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As we put together this issue of the Prattle, we were struck
by just how many of the activities inside these pages rely on
volunteers to ensure that they happen, and who tirelessly
devote their time, often for many years (thinking of you,
Mark!) to benefit others. So, this is a big ‘Thank You’ to you
all - you know who you are, you now know you are
appreciated, and village life as we know it wouldn’t happen
without you!

Jan & Dave

Editors

CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE PRATTLE

WHAT’S ON INFO, ARTICLES & LETTERS TO THE EDITORS, JAN & DAVE,
by email to: halton-prattle@outlook.com

ADVERTISING COPY & ENQUIRIES to HELEN: email
halton-prattle@outlook.com or tel 01524 812679

DISTRIBUTION & GENERAL ENQUIRIES: CAROL on 01524 811444
TREASURER: BRIAN on 01524 811444

DEADLINES for Dec / Jan 2026 Advertising Rates:

p Copy: Wed 12th Nov 2025 Box Ad: £12 p
Adverts:  Wed 12th Nov 2025 Double Box Ad: £24

Q Delivery:  Fri 5th Dec 2025 Classified Ad: £5 - 20 words Q

All adverts are published in good faith.
The Editorial team can offer no guarantees as to the quality of services advertised.



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

clerk@haltonwithaughton-pc.gov.uk

HALTON WITH AUGHTON PARISH COUNCILLORS
CHAIR: CllIr. Carol Slinger, Tel: 07810 356929; carol.slinger@hotmail.co.uk
ClIr. Chris Coates, Tel: 07426 701155; chris@utopia-britannica.org.uk
Cllr. Anne Lamb, Tel: 01524 811052; annelamb27@hotmail.com
Cllr. Naomi Turner, Tel: 07738 586107; naomismith1210@hotmail.com
ClIr. Claire Buntin; ClIr. Jonathan Sewell; ClIr. Darren Rigby

Parish Clerk & Financial Officer: Luke Mills, Tel 01524 881499;

LANCASTER CITY COUNCILLORS Sarah McGowan and James Somerville

ST WILFRID’S PARK UPDATE

The Parish Council is very pleased to
report that the refurbishment of St
Wilfrid’s Park play area will be
commencing soon. Clir  Turner
managed to successfully apply for a

grant from the Rural England
Prosperity Fund. The refurbishment
will cost over £40,000 including

renewing the lease of the land from
Lancaster City Council. This cost will be
covered by a combination of sources:

- £20,000 Halton Lune Trust (the charity
funded by the hydro)

- £15,000 Rural England Prosperity Fund
- £4,000 Parish Council

- £1,000 Anonymous private donation

- £500 Anonymous private donation.
We particularly thank those individuals
who generously provided donations
towards the refurbishment. Private
donations are always welcome and
help fund aspects that have a wider
value to the community.

CASTLE HILL WILDFLOWER
MEADOW

The Heritage group have been working
with Erica Sarney of Community
Pollinator Patches to see what might be
the best way to manage the grassland
at Castle Hill to encourage wildflowers.
Members turned out for a couple of
seed collecting sessions to sow the
collected seeds in other areas of the
field after it has been mowed. The field
has a very good selection of
wildflowers growing on it because it
has never been intensively farmed.

If you are interested in getting involved
in developing the wildflower meadow,
contact: haltonwithaugthonheritagegroup
@gmail.com

CLOSE CALL

Whilst Halton Juniors were training on
the football pitch, a large branch broke
off the oak tree. Thankfully it did not
fall on anyone, but it was certainly a
very close call. The council uses an



experienced tree surveyor to regularly
monitor and report on the condition of
trees on council land. He has checked
the oak tree and responded with
“There does not appear to have been
any associated decay or risk feature
(looking at the tree wound) and looks
like it is sudden branch drop (SBD)
sometimes referred to as summer
branch drop”. A tree surgeon will
remove a couple of other branches that
have partially failed when the large one
broke off.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES
There is always an opportunity at
meetings for residents to raise issues or

qguestions. The next meetings will be
held upstairs in the Centre on:

- Wednesday 8th October 7:15pm

- Wednesday 12th November 7:15pm

- Wednesday 10th December 7:15pm.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR SURGERY
Clir Sarah McGowan will hold her next
surgery between 7 - 8pm on November
12th at Halton Social Club, where you
can come along and discuss any
problems you are having with Lancaster
City Council services.

Luke Mills, Parish Clerk
e: clerk@haltonwithaughton-pc.gov.uk,
t: 01524 881 499

ASH TREES
SURGERY

YOU WILL RECEIVE AN INVITE VIA TEXT T0 BOOK

KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA,
WEBSITE AND NOTICE BOARDS FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION ON
WHEN YOU CAN BOOK YOUR APPQINTMENT




VILLAGE NEWS

FIFTH AND FINAL 'CARDS
FIGHTING LONELINESS'
CAMPAIGN

As we head into another winter, I'm
both proud and a little emotional to
share that this year marks the fifth and
final 'Cards Fighting Loneliness'
campaign in Halton. It's been a truly
wonderful five years, but balancing the
campaign with my full time work and
family commitments has been
incredibly challenging and I'm keen to
end the campaign on a high.

What began as a simple idea - using
handmade cards to spread kindness -
has grown into something truly special.
Our community has embraced the
initiative with open hearts, sending
thousands of uplifting cards and festive
gifts to some of our most isolated and
vulnerable neighbours. Through these
small but powerful gestures, we've
created moments of real connection,
letting people know they are seen,
valued, and that they are not alone.
This final year, | truly hope it will be the
biggest and best campaign yet. Blank
cards can be collected from the
volunteer box at 10 Forgewood Close,
LA2 6NZ. Once completed, please post
them in the special campaign post-box
located at the main entrance of the
community centre (please don't seal
the envelope). | aim to deliver at least
1000 cards before the campaign ends

in March, but need your support to do
this. Let's come together one last time
to share warmth, compassion and
creativity.

