Wilfrid’s Church 

and the Congregational Chapel, the hymns being “Jesus, lover of my soul,” and 

“Abide with me,” whilst the choirs also chanted the Psalm 130. The service was 

of a most impressive character, and at the close the, “Last Post” was sounded by 

Messrs. Nixon, Burrow and Baldwin.

Note: - 3rd April was Easter Saturday 1920.

Report as written.



War Memorial on North Wall

They passed from sight by the path of duty. Pray for their Souls.

1914 - 1918

Robert Aldren Richard Johnston

James Angus Henry Kellett

Thomas Burrow Alfred Lambert

Edward Cadman DSO George Lowther

William Dawson William Lupton

Robert Dodgson Alick Nixon

Arthur Green Arthur Preston

Herbert Hastings Lancelot Sanderson

John Hayton *   Robert Walker

Henry Huyton Thomas Walling                                             

John Huyton Wilfred Willis

Walter Jacques      William Wilson

John Johnston                              Thomas Woodhouse

*John Hayton’s name appears in the War Memorial Club Remembrance Book, but not the War Memorial itself



113 men enlisted from Halton and returned, almost all in local army regiments; some travelling to their former 

home towns to join “Pals” regiments. Halton Social Club holds a record of every man that signed the Oath and 

Attestation Form. In addition to the 113 names, a further 26 men, nearly a quarter, are shown to have died, but only 

25 are on the actual Memorial. The anomaly is Private John Hayton (43), who enlisted with his brother-in-law in 

Canada into the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1914. He died of wounds at Etaples Military Hospital, France, in 

October 1916 and is buried there. He is commemorated in St. John’s Churchyard Silverdale, whilst leaving his 

widow, Alice, in Halton at the time.

There are 2 brothers from 2 families who became casualties – Henry (18) and John Huyton (19) together with 

John Septimus Johnson (19) and Richard Johnston (33). Arthur Green, village Postman, was 40 when KIA in 

France. Robert Dodgson (25) died after serving 3 just months in France. One of the youngest on the Roll of Honour 

is Cadet Thomas Lancelot Sanderson (18) Coldstream Guards, who died in Barnet Military Hospital for Officers in 

London of Influenza. He lived at Carus Lodge. He is buried in Lancaster Road Cemetery in a family grave. He 

never left these shores. Henry Walmsley Dawson (28) married Sarah Bateman in July 1918 and was KIA in France. 

less than 2 months later.

Most were employed locally in agriculture or at the Oilcloth or Textile Mills in Halton, alongside family 

members.

The Roll of Honour makes no mention of those who returned wounded, truamatised, shell shocked or victims of 

debilitating gas attacks. It certainly wasn’t the image widely proclaimed by PM David Lloyd George, “A Land Fit 

for Heroes,” when these men came home. Depression was on the distant horizon.



The Halton War Memorial Institute was formally opened on 24th October 1925 to 

commemorate the men who enlisted at the outbreak of war on 28th July 1914. Its cost of £2,000 

and was “gifted” to the village by Edmund Sharp of Halton Hall and £1,000 by James Helme & 

Co. of Halton Mills, The Institute, the Memorial Cross and the inscribed Memorial Plaque 

commemorating the men who died, TOGETHER they form the vision of the village at the time.

Edmund Sharpe was a leading Architect with Messrs Edmund, Austin and Paley. He and 

his family lived at the prestigious Halton Hall, on the banks of the river Lune. He was well 

connected with people in creating fine buildings.

He owned the land between the Greyhound and the boundary of Lilac Cottage; the land 

which now forms the Greyhound car park was a garden and, the remainder a field, abutting 

Low Road. The land chosen for the Halton War Memorial Institute formed 350sq. yds adjacent 

to the garden boundary wall to the present-day development of Riverside Close.

The total cost was about £2,000 and the Memorial Institute was almost debt free when the 

Trustees took responsibility. 

The builder was Wright and Son.



An Indenture was drawn up on 22nd August 1924 

between: -

Edmund Sharpe of Halton Hall (called the “Grantor”) 

Lancaster 

Sarah Charlotte Wright, nee Bowering, widow, of Halton 

Park, Lancaster

Gerald Whittaker Sharpe of Shefferland Hall, aforesaid 

Lieutenant Colonel

Thomas Wilson Helme JP of Springfield Hall, Lancaster

John Harold Hastings of the Manor House, Halton, 

aforesaid Clerk in Holy Orders.

Bertrand James Vince of Tower House, Halton, aforesaid 

Bank Clerk 

James Helme of Haverbreaks House, Lancaster, aforesaid 

Manufacturer

(Hereinafter called to Trustees of Halton War Memorial 

Institute.)

It is noted, by the Trustees, that work of construction was 

well developed. 



The next section of the Indenture concerns the transfer of the specific land from the Grantor 

to the Trustees as joint tenants. 

Signed, sealed and delivered signatures of each trustee: -

Edmund Sharples J. H. Hastings

Sarah Charlotte Wright B. J. Vince 

Gerald W. Sharpe James Helme

Thos. W. Helme



The Halton War Memorial Institute was unveiled by Mrs. E. Sharp, with the support of Colonel G. 

Sharpe. The ceremony was presided over by Sir Norval Helme.

He said, his mother was very honoured to unveil the tablet and declare the Institute open.  She felt that 

the tablet was a very excellent thing, which would remind future generations of the reason for putting up the 

building and show them that in wat they were united. Words of Lt. Colonel G. Sharp.

Mr. Angus, who lost a son in the war, * thanked Sir Norval Helme and Mrs. Sharpe for performing the 

ceremony. *Private James Dowbiggin Angus. Scots Guards.

“It had been a spontaneous expression of gratitude and although there had been some differences of 

opinion these were never allowed to disturb the harmony or to interfere with the common purpose – to have 

the best memorial they could.”                                    

Mr. J. Helme, Secretary and Trustee, son of Norval Helme.



“To the memory of the men of Halton and Aughton who fell in the cause of liberty 1914 -1918, and to 

record the names of their comrades who served in the Great War.” 

Ref: Lancaster Guardian. 

The Oak Panel with the inscribed names was the work of Mr. J. Jackson. 

Sadly. Edmund Sharpe died on 5th April 1925. He did not quite live to see his dream in 

its fulfilment. Alice Sharpe died on 4th September 1926.



Column 2

C.W. Dawson

R.T. Dawson

J. Dobson

R. Eccles

J. Edmonson

R. Edmonson

J. Ellwod

D. Fishwick

J. Fishwick

J. Frear

T.E. Frear

S. Gibson

E.I. Gledhill

J.E. Goodwin

F. Green

S. Green

J.H. Hastings

W.H. Hastings

A. Hewitt

C.E. Hewitt

J. Hosfield

W.H. Hosfield

J.J. Huddart

C.W.R. Johnston

R. Johnston

T. Johnston

V. Johnston

W.P. Johnston

T.H. Laidman

Column 1

J. Addison

P. Addison

J.W. Alston

H.H. Alston

W. Alston

F.H. Bateson

W.B. Bateson

E. Beaumont

F. Beaumont

T. Bentfield

A. Bradburn

G. Bridges

W. Brocklebank

E. Brodrick

F. Brodrick

S. Bryning

J. Burrow 

T. Burrow

J. Casson

A. Caton

R. Caton

T. Caton

E. Copsey

G. Copsey

G. Cressfield

J. Cressfield

J. Cressfield

H. Croxall

E. Danson



Column 4

W. Sharpe

R. Shaw

T. Shaw

G.L. Shearson

T. Simner

C. Skeats

E. Stephenson

A. Stockdale

R. Stockdale

W. Stockdale

F. Taylor

R. Taylor

M.J. Titterington

B.J. Vince

E. Walling

J. Walling

E. Westworth

T. Westworth

W. Westworth

W.H. Wilkinson

E. Willis

G. Winder

J. Woodhouse

J.P. Wright

W. Wright

E.M. Mount*

* (Male Nurse from Aughton)

Column 3

R. Lambert

T. Lambert

H. Leach

F. Lowther

J. Lowther

T. Lowther

T. Lowther

J. Lupton

A. Makinson

E. Makinson

A. Mason

C.D. Mason

H. Mason

J. Mason

T.H. Massick

E. Nelson

A. Nixon

E. Nixon

J. Nixon

T. Nixon

C. Parker

W.L. Parkinson

A.R. Pearson

N.B. Pearson

E. Redfearn

A. Sedgebeer

R.H. Sedgebeer

G.W. Sharpe



The grave of Edmund and Alice Sharpe in St. Wilfrid’s churchyard, 

Halton.

It lies prominently opposite the church porch.

The inscription around the edge reads: -

Edmund Sharpe of Halton Hall. Born+29+November+1847. Died 

25+4+1925.

His wife. Alice. Born 3+December+1851. Died 4+September+1926.

In the adjacent grave lies: -

Mary Jane Monks (“Spanny”).

For 54 years the Beloved Nurse of the Family of Edmund and Alice 

Sharpe.