A big thank you to everyone who has
supported 'Cards Fighting Loneliness' -
you've helped to make Halton a kinder,
more connected place.

ST. NIC FOR A NEIGHBOUR

This year will be the final appeal for a
festive gift to accompany our Christmas
cards, as both campaigns draw to a close.
This means Mrs EIf will be taking to the
streets one last time! Each year we've
had an extraordinary response - thanks
entirely to the incredible generosity and
spirit of the people of Halton. We
currently have 120 recipients on our list
and hope we will have a gift for each
person. In the unlikely event we have a
surplus of cards and / or gifts, they will be
given to Age UK for users of their hospital
aftercare service.

If you would like to get involved: please
wrap a small gift (no alcohol) costing
around £5 and clearly label this as being
suitable for a special gentleman, lady or
person. Gender neutral gifts are most
helpful as they allow greater flexibility
when making deliveries. Gifts are to be
left under the Christmas tree at the Red
Door Cafe no later than 4pm on Saturday
13th December. Thank you for helping to
make a difference at Christmas.



COFFEE SHOP ‘
OPENING TIMES

Serving a variety of hot & cold drinks and snacks

Eat in and takeaway

Monday - Friday ~ 2pm-5pm
School & Bank Holidays

]

11am - 5pm
Saturday & Sunday ~ 10am-5pm

Weekends between October  ~  10am - 4pm
and February half term

Last made to order food requests 30 minutes prior to closing
Actual opening times may vary dependant on volunteer availability

LITTER PICKS spending quality time outdoors doing
Our family friendly litter picks are over something that matters. It's been
for another year and I'd like to say a big wonderful to see so many little ones
thank you to everyone that came proudly donning hi-vis vests and taking
along. Whether you joined us once or real pride in helping out, whatever the
showed up month after month, your Weather!

time, energy and enthusiasm have Our family friendly picks will be taking
made a real difference. Together, we've @ break for winter and will resume in
cleared countless bags of litter from March - we'd love to see you then. A
our parks, green spaces, streets and small team of our core volunteers will
hedgerows - making our community continue to pick over the winter
cleaner, safer and more beautiful for months, focusing on key 'hotspot' areas
everyone to enjoy. only.

It's been great seeing so many families

and young children get involved this NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
summer. These events weren't just Our AGM will be taking place on
about tidying up - they were about Thursday 4th December at 19:30; the
teaching care for the environment, venue has yet to be confirmed. If you
building community  spirit, and would like to receive confirmation of



the meeting location, please
contact samanthajanehicks@gmail.
com or join the 'Halton Village'
Neighbourhood Watch scheme via the
website www.ourwatch.org.uk to be

included on our email circulation list.

Sam Pritchard

HALTON LUNE HYDRO -
COMMUNITY PROJECT

The good news is that we have two
happy hydro turbines, as we are now
past the long dry sunny spells when
they were off line. It was very pleasant,
but the rain later certainly helped our
gardens and re-commencement of
hydro operation.

The low river flows and water
temperatures around 22C at the hydro,
and probably higher upstream in
shallow water, is reported to have
reduce water oxygen levels that killed a
lot of fish, having made their way

cternal
Gardens

Garden Maintenance,

Renovation and Construction

Friendly, Reliable and Professional
Gardening Service from a
Knowledgeable Plantsman

Most aspects of Soft and Hard
Landscaping undertaken

Call John Elliott on (01524 811360)

upstream from a long way away, to
spawn.

One could say, they did their intended
job, but the floating algae, considered
to be mostly caused by sewage, will
have damaged spawning grounds, if it
sank to the bottom. Not sure, but a lot
of algae came down stream after the
rain, and blocked the hydro inlet
screens.

Regardless, the plus, is that the July
upstream salmon and sea trout run has
continued into September - and let's
see if it returns to October.

Otherwise, we are looking ahead to
2034 when our 20 vyear FITs,
Government boost to renewables,
finishes, and it's just grid export to pay
the bills and put funds into the
Community - more on this next time.

John Blowes MBE CEng
Director & Chairman
Community Hydro Project
T:01524 811612

M: 07710 291524
www.haltonlunehydro.org

HEARTS OF HALTON WI

How would you like the gift of some
time for yourself?

Do you feel like you are busy all of the
time, but not achieving anything for
yourself?

There are many reasons why ladies join
the WI.

Recently | spoke to a group of ladies
who had joined because it was “their



Bridges and Co

FINANCIAL ADVISERS

FINANCIAL ADVISERS BASED IN HALTON/CATON AREA

We offer specialist face-to-face advice in any of the following areas:

INVESTMENT PLANNING
RETIREMENT PLANNING
MORTGAGES AND RE-MORTGAGING
LIFE ASSURANCE
INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING
BUSINESS OWNER ADVICE

LATER LIFE PLANNING
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

Tel: 01524 68812
Email: admin.bridges@sjpp.co.uk

Web: www.bridgesandco.co.uk
11 Willow Mill, Fell View, Caton, LA2 9RA.

Bridges and Co Fi ial Advisers (L ) Ltd is an Appointed Repr ive of and represents only
St James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Ith and services,

Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s t pr
more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s Place
Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St.

James’s Place representatives. Bridges and Co Financial Advisers (L ) Ltd is regi ed in
England & Wales No.15926495. Registered Office: 11 Willow Mill Fell View Caton Lancashire LA2 9RA

SJP Approved 08/09/2025

St
James’s
Place




VILLAGE SERVICES

LIBRARY: Tues, 1-7pm; Wed, 9-1pm; Fri, 1-5pm; Sat, 9-1pm. Tel 0300 123 6703 and
0300 123 6704 for automated renewal service.