Born August 1842. Died September 1932.



Plaque on the frontage of the Old National School on High Road in                                                            

Memory of boys lost in both World Wars.

It is placed just left of “Old School House” sign.

Ref: DCG



The Soldier

If I should die, think only this of me: 

That there's some corner of a foreign field 

That is forever England. There shall be 

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam; 

A body of England's, breathing English air, 

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 

And think, this heart, all evil shed away, 

A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 

Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 

And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

Rupert Brooke



“Thankful Villages” 

Barely a family or community across the UK escaped World War I was untouched by such terrible loss, 

except that is for the “Thankful Villages.”

The term “Thankful Villages,” was first used by the British writer and journalist Arthur Mee in his 

King’s England, a guide to the counties of England in the 1930’s. A Thankful Village was said to be one which 

lost no men in the Great War as all those who had left to serve “King and Country” and came home again. 

For instance, in Yorkshire East Riding he writes about Catwick, “Thirty men went from Catwick, near 

Beverley to the Great War and thirty came back. Incredibly, Arkholme saw 59 of their sons go to war and all 

returned. It was also suggested that such villages had no war memorials, although some had monuments, 

usually in the church, in gratitude for their good fortune.

Among the 16,000 villages in England, Arthur Mee estimated that there were at most 32 Thankful 

Villages, although he could only positively identify 24. There are possibly 17 “Double Thankful Villages.”

More recent and ongoing research by Norman Thorpe and Tom Morgan, has identified 41 parishes 

throughout England and Wales. 

By contrast, Over Kellet, near Carnforth, has a memorial to the 10 men who died in WW1. 

(Edited from an article by Ben Johnson.)



Arkholme Peace Stone. IWM Ref: 66668.

Ref: Stuart Nicholson.

Nether Kellet. Stone of Remembrance

IWM Ref: 66656. 8th September 1945. 

Ref: Dr. James Palmer

Public Licence Permission for both images.



Here ends the research on the WW1 

Casualties and Memorial in Halton.



The Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate began on 24th July 1927. It has 

continued only with a break of 4 years in WW2. The Leper Fire Brigade Buglers 

have led the service every night at 8pm since its inception.

The bugle call signifies the end of the day. It is also sounded at military funerals 

to indicate that the soldier has gone to his final resting place.

Field Marshal Herbert Plumer said at the first ceremony:

“They are not missing. They are here.”



Last Post Ceremony at Menin Gate, Ypres: YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQFeB2vNs54

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvFOXPR_4js

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQFeB2vNs54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvFOXPR_4js


Appendix 2

World War 2 Casualties

Synopsis



A WW2 plaque was added later commemorating the 7 men who had lost their lives. 

(Full names are given here.)

In 2002 the Lancaster Military Heritage Group presented a Book of Honour with the 

names of men named on both Memorials. The Book was presented by Mrs. Anne Wright who 

had never known her father who served in the RAF as an Air Gunner. 

Ref: Reveille. LMHG. 

In Memoriam

1939 - 1945

They Gave their lives for God, King and Country. Pray for them.

Henry Hadwen Burrow

Walter Howard                             George Mount

Robert Fawcett Thomas Stackhouse

Robert Hunter Harrison Sydney Stamp

All they had they gave.

No Rank, Award, Faith or Creed shown. All are equal in death.



HENRY HADWIN BURROW

Service Number: FX. 77144

H.M.S. Sparrowhawk, Royal Navy

Died on 19th July 1943. Age 19

Son of Henry Hadwin Burrow and Eleanor Burrow, of Halton.

“SAFE IN THE HEAVENLY PORT LIFE'S SHORT VOYAGE O'ER            

THY WILL BE DONE”

Remembered with Honour

HALTON (ST. WILFRID) CHURCHYARD

Grave 167



The Headstone lies flat on the grave of his parents, Henry and Eleanor. (April 2022 TG)



Sergeant ROBERT FAWCETT

Service Number: 552816

220 Sqdn., Royal Air Force who died on 1st June 1941 Age 19

Son of Cecil Capstick Fawcett and Margaret Ann Fawcett; husband of Margaret Fawcett, of 

Hawkshaw Lane, Lancashire.

Remembered with Honour

RUNNYMEDE MEMORIAL, Surrey

Panel 41

The squadron became operational in its role of anti-shipping missions, flying Lockheed Hudsons, 

with Coastal Command in the North Sea, from May 1940 onwards, leaving a section at RAF 

Thornaby, North Yorkshire. In April 1941, still in the anti-shipping role, it moved to RAF Wick to 

fly strikes against Norwegian coastal traffic.

The “Thornaby Bag” was dropped to downed air crews – food, drink, cigarettes, etc.

“Failed to return…”



Runnymede Memorial (Inset of Sgt. Robert Fawcett)



MAJOR ROBERT HUNTER HARRISON

Service Number: 94706

1st Bn., South Lancashire Regiment. 

Died on 7th June 1944. Age 26

Son of Major Robert Hunter Harrison and Ruth Harrison; husband of Freda Eileen 

Harrison, of Parkstone, Poole, Dorsetshire.

“YEA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I 

WILL FEAR NO EVIL”

Remembered with Honour

HERMANVILLE SUR MERE WAR CEMETERY, CALVADOS, NORMANDY

Plot 1. Row D. Grave 5

KIA on D-Day+1 near Hermanville



Hermanville War Cemetery - CWGC



Hermanville War Cemetery - TWGPP



The Grave of R. H. Harrison

at Hermanville War Cemetery - TWGPP



LT. WALTER PEAT HOWARD

Service Number: 300228

1st Batt. Durham Light Infantry who died on 15 July 1944 Age 26

Son of Arthur and Helen Howard; husband of Vera Mary Howard, of Caton, Lancashire

“WITHOUT FAREWELL HE FELL ASLEEP LEAVING US MEMORIES TO KEEP. 

ONE OF THE BEST”

Remembered with Honour

ASSISI WAR CEMETERY, PERUGIA, ITALY

Plot IX Row A Grave 5 



Assisi War Cemetery



Assisi War Cemetery 2 - CWGC



The Grave of W. P. Howard in

Assisi War Cemetery, Italy.

TWGPP



DRIVER GEORGE MOUNT

Service Number: 14349282

Royal Engineers who died on 14th February 1945. Age 30

Son of John and Harriett Mount, of Halton; husband of Mary Elizabeth Mount, of Halton.

“TO A DEAR LIFE CAME SUDDEN END. HE DIED AS HE LIVED                                        

EVERYONE'S FRIEND. R.I.P.”

Remembered with Honour

HALTON ST. WILFID’S CHURCHYARD

Grave 168



Headstone of Driver George 

Mount. April 2022. (TG) 



CORPORAL THOMAS STACKHOUSE

Service Number: 814079

107th (5th Bn. The King's Own Royal Regt. (Lancaster) Regt., Royal Armoured 

Corps  

Died on 21st October 1944.

Age 30

Remembered with Honour

GEEL WAR CEMETERY, BELGIUM

Plot III Row C Grave 6 



Ref: Find a Grave



Geel War Cemetery. Between Antwerp and Haselt, Belgium. 395 WW2 Casualties.



Geel War Cemetery. Between Antwerp and Haselt. Belgium. 

395 WW2 Casualties



CORPORAL SYDNEY STAMP

Service Number: T/10682373

Royal Army Service Corps

Died on 7th February 1944 of Infectious Hepatitis. Age 33

Son of Frank and Rachel Stamp; husband of Edith Stamp, of Halton, Lancashire

“HE WAS LOVED BY ALL WHO KNEW HIM, MAY HE                                                               

FIND ETERNAL REST AND PEACE”

Remembered with Honour

BASRA WAR CEMETERY, IRAQ

PLOT 7 Row Q Grave 9





Plot V11 is the 1939 -1945 Cemetery.

The War Graves Photographic Project informed 

me that Basra War Cemetery was caught up in 

the Iraq War 1990. 

“Very few of the headstones have been replaced 

in Iraq since the first Gulf War and most in 

Basra are still missing. The cemetery was used 

as a lorry park.”



The Basra Memorial in Iraq which bears 40,662 names of Commonwealth troops missing from WW1 has 

been declared by CWGC as being unfit for the purpose of commemorating those men. The whole structure 

will have to be demolished due to its “beyond repair” condition. CWGC Statement.



Refences for World War 2 Casualties: 

“Reveille” – Lancaster Military Heritage  Group

CWGC 

TWGPP

Photographs of St. Wilfrid’s Churchyard – (TG)



WW2 Roll of Honour in the Belfry area 

of St. Wilfrid's Church, Halton (TG)



Appendix 3

The Boer War in South Africa



Dr. Herbert Davis. MB., CrB. (Civil Surgeon Volunteer)

Anglo-Welsh Hospital, Springfontein, 

Transvaal, South Africa. 

Died on 15th June 1900.

Ref: - “The Graphic.” 1900. 

An Illustrated Weekly Newspaper published in Kruger, 

South Africa.