SURGERY: Halton Medical Centre, 110 High Rd 811226. Doctors and nurses are
available for consultation from Halton Surgery throughout the week.
Prebookable appointments only - please call 01524 720000. Please note if
there are no clinicians available at Halton Surgery, it will be closed that day.

POLICE: Community police 101, Police station 01524 463333
POST OFFICE: (In the Pharmacy) Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30-12:30 & 1:00-4:00
PHARMACY: Mon — Fri 9:00-5:30; tel 812149, closed Saturdays & Sundays

night” - once a month they knew they
could get their partners and husbands
to bathe and put the children to bed,
while they enjoyed the company of
other ladies for a guest speaker, cheese
and wine evening, gin tasting or quiz to
name a few. Once they had got to know
the other ladies they joined them for
shopping at Boundary Mill or a trip to
the Grand Theatre or The Dukes for a
play. If you can’t make it to meetings

\ 1/
N 7 | Member of

Suzanna Peart 3 | AVBDAand
DYSLEXIA SERVICES L& current APC.

Providing diagnostic dyslexia assessments with
professionalism, warmth and approachability.

Practicing primary Professional

school teacher with over i indemnity insurance.
20 years experience. Enhanced DBS.

07736 281 329
suzannapeart@btinternet.com

every time that is no problem; there
are chances to learn new things from
the Learning Hub, a free resource
covering courses ranging from
Wellness to Arts and Crafts to History
and much more.

You might have a neighbour who
doesn’t know many people or doesn’t
go out much who you could encourage
to go along with you to see what it is
like. Our group is very small and
friendly but we have access to other
groups in the area and then in
Lancashire and nationally so as big as
you want it to be.

Lancashire WI has been running 105
years this year and Halton has been
running since 1946. We also like to join
in with community events and support
local charities who, from time to time,
come to tell us about their work. There
is @ 1960’s/70’s fancy dress quiz on 1st
November if you are interested; tickets
from Animal Care Website. Teams of 6
or make up a team when you get there.



Holywell Care Group www. holywell.care

135 Balmoral Road info@holywell.care
Morecambe 01524 418090
LA3 1HJ 01772 930323
Holywell
CARE GROUP

Transforming Lives with Compassionate, Specialized Care

We are thrilled to introduce Treatment of Disease, Disorder, or Injury (TDDI) as
a new strand of our comprehensive care services.

At Holywell Care Group, we go beyond basic support to make a life-changing
difference for those in need of specialized care at home. Our nurse-led, custom-
designed care packages are crafted for both adults and children, addressing clinical
needs while empowering independence, preserving dignity, and enhancing quality of
life.

Our clients include young adults living at home with their families, individuals with
Learning Disabilities, those facing challenging behaviours, complex needs, and those
with Dementia.

Through our TDDI services, we offer a broad range of expert, compassionate care for
individuals with conditions such as:

« Epilepsy

« Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

« Parkinson’s Disease

» Alzheimer’s Disease

« Stroke Recovery

« Autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
« Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
« Intellectual Disabilities

« Head Injuries

« Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI)

» Tracheostomy Care

Our approach combines clinical excellence with heartfelt compassion. We select
each care team thoughtfully, ensuring personal, attentive support that honours the
unique preferences and needs of each client. Through dedicated care and
sensitivity, we empower our clients to flourish in their own homes, where they feel
secure and comfortable.

At Holywell, care planning is a collaborative process. We work closely with clients,
their families, and healthcare providers to create highly individualized care plans.
Our trained nursing and care teams are committed to delivering compassionate,
dependable care that enables our clients to live meaningful, fulfilling lives at home,
embraced by respect and dignity.

“Reuduess co at the heart of everything we do”
Discover how Holywell Care Group can support you or your loved ones through
our comprehensive TDDI and complex care services.

Contact our caring team today to begin your journey toward greater
independence and a better quality of life.



Our meeting on 15th October is a
cheese and wine evening followed by
our Annual General Meeting. We are
looking for ladies with journalism
and/or marketing skills to join us. Some
of our ladies previously worked in
admin, healthcare, education, charity
sector, banking and a wide range of
other vocations. We welcome you to
come and meet us, and maybe have a
glass of wine.

We have a walking group called the
Monday Milers which set off from the
Centre each month. If you would like
further details please contact:
Secretaryheartsofhalton@gmail.com

AUGHTON CHRISTMAS
BINGO

Family Friendly and Lots of Fun! Great
prizes including Bottles & Roast Dinners.
7.30pm, Sat 29th Nov 2025. Raffle and
Light Refreshments. Aughton Recreation
Room, LA2 8LT. Held in support of St.
Saviour’s Church Roof Fund.

The Original

P OGSDI 01524
www.logsstiirecEEcSJ.[ 812476

Your Friendly Local Supplier of:

v Kiln Dried Firewood Logs & Kindling
v/ Topsoil, Compost, Bark & Wood Chip
v’ Decorative Gravel and Stone

v/ BBQ Charcoal & Briquettes

v Pizza Oven Pellets & Wood

Free Local Delivery (Subject to Minimum Order)
Call & Collect from our Halton Depot
Email: order@logsdirect.co.uk

HAFFNER ORCHESTRA
CONCERT

Lancaster's very own Haffner Orchestra
will be playing their first concert of the
2025/6 season on Saturday 29th
November at 7:30pm (with a pre-
concert talk at 6:30pm) in the Great
Hall, Lancaster University.

They will be conducted by Alex
Robinson, accompanying soprano
soloist Clara Orif in some Strauss songs

AUGHTON ROAD
BOARDING KENNELS
And Doggy Day Care

‘Individual care and attention
for your dog’
‘Spacious kennels in rural location’

Contact Helen on
07766446272

Helen.burrow@hotmail.com

www.aughtonroadkennels.co.uk
High Snab Farm, Gressingham, Lancaster, LA2 8LS

Carnforth Chiropody

Routine footcare & hygiene issues
Long term health conditions
Resolving pain and posture problems
Nail surgery

www.carnforthchiropodist.co.uk
07725 300290

28 Langdale Road, Carnforth, Lancashire LA5 9AU
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and Mahler's 4th Symphony, which
includes a soprano solo in the last
movement of the piece. Tickets can be
purchased online or at the door. www.
haffnerorchestra.org

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sirs,

There is considerable concern and no
little suspicion regarding the ‘Change of
use’ planning application at the old
Congregational Chapel.

Consent has not been approved at the
date of writing but significant building
works are ongoing and have been since
way before the Planning application was
submitted. It is very worrying for local
residents nearby who fear the increase
in traffic and pressure on roadside
parking is unnecessary and a dangerous
risk as an ‘accident waiting to happen’.
Let us hope the City Council show clear
common sense and are not (as is feared)
showing unjustified favouritism in
allowing this project to be successful.
Regards,

Name Withheld

Dear Sirs,

There are a lot of flags around Halton at
the moment. Small flags hang from
lamp posts, and our mini roundabout
had a red cross painted on it to turn it
into an England flag. A few days later
someone else turned the painting into a
pink flower. What is going on?

For me these flags are a reminder that |
want my village to be a place where all
are welcome, and that there is always
more | could be doing to help make that
happen.

Miles Doubleday

CATON AND BROOKHOUSE
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The visit to Blackpool Tower ballroom
was a great success, the food was very
good and we all enjoyed the music as we
watched the dancers. On Friday 19th
September the club headed to Newby
Hall flower show.

As the more than sixty members who
attended will attest, our lunch at the
Station Hotel on the 4th of September
was a great success. The food was, as
always, varied and delicious and the
service first class. Our first cause for
celebration was the news that the group
have again received National Lottery
funding which will help fund the
continuation of the group. The second
and main celebration was the 95th
birthday of one of our members. She is
now our first Golden Member which
means that all the groups activities are
hers at no cost.

We will be back at the Station Hotel on
the 2nd of October for coffee and
biscuits and on the 16th we are off on a
mystery tour. In November, after a
coffee morning on the 6th, we will be
visiting Boundary Mill and Skipton on
the 20th. We will end the year with an
all day visit to Leeds on December 4th

11



and then meet up for our Christmas
Lunch on December 18th. For more
information about the group please
contact Ally Whitfield on 01524 770827
/07738 912923.

MUSICAL JOURNEYS:

AN INTERNATIONAL CABARET FOR
AMAZONIA

Sun 4 October 2025 from 7p.m. Online
with a special event at Halton Mill.
You’ve read about Fiona Frank’s travels
in the Americas last year in the Prattle.
When she was there she spent time
learning about Amazonia and also
played music and danced with lots of
different amazing performers - and
some of them (Quebecois virtuoso
melodeon, Acadian traditional
instrumentalists; Canadian's folk singer
of the year singing in Scottish Gallic,
French and English; Afro-Brazilian
dance; and a Klezmer duo from
Montreal) will be brought to the big
screen in Halton Mill on the evening of
Saturday 4 October. Along with this, live

Rapid Computer Support

Millennium Computers, Warton
For Home and Business  ESTABLISHED 1998

e Computer Repair Specialist

¢ Onsite / Workshop Repairs & Upgrades

¢ Broadband Installation and Repairs

o Fixed Prices Repairs, No hourly charge

¢ New PCs, Laptops and Tablets

o Wired & Wireless Networks,

¢ Support / Repairs for PCs, Laptops, Macs

01524 733970 '™ T

at Halton Mill there'll be Capoeira,
Samba drumming  with Batala
Lancaster, Brazilian music and art, and
a gourmet Brazilian buffet - plus a free
Afro-Brazilian dance and Capoeira
workshop in the afternoon. A quarter of
all ticket sales income is divided
between three Amazonian causes - the
Dom Phillips Institute which amplifies
the voices of Indigenous people in the
Javari Valley where Dom was murdered
in 2022: and two musical projects that
Fiona came across in the Amazon. You
can get tickets (£20/£10 for the in
person event, £15/£5 online) and find
out more at haltonmill.org.uk/whats-on

HANNAH FRANK & ARTUR SOAR:
an artistic dialogue between Scotland
and Brazil

Hannah Frank, Glasgow artist (1908-
2008) is Fiona Frank’s aunt; she studied
at the Glasgow School of Art in the 20s
and 30s and produced distinctive black
and white eerie drawings through to the
40s when she turned to sculpture. Artur
Soar (b 1990) is an award winning
Brazilian artist - his black and white
engravings of Brazilian revolutionary
heroes and myths have an uncanny link
to Hannah Frank’s pen and ink works.
Halton Mill, till 6 October.

Sunday 5 October, closing event -
engraving workshop with Artur Soar.

For all levels. Halton Mill 1:30-5:30 pm.
£5-£35. Book at trybooking.co.uk/ffun
linktr.ee/fionafrank
tinyurl.com/musicaljourneys25
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NEWS FROM ST WILFRID’S C E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Happy New School
Year! | trust you all
had a good
summer.

It was wonderful
to welcome our
new starters to St
Wilfrid’s, who are getting used to the
routines of school. All the children
returned well and have settled into

their new classes.
As we start the vyear, we are
highlighting ‘The St Wilfrid’s Way,

ensuring all are aware of our vision:
Love God, Love Each Other, Love
Learning. Our core Christian values are
Wisdom, Respect, Perseverance,
Kindness, Trust, and Creativity. Our
expectations are: Be Safe, Be Kind, Aim
High. We have spent time at the start of
the year ensuring we are all aware of
these and how we can live them out in
our school community.