Doctor Herbert Davies, MB, CH B (Vict), Civilian Surgeon on the staff of the Welsh 

Hospital (No 12 General Hospital) that was funded by Wales and deployed to Springfontein 

in the Orange Free State, in South Africa during the Second Anglo Boer War.

He was the fourth son of Henry Davies, JP, and Mary Davies of Preston, Lancashire. 

Baptised on 26 Jul 1874 at St Andrew's Church, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston, Lancashire. He 

was educated at Shrewsbury School, and Owen's College, Manchester, and took the M.B., 

and Ch.B. Degrees at Victoria University in 1898. He had been House Physician at the 

Brompton Hospital for Consumption, and was House Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, 

Manchester. 

At the outbreak of the Boer War he volunteered for active service, and travelled to 

South Africa to join the staff of the Welsh Hospital. Died of dysentery at No 12 General 

Hospital, Springfontein aged 26 years. He is also commemorated on the Welsh Hospital Boer 

War brass memorial plaque in St David's Cathedral, Cardiff and on a memorial in Cathay's 

Park, Cardiff, Wales.



Ref: - Image of the Grave of Dr. Herbert Davies in the 

Welsh Hospital, South Africa. (1998)

Military History Journal

Vol 12 No 3 - June 2002

THE ANGLO-BOER WAR

A WELSH HOSPITAL IN SOUTH AFRICA

The military cemetery in Springfontein, showing the graves 

of  L to R: -

Dr Herbert Davies,                                                           

Professor Thomas Jones, and                                                           

Nursing Sister Florence Louise Sage.

Image by the South African Military Society Journal.



Memorial in St Andrew's Church, Ashton-on-Ribble, 

Preston, showing Herbert Davies MB. ChB.                                                                                     

His father was Mayor of Preston arranged for memorial on 

the left. 

Additionally, giving £2,000 to Preston Royal Infirmary 

Hospital.



HERBERT DAVIS.  M.B. Ch.B.

The Brass Plaque on the south wall of St. 

Wilfrid’s Parish Church in honour of Dr. 

Herbert Davis of Carus Lodge, Halton. (TG)



IN MEMORY OF

HERBERT DAVIS M.B., ChB.

4th SON OF HENRY DAVIS JP.,

Of CARUS LODGE

VOLUNTEERED IN

CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSVALL WAR AS

A CIVIL SURGEON FOR DUTY ON THE FRONT.

DIED OF DYSENTERY AT SPRINGFONTEIN

IN THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY

JUNE 15th 1900

WHILST ENGANGED IN ALEVIATING

OF THE SICK AND WOUNDED OF HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN.

AGED 26 YEARS.

“Yet he did much if his days were so few.”

Ref: St. Wilfrid’s Church, Halton



South African Boer War Memorial,                                           

Cathays Park, Cardiff.

Gives 874 names .

Dr. Herbert Davis is                                

commemorated here.



END



Selected Main References



Selected Main References:

General Record Office for Census Returns 1841 – 1911.

General Record Office, Southport – Births, Marriages and Deaths.

National Archives for WW1 “Burnt Papers.”

Imperial War Graves Commission Records and Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission.* (*Renamed 1960.)

Army National Archives - Kate Swann.

Imperial War Museum.

Tapatalk War Memorials 

Reveille – Lancaster Military Heritage Group.

Ancestry.co.uk and Findmypast.co.uk                                                                                          

(1/4)



Last Post Association – Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium.

Medal Rolls 1914 – 1920.

The War Graves Photographic Project (TWGPP) Steve Rogers.

Old Halton Books (3) Bill Hosfield.

Halton Memorial Club – Book of Remembrance and Roll of Honour.

The Long, Long Trail.

The Great War Trail.

The Great War Forum.

King’s Own Royal Regiment Diaries 1st/5th Batt. (Digital access.)

1st Batt. Sherwood Foresters - Notts and Derby. (Digital Access.)

“The Visitor” Morecambe – July 2014. (2/4)



“Streets of Tears” - Lancaster University WW1 Research of Scotforth.

Probate Records relating to individual casualties and families.

Parish Records for St. Wilfrid’s Halton and other related parishes.

“Poppy Art” – Lancaster and Morecambe College. (2018.)

Lancaster City Council Burials and Cemeteries Department. (Claire Adams.)

IWGC  - Colonel Herbert Thomas Goodland CB., DSO - Personal Images of Cemeteries.

Ian Small  - Head of CWGC Digital Archives. 