After a successful Ofsted inspection,
during which it was noted that ‘Pupils
thrive in this happy school’ (Ofsted Nov
24), we are working on the constructive
feedback we received. Ensuring that
the children are aware of what they are
learning and how they are learning is
going to be a focus. We also want to be
a school that prioritises reading and
sees its importance for academic and
personal progress. Ensuring our
children have the opportunity to spend
time outside and use our local area will
also be priorities.

This year, we are having an Open Day
for families who are considering
sending their children to St Wilfrid’s,
starting in September 2026.

School Open Day: Wednesday, 8th
October 2026, 9:30am-11:30am.
Please contact the school if you wish to
attend: admin@st-wilfrids.lancs.sch.uk
/ Tel: 01524 811230. In September

-6

<> Hornby
2 Day 8
, | Nursery

Care & Commitment for your Peace of Mind

Dedicated Baby & Toddler facilities

Ofsted have rated us Outstanding in all areas

Qualified staff who positively enjoy working with children
30 hours free childcare for eligible 3 & 4 year olds
15 hours free childcare for eligible 2 year olds also offered

Home cooked meals with special diets catered for
Holiday club available during all school holidays
Looking for childcare?
Call Danielle Brown to discuss your individual requirements or to arrange a visit.

1 Station Road

HORNBY

T: 015242 22288

E: info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk

13



2026, we will be a one-form entry
school, taking 30 children each
September (previously 35). This will
enable a cohort to remain together as
they journey through school and
ensure smaller class sizes too! | do
believe this will make our school more
desirable. Please know that ‘siblings’ of
existing pupils take high priority
(criteria 2) as do ‘children with a
parent/guardian worshipping in the
Parish Churches of Halton, St Wilfrid’s
or Aughton, St Saviour's’ (criteria 3).
Please keep this in mind when
considering applying for a place.

As you may have noticed, we had some
building work done to the school roof
over the summer, which went well. |
am also thankful to Lancashire County
Council for their excellent work in
improving Halton library. We are all
looking forward to returning there as a
school.

Our community events this year will
still include Community Teas and
Leavers’ Hot Chocolate. We are also
planning to have community carol
singing around Halton.

Community Tea Dates:

Wednesday, 15th October, 2 pm - 3 pm
—School Hall

Wednesday, 12th November, 2 pm - 3
pm — School Hall

Leavers’ 2025 Hot Chocolate Drop-In:
Tuesday, 7th October, 4 pm -5 pm —In
school

Tuesday, 4th November, 4 pm - 5 pm —
In school
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Tuesday, 2nd December, 4 pm -5 pm —
In school —final one.

Once again, | wish to highlight that as a
school we are working hard with the
local community. | will continue to
emphasise the need for school traffic to
be very considerate of the local
residents as they drop off and pick up
children from school.

Finally, | want to make you aware of our
Facebook page. This is a great way for
us to inform you of all the wonderful
things going on in school. Please
‘Follow’ us.

As we start this year, | am excited about
how we as a school can support our
fantastic community. | thank you for all
your support.

God bless,

Mark Curwen,
Headteacher

- Ford Authorised Lancaster Road

Repairer Caton
- Nearly New & Lancaster LA2
Used Car Sales 9QJ

- Full Range of
Vehicle Repairs

Tel: 01524 770321

- Insurance Body www.stationgarage

Repairs caton.co.uk
- M.O.T. Testing sales@stationgarage
- Fuel Sales caton.co.uk

@D | ForD SERVICE




Andrew Parker

Chartered Accountants

16 Foundry Close

Halton

Lancaster

LA2 6FE

Telephone - 07740 308422
Email — andrew@asparker.co.uk
Website — www.asparker.co.uk

We offer support to many small businesses, including self-assessment tax
returns and deal with business start-ups along with ongoing support and
development. Check our website for the full range of services on offer.

Please contact Andrew Parker for an initial appointment at no cost and
let’s see how we can help you.

About the business:
Andrew S Parker is a well-established, trusted and experienced firm of

Chartered Accountants. We work with businesses and individuals mainly
in West and North Yorkshire, Lancashire and across the UK.

We have over 30 years of accounting experience and work with both

small to medium-sized businesses and personal tax clients offering a full
range of accounting and audit services including tax returns, tax advice,
VAT services, payroll and budgets.
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THE CENTRE @ HALTON

Halton Community Association Charity No. 115206

Enquiries: Office 01524 811316
office@haltoncentre.org
Bookings: Carol 07981 743959

bookings@haltoncentre.org

Website: haltoncentre.org
Ticketsource: www.ticketsource.co.uk/
haltoncommunityassociation
Facebook: facebook.com/HaltonCentre
Like us to keep up to date.

Newsletter sign up: http://eepurl.com/
btgwFX

Coffee shop opening hours:
Monday-Friday 2pm-5pm

School and bank holidays 11am-5pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm after
February half term

Actual opening times may vary
depending on volunteer availability.
UPDATES FROM THE CENTRE

We are so fortunate to have our
wonderful Skate Park here in Halton
and it is well used by people from all
around. We strongly encourage bikers
and skaters to wear a helmet at all
times. Elbow and knee pads might also
be a good idea! Sadly there have been
a few injuries over the summer that
have prompted this reminder. Young
people who come without adult
supervision must always have a way of
contacting a parent or guardian should
the need arise.