1939 Emergency Census on the Eve of War (For Skills Base and Ration Books.)                                       

United Reform Church Plaque  - Barbara Wilkinson (Dedication.) 

(3/4)



Indenture of Halton War Memorial Institute.

IWM – WW1 Grave Register Online.

Lancashire Local Family History Society.

“Thankful Villages” – Arthur Mee

lonsdalescouts.org.uk – Image of Rev. John H. Hastings 1911.

(4/4)


	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97
	Slide 98
	Slide 99
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104
	Slide 105
	Slide 106
	Slide 107
	Slide 108
	Slide 109
	Slide 110
	Slide 111
	Slide 112
	Slide 113
	Slide 114
	Slide 115
	Slide 116
	Slide 117
	Slide 118
	Slide 119
	Slide 120
	Slide 121
	Slide 122
	Slide 123
	Slide 124
	Slide 125
	Slide 126
	Slide 127
	Slide 128
	Slide 129
	Slide 130
	Slide 131
	Slide 132
	Slide 133
	Slide 134
	Slide 135
	Slide 136
	Slide 137
	Slide 138
	Slide 139
	Slide 140
	Slide 141
	Slide 142
	Slide 143
	Slide 144
	Slide 145
	Slide 146
	Slide 147
	Slide 148
	Slide 149
	Slide 150
	Slide 151
	Slide 152
	Slide 153
	Slide 154
	Slide 155
	Slide 156
	Slide 157
	Slide 158
	Slide 159
	Slide 160
	Slide 161
	Slide 162
	Slide 163
	Slide 164
	Slide 165
	Slide 166
	Slide 167
	Slide 168
	Slide 169
	Slide 170
	Slide 171
	Slide 172
	Slide 173
	Slide 174
	Slide 175
	Slide 176
	Slide 177
	Slide 178
	Slide 179
	Slide 180
	Slide 181
	Slide 182
	Slide 183
	Slide 184
	Slide 185
	Slide 186
	Slide 187
	Slide 188
	Slide 189
	Slide 190
	Slide 191
	Slide 192
	Slide 193
	Slide 194
	Slide 195
	Slide 196
	Slide 197
	Slide 198
	Slide 199
	Slide 200
	Slide 201
	Slide 202
	Slide 203
	Slide 204
	Slide 205
	Slide 206
	Slide 207
	Slide 208
	Slide 209
	Slide 210
	Slide 211
	Slide 212
	Slide 213
	Slide 214
	Slide 215
	Slide 216
	Slide 217
	Slide 218
	Slide 219
	Slide 220
	Slide 221
	Slide 222
	Slide 223
	Slide 224
	Slide 225
	Slide 226
	Slide 227
	Slide 228
	Slide 229
	Slide 230
	Slide 231
	Slide 232
	Slide 233
	Slide 234
	Slide 235
	Slide 236
	Slide 237
	Slide 238
	Slide 239
	Slide 240
	Slide 241
	Slide 242
	Slide 243
	Slide 244
	Slide 245
	Slide 246
	Slide 247
	Slide 248
	Slide 249
	Slide 250
	Slide 251
	Slide 252
	Slide 253
	Slide 254
	Slide 255
	Slide 256
	Slide 257
	Slide 258
	Slide 259
	Slide 260
	Slide 261
	Slide 262
	Slide 263
	Slide 264
	Slide 265
	Slide 266
	Slide 267
	Slide 268
	Slide 269
	Slide 270
	Slide 271
	Slide 272
	Slide 273
	Slide 274
	Slide 275
	Slide 276
	Slide 277
	Slide 278
	Slide 279
	Slide 280
	Slide 281
	Slide 282
	Slide 283
	Slide 284
	Slide 285
	Slide 286
	Slide 287
	Slide 288
	Slide 289
	Slide 290
	Slide 291
	Slide 292
	Slide 293
	Slide 294
	Slide 295
	Slide 296
	Slide 297
	Slide 298
	Slide 299
	Slide 300
	Slide 301
	Slide 302
	Slide 303
	Slide 304
	Slide 305
	Slide 306
	Slide 307
	Slide 308
	Slide 309
	Slide 310
	Slide 311
	Slide 312
	Slide 313
	Slide 314
	Slide 315
	Slide 316
	Slide 317
	Slide 318
	Slide 319
	Slide 320
	Slide 321
	Slide 322
	Slide 323
	Slide 324
	Slide 325
	Slide 326
	Slide 327
	Slide 328
	Slide 329
	Slide 330
	Slide 331
	Slide 332
	Slide 333
	Slide 334
	Slide 335
	Slide 336
	Slide 337
	Slide 338
	Slide 339
	Slide 340
	Slide 341
	Slide 342
	Slide 343
	Slide 344