Pickleball sessions are now available
for private hire. If you have a group of
people ready to play, please contact
Carol on the Booking details above to
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book. Hire for a one hour session is £15
between 9am and 5pm Monday to
Friday, or £20 between 5pm and 9pm,
subject to hall availability. The cost
includes the use of the net, line
markings, paddles and balls. We have
produced instructions on how to set up
the net and the line markings. We are
very grateful to Halton Lune Trust for
the recent grant funding which has
enabled us to purchase the equipment
and offer this subsidised introductory
hire rate. If you are totally new to
Pickleball, we are planning a couple of
taster sessions in the coming weeks so
keep an eye on our newsletter.

Soup and a Song will be on Thursdays
16th October and 13th November,
12:30 —2:30pm. Soup and a roll shared
together, followed by singing as a
group. Luncheon Club will be Thursdays
23rd October and 20th November,
12:30 — 3:00pm. A two course meal

Stewart Cross Lw

Joinery
(Est: 1984)

Loft & Garage Conversions,
Staircases, Windows and Kitchens

Tel: 07709096363




A.M. DECORATING
(Est; 1980)

High Class INTERIOR Decorating

07951 023335
Hornby Road, Caton

with tea or coffee followed by an
interest talk or speaker. Please call
01524 811316 to book places in
advance.

Salsa nights continue at the Centre @
Halton, hosted by Lancaster Area Salsa.
The next LA Salsa XS party is on 18th
October. Unfortunately the 29th
November event has been cancelled.
Come along for a great night of dancing
and music from 7:30pm to midnight
with the bar available for alcoholic and
non-alcoholic refreshments. Admission
is £10 cash on the door. Please see
Lancaster Area Salsa online for further
details.

Our Christmas Craft Fayre will be on
Sunday 30th November from 10am to
12pm. Please note this is a change to
the previously advertised time of 3pm
to 5pm. Craft stalls are now available to
book for £15 each via the Ticketsource
link above. We welcome both new and
returning stall holders. We will be
offering children’s crafts upstairs to

keep them busy whilst waiting for
Santa who will be in his grotto and
there will be seasonal refreshments
available to purchase from The Coffee
Shop.

NYE tickets are now on sale! Our sell
out New Year’s Eve Ceilidh with Jig-
Run-Rig returns once again so book
early to avoid disappointment and join
us to dance in the new year with family
and friends. Tickets are £15 per person
for ages 11 upwards only. No younger
children please. You are very welcome
to bring any food or snacks to share
with your group. However all drinks
must be purchased from our bar. The
bar will be run by volunteers so that all
profits can go back into the work we do
at The Centre.

We are very sad to see Valley Church
leave The Centre after many years of
using our Hall and being part of our
community. We wish to thank them for
all their support over their time in
Halton, volunteering at our fundraisers,
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hosting children’s activities and running
family events.

This does mean we now have availability
to hire our Main Hall all day on a Sunday,
as well as other midweek times for one
off or regular sessions. For more
information see  haltoncentre.org/
bookings or contact our Bookings
Officer, details above.

Are you a project manager or do you
have experience with construction and
building? Do you work for or know of an
architect or construction company who
wants to give back to the community or
who has an annual charity
commitment? We want to get going
with our Outside Toilet and Changing
Places Access project that has been in
the works for a few years. We don’t

currently have anyone with this working
experience on our team but are keen to
get started as soon as we can. If this is
something you could help or advise
with, please get in touch on
office@haltoncentre.org

See Prattle What’s On pages for contact
information of all regular groups, clubs
& classes.

NEW SESSIONS & EVENTS

LA Salsa XS Party - 18th October 7:30pm
Christmas Craft Fayre - 30th November
10am-12pm

NYE Ceilidh - 31st December

Above correct as at 8th September
2025.

Naomi Turner - Centre Coordinator

=[Sl The i

Il RED DOOR CAFE
Halton

Breakfasts Afternoon Tea

Light Snacks Supper Evenin

Coffee & Cake Fully Licensed

Lunches

www.thereddoorcafehal

contact@thereddoorcafehal

Private Functions

2025 Supper Evenings

24th January
21st March
16th May
1th July
29th August
17th October
12th December

gs

01524 811356
07775 595073

ton.co.uk
ton.co.uk

The Red Door Cafe, Church Brow, H

000

alton, LA2 6LS
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|J7New Year’s Eve_Li‘

Ceilidh
JIG - RUN - RIG CEILIDH BAND

www.riggmusic.co.uk/jig-run-rig

The Centre @ Halton

31st December
7:30pm - 12:30am
£15 a Ticket
Adults and Children aged 11+

Must be booked in advance from:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/haltoncommunityassociation

BAR ~ Nibbles on Sale ~ RAFFLE
Please bring your own picnic meal

LOW ROAD, HALTON, LANCASTER, LA2 6NB
For more information
01524 811316
office@haltoncentre.org
www.haltoncentre.org
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WHAT’S ON IN HALTON-WITH-AUGHTON?

All events are at The Centre @ Halton unless specified otherwise

AUGHTON RECREATION ROOM: BOOKINGS Claire Athis Schofield on 07484 660174

email aughtonevents@gmail.com

THE CENTRE @ HALTON: HALL/ROOM HIRE 07981 743959 or info@haltoncentre.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

Mondays:

NEW Tai Chi: 2-3pm Debs 07825
168807

Outdoor Circuits: 6-7pm 07745
798337. A£6 Ch £3

Meditation Group: now meets on
Zoom. Please ring 07818647345
Scouts: 7:15-9pm during term times,
Scout Hut; scouts@haltonscouts.org.uk
American Square Dancing:7:30-10pm
Carol 811444

5-a-side: 8-9pm Jack 07540 392344

Tuesdays:

Tots Play Lancaster: 10am-1:30pm;
Lauren 07398 312544 term time only
Halton Baby & Toddler Group: 9:15-
11am; 811316, term time only
Exercise Classes: Circuits: 9:30am and
Pilates: 10.30am Aughton Village Hall
£8 for 1 session, £12 for both.

Knit ‘n’ Natter, Crafts & Chatter:
2-4pm. Free. Ann 811684 and Sallie
812017 M2

Board games: 2-4pm Free. M1
Beavers: 5:30-6:30pm during term
times, Scout hut;
beavers@haltonscouts.org.uk
Taekwondo: 6:15-7:15pm Mick
07985125530

Cub Scouts:6:45-8pm during term times,
Scout hut; cubs@haltonscouts.org.uk
NEW Biodanza Movement classes: — 7-
9pm. Aloi 07481 007163

Wednesdays:

NEW Tai Chi: 9-10am Debs 07825
168807

Tots Play Lancaster: 10am — 2:30pm
Lauren 07398 312544 term time only
Storytime: 9-9:30am (term time

only) for preschool children and their
carers. Halton Library

Walking Football: 10-11:30am £3. John
01524 418753

Line Dancing: 10:00 — 11:30pm Tony
07488 348809 Anne 07923 455939
Squirrels: 4-5pm during term times,
Scout hut;squirrels@haltonscouts.org.uk
Pilates: 6-7pm Kate 07799068191
Walking Netball: 7-8pm £4 07745
798337

Thursdays:

Hartbeeps Lancs Baby & Toddler
(music): 9am-1pm Term time only
07834818493

Pilates: 9:30-10:30am 07799068191
Gentle Exercise class:11-12 noon Cheryl
07711 335807

WHAT’S ON ENTRIES

Email: halton-prattle@outlook.com or Tel Carol on 811444
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Samba Espirito (Drumming): 7-9:30pm
Karen 07711 262288

5-a-side: 8-9pm MUGA Jack 07540
392344

Fridays:

NEW Pickleball: 9:15 — 10:15 Maureen
07745 798337

Indoor Bowling: 2-4pm 811316

Knit ‘n’ Natter: 1-3pm Halton Library

Saturdays:

Lego Club: 10:30-12:30pm Halton
Library

Elite Arts School of Dance: from
9:15am. Acrobatics, Gymnastics,
Contemporary dance. 5-18yrs Lauryn
07490 713992

FOOTBALL - Halton Jnr Football Club
Damian 07850 913051

Saturday 9-10:30; 3-6 yr olds

Sunday 9:00-16:00;7-15 yr olds
(times subject to fixtures)

Contact secretary@haltonjuniorsfc.com

FORTNIGHTLY EVENTS

Tuesdays:

Lunesdale Camera Club: venue/ info
ring David 07903 392021

Bay Big Band Practice:2nd & 4th Tues
7:45pm Paula 07788 974691

MONTHLY EVENTS

MONDAYS:
2nd Mon: Halton Reading Group:
9:30-10:30am Sarah 811160

WEDNESDAYS:

1st Wed: HCA meeting: 7:30pm
811316 (except Aug & Jan)

2nd Wed: Parish Council Meeting:
7:15pm (except August) 07810 356929
3rd Wed: WI (Hearts of Halton):
7:15pm (except August). Debbie on
animalcare.db@hotmail.co.uk

Last Wed: Halton with Aughton
Heritage Group: 7:30pm Halton Mill
contact 07426 701155

THURSDAYS:

Soup and a Song: 12:30pm-2:30pm.

16 Oct; 13 Nov. (please ring The Centre
811316 to book).

Luncheon Club: 12:30-3pm, 23 Oct; 20
Nov. (please ring The Centre 811316 to
book)

3rd Thurs Gardening Group 10:45am
Red Door, email:
haltongardeninggroup@gmail.com or
message/telephone Kath Pink,
Secretary, on 07900 416961

WHAT’S ON ENTRIES

Email: halton-prattle@outlook.com or Tel Carol on 811444
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Bay Vets
“The Community Vets”

We are a growing independent veterinary practice, with tailored health care for your pet.
This is delivered by our passionate and knowledgeable team, in a versatile, supportive
and welcoming environment where everyone is valued. We look after your pet through-
out their life from everyday health advice to emergency help and expert referral care.

Lancaster 01524 32696 Morecambe 01524 410867
Milnthorpe 015395 62770 Caton 01524 770615
24 hours emergency service

info@bayvets.co.uk  www.bayvets.co.uk

MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OCTOBER

Wed 15 Community Tea 2pm-3pm; School Hall

WI Cheese & Wine Evening, followed by the AGM — see page 8
Sat 18 LA Salsa XS Party. 7:30pm-midnight @ The Centre. Bar.

£10 at the door.
Wed 29 Halton Garden Group AGM; 7-9pm

NOVEMBER

Sat 8 Jumble Sale 1 -3 pm at Arkholme Village Hall
Wed 12 Community Tea 2pm-3pm; School Hall
Sat 29 Haffner Orchestra, 7:30pm (with a pre-concert talk at 6:30pm)

in the Great Hall, Lancaster University. See page 10/11
Aughton Christmas Bingo 7:30pm Aughton Recreation Room.
See poster page 38

Sun 30 Christmas Craft Fayre & Santa’s Grotto 10-12pm; The Centre
ADVANCE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
DECEMBER
Thu 4 Neighbourhood Watch AGM 19:30; venue to be confirmed.
www.ourwatch.org.uk
Wed 17 Hearts of Halton (WI) Xmas Party
Wed 31 New Years Eve Ceilidh

WHAT’S ON ENTRIES

Email: halton-prattle@outlook.com or Tel Carol on 811444
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AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL

Run by: Aughton Recreation Room

Charity No. 1135888

You can hire our Hall with stage, AV
equipment, tables/seating for up to 160,
fully equipped kitchen and also obtain
private use of ourchildren's play
ground, picnic-benches and garden
area and car park - all exclusively yours
for only £15 per hour (day time rate) or
£20 per hour (evenings): email
aughtonsecretary@gmail.com or phone
Claire on 07484 660174 for a booking
form.