	Slide 345
	Slide 346
	Slide 347
	Slide 348
	Slide 349
	Slide 350
	Slide 351
	Slide 352
	Slide 353
	Slide 354
	Slide 355
	Slide 356
	Slide 357
	Slide 358
	Slide 359
	Slide 360
	Slide 361
	Slide 362
	Slide 363
	Slide 364
	Slide 365
	Slide 366
	Slide 367
	Slide 368
	Slide 369
	Slide 370
	Slide 371
	Slide 372
	Slide 373
	Slide 374
	Slide 375
	Slide 376
	Slide 377
	Slide 378
	Slide 379
	Slide 380
	Slide 381
	Slide 382
	Slide 383
	Slide 384
	Slide 385
	Slide 386
	Slide 387
	Slide 388
	Slide 389
	Slide 390
	Slide 391
	Slide 392
	Slide 393
	Slide 394
	Slide 395
	Slide 396
	Slide 397
	Slide 398
	Slide 399
	Slide 400
	Slide 401
	Slide 402
	Slide 403
	Slide 404
	Slide 405
	Slide 406
	Slide 407
	Slide 408
	Slide 409
	Slide 410
	Slide 411
	Slide 412
	Slide 413
	Slide 414
	Slide 415
	Slide 416
	Slide 417
	Slide 418
	Slide 419
	Slide 420
	Slide 421
	Slide 422
	Slide 423
	Slide 424
	Slide 425
	Slide 426
	Slide 427
	Slide 428
	Slide 429
	Slide 430
	Slide 431
	Slide 432
	Slide 433
	Slide 434
	Slide 435
	Slide 436
	Slide 437
	Slide 438
	Slide 439
	Slide 440
	Slide 441
	Slide 442
	Slide 443
	Slide 444
	Slide 445
	Slide 446
	Slide 447
	Slide 448
	Slide 449
	Slide 450
	Slide 451
	Slide 452
	Slide 453
	Slide 454
	Slide 455
	Slide 456
	Slide 457
	Slide 458
	Slide 459
	Slide 460
	Slide 461
	Slide 462
	Slide 463
	Slide 464
	Slide 465
	Slide 466
	Slide 467
	Slide 468
	Slide 469
	Slide 470
	Slide 471
	Slide 472
	Slide 473
	Slide 474
	Slide 475
	Slide 476
	Slide 477
	Slide 478
	Slide 479
	Slide 480
	Slide 481
	Slide 482
	Slide 483
	Slide 484
	Slide 485
	Slide 486
	Slide 487
	Slide 488
	Slide 489
	Slide 490
	Slide 491
	Slide 492
	Slide 493
	Slide 494
	Slide 495
	Slide 496
	Slide 497
	Slide 498
	Slide 499
	Slide 500
	Slide 501
	Slide 502
	Slide 503
	Slide 504
	Slide 505
	Slide 506
	Slide 507
	Slide 508
	Slide 509
	Slide 510
	Slide 511
	Slide 512
	Slide 513
	Slide 514
	Slide 515
	Slide 516
	Slide 517
	Slide 518
	Slide 519
	Slide 520
	Slide 521
	Slide 522
	Slide 523
	Slide 524
	Slide 525
	Slide 526
	Slide 527
	Slide 528
	Slide 529
	Slide 530
	Slide 531
	Slide 532
	Slide 533
	Slide 534
	Slide 535
	Slide 536
	Slide 537
	Slide 538
	Slide 539
	Slide 540
	Slide 541
	Slide 542
	Slide 543
	Slide 544
	Slide 545
	Slide 546
	Slide 547
	Slide 548
	Slide 549
	Slide 550
	Slide 551
	Slide 552
	Slide 553
	Slide 554
	Slide 555
	Slide 556
	Slide 557
	Slide 558
	Slide 559
	Slide 560
	Slide 561
	Slide 562
	Slide 563
	Slide 564
	Slide 565
	Slide 566
	Slide 567
	Slide 568
	Slide 569
	Slide 570
	Slide 571
	Slide 572
	Slide 573
	Slide 574
	Slide 575
	Slide 576
	Slide 577
	Slide 578
	Slide 579
	Slide 580
	Slide 581
	Slide 582
	Slide 583
	Slide 584
	Slide 585
	Slide 586
	Slide 587
	Slide 588
	Slide 589
	Slide 590
	Slide 591
	Slide 592
	Slide 593
	Slide 594
	Slide 595
	Slide 596
	Slide 597
	Slide 598
	Slide 599
	Slide 600
	Slide 601
	Slide 602
	Slide 603
	Slide 604
	Slide 605
	Slide 606
	Slide 607
	Slide 608
	Slide 609
	Slide 610
	Slide 611
	Slide 612
	Slide 613
	Slide 614
	Slide 615
	Slide 616
	Slide 617
	Slide 618
	Slide 619
	Slide 620
	Slide 621
	Slide 622
	Slide 623
	Slide 624
	Slide 625
	Slide 626
	Slide 627
	Slide 628
	Slide 629
	Slide 630
	Slide 631
	Slide 632
	Slide 633

	Untitled Section
	Slide 634
	Slide 635
	Slide 636
	Slide 637
	Slide 638
	Slide 639
	Slide 640
	Slide 641
	Slide 642
	Slide 643
	Slide 644
	Slide 645
	Slide 646
	Slide 647
	Slide 648
	Slide 650
	Slide 651
	Slide 652
	Slide 653
	Slide 654
	Slide 655
	Slide 656
	Slide 657
	Slide 658
	Slide 659
	Slide 660
	Slide 661
	Slide 662
	Slide 663
	Slide 664
	Slide 665
	Slide 666
	Slide 667
	Slide 668
	Slide 669
	Slide 670
	Slide 671
	Slide 672
	Slide 673
	Slide 674
	Slide 675
	Slide 676
	Slide 677
	Slide 678
	Slide 679
	Slide 680
	Slide 681
	Slide 682
	Slide 683
	Slide 684
	Slide 685
	Slide 686
	Slide 687
	Slide 688
	Slide 689
	Slide 690
	Slide 691
	Slide 692
	Slide 693
	Slide 694
	Slide 695
	Slide 696
	Slide 697
	Slide 698
	Slide 699
	Slide 700
	Slide 701
	Slide 702
	Slide 703
	Slide 704
	Slide 705
	Slide 706
	Slide 707
	Slide 708
	Slide 709
	Slide 710
	Slide 711
	Slide 712
	Slide 713
	Slide 714
	Slide 715
	Slide 716
	Slide 717
	Slide 718
	Slide 719
	Slide 720
	Slide 721
	Slide 722
	Slide 723
	Slide 724
	Slide 725
	Slide 726
	Slide 727
	Slide 728
	Slide 729
	Slide 730
	Slide 731
	Slide 732
	Slide 733
	Slide 734
	Slide 735
	Slide 736
	Slide 737
	Slide 738
	Slide 739
	Slide 740
	Slide 741
	Slide 742
	Slide 743
	Slide 744
	Slide 745
	Slide 746
	Slide 747
	Slide 748
	Slide 749
	Slide 750
	Slide 751
	Slide 752
	Slide 753
	Slide 754
	Slide 755
	Slide 756
	Slide 757
	Slide 758
	Slide 759
	Slide 760
	Slide 761
	Slide 762
	Slide 763
	Slide 764
	Slide 765
	Slide 766
	Slide 767
	Slide 768
	Slide 769
	Slide 770
	Slide 771
	Slide 772
	Slide 773
	Slide 774
	Slide 775
	Slide 776
	Slide 777
	Slide 778
	Slide 779
	Slide 780
	Slide 781
	Slide 782
	Slide 783
	Slide 784
	Slide 785
	Slide 786
	Slide 787
	Slide 788
	Slide 789
	Slide 790
	Slide 791
	Slide 792
	Slide 793
	Slide 794
	Slide 795
	Slide 796
	Slide 797
	Slide 798
	Slide 799
	Slide 800
	Slide 801
	Slide 802
	Slide 803
	Slide 804
	Slide 805
	Slide 806
	Slide 807
	Slide 808
	Slide 809
	Slide 810
	Slide 811
	Slide 812
	Slide 813
	Slide 814
	Slide 815
	Slide 816
	Slide 817
	Slide 818
	Slide 819
	Slide 820
	Slide 821
	Slide 822
	Slide 823
	Slide 824
	Slide 825
	Slide 826
	Slide 827
	Slide 828
	Slide 829
	Slide 830
	Slide 831
	Slide 832
	Slide 833
	Slide 834
	Slide 835
	Slide 836
	Slide 837
	Slide 838
	Slide 839
	Slide 840
	Slide 841
	Slide 842
	Slide 843
	Slide 844
	Slide 845
	Slide 846
	Slide 847
	Slide 848
	Slide 849
	Slide 850
	Slide 851
	Slide 852
	Slide 853
	Slide 854
	Slide 855