RECENT ACTIVITIES

The summer is always a little quieter in
the hall, but we have hosted the annual
Aughton Cycle Race with some 55
riders, plus marshals and supporters, a
large christening party and a 60th
birthday party. There was also a very
well attended evening talk on the Teach
Beyond (UK) activities.

Regular circuits and Pilates with Gabi
Crossley restarted on September 9th,
and the Vale O’ Lune Young Farmers
have returned to the hall for their
regular Monday evening meetings after
moving most summer meetings out of
doors.

ACTIVITIES FOR OCTOBER AND
NOVEMBER

Regular classes and Young Farmers
meetings will continue at the hall
through the autumn. If you are
interested in exercise classes at
Aughton, please do come along on a
Tuesday morning — Circuits at 9:30 and
Pilates at 10:30. Further information

can be had from Gabi at
gabihossley@gmail.com. More
information about the Young Farmers’
activities can be found on their
website: https://valeoluneyfc.weebly.
com. They are always keen to recruit
new members, and you don’t need to
be a farmer to join, just interested in
issues related to agriculture and the
countryside.

We will be announcing any other
events through our usual WhatsApp
group and on our Facebook page. If
there are activities that you would like
to see taking place in the village hall,
please do contact us. All suggestions
will be very welcome.

Any questions about Aughton Village
Hall? Contact the Secretary, Claire Athis
Schofield on 07484 660174 or email to
aughtonsecretary@gmail.com.

*:

WM/ Iy

Mobile Car Valeling

Professional Car Valet
From £60 book now.
| GARETH MACKENZIE
{, 07854664800
% Thehandcarwashhalton@gmail.com

@ www.Thehandcarwash.org
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TAI CHI (AND QIGONG)

A HEALTHY STEP FOR FALLS
REDUCTION?

As we enter the winter months and the
beautiful Lancashire weather reminds
us to slow down and hibernate, we still
have outdoor stuff to do, and that
involves risk. Slippery paths, obstacles
hidden in snow and, if you are a
spectacle wearer like me, steamed up
glasses that hide those tricky kerbs and
the slippery leaves of autumn.

Having worked in the community for
the NHS for many years, | know the
impact a fall can have on a previously
healthy well-functioning person. An
extended hospital stay reduces
independence, reduces muscle tone
and, unless rehabilitation is timely and
well supported, can lead to life changes
that aren’t always positive.

The Chief Medical Officers’ guidelines
for physical activity for older adults
(2019) includes “improve balance” on

at least 2 days per week, to “reduce the
chance of frailty and falls.” And Tai Chi
was listed among the activities you can
do to achieve this, but how does it
work?

LEG STRENGTH

Tai Chi or Qigong is practised in a
standing posture (chair versions are
available) and with “soft knees” so the
body weight is taken in the muscles of
the legs rather than the skeleton. In
this way the gentle movement of body
weight from side to side and front to
back increases leg muscle strength.
Some falls just can’t be helped and so,
if we do go down, having a strong
muscle base will add a little padding
when we land. Our muscles are also
our protein store, so keeping them as
strong as possible supports our
nutritional status. Falls are horrible
and a nasty shock or bruise can be

J&M Hair & Beauty

Tel: 01524 811392
161 High Road, Halton

20s,
OPENING TIMES - TUESDAY- SATURDAY 9-5
Card Payments Available
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Meditating Spaniel

Qigong [/ Tai Chi

Active Relaxation. Mindful Movement

Come for; falls reduction and gentle exercise

Stay for; stress relief, relaxation, ease of joints, strength of limbs, friendships, smiles.

Moves can be done standing or sitting and are adapted to suit all.

Mondays 2pm
The Centre @ Halton

Beginners Qigong (tai chi)

Wednesdays 9am
The Centre @ Halton
Lee form Tai chi

New sessions being added all year

To find out more or to book ahead please contact:

Debra@meditatingspaniel.co.uk

www.meditatingspaniel.co.uk
07825168807

Or scan the QR code for the website
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http://www.meditatingspaniel.co.uk/
http://www.meditatingspaniel.co.uk/
mailto:Debra@meditatingspaniel.co.uk

GWL Services

g George W Leathard Q

Established 1995
%* ok %

Interior / Exterior

Painting & Decorating

Home Maintenance
% sk ok

No job too small
Good quality work at affordable prices
Reliable and trustworthy
Local to Halton
For free estimates telephone
Lancaster 849495

upsetting, but the risk from a fracture
can have much further reaching
consequences.

PROPRIOCEPTION

Proprioception is our bodies ability to
sense its own position and movements.
It is an automatic reflex that the
Cleveland clinic website tells us is like
“scratching your nose without thinking
about it”.  Proprioception can be
learned at any age and spending time
doing Tai Chi or Qigong can help you
recognise when you are about to lose
balance and do something about it.
Precise placement of arms and hands
during Tai Chi and Qigong train our
brains, and may help them to
effectively make adjustments in
response to a potential fall.

ARM FLEXIBILITY
Many of us have spent lots of hours
driving and/or typing (like 1 am right
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now), or other similar repetitive tasks.
As we get older we can start to
recognise tightness and tension in the
shoulders and back from these tasks,
but how can we get relief from this?
Qigong (Tai Chi) is especially clever at
working on this. Moves are as small or
large as your body dictates but they are
repeated and can slowly ease these
areas. The practice is mindful, so we
are closely focused on the area making
sure we stop or reduce the movement
before we do any harm. Regular
practice can loosen up tight areas and
help us to remain supple.

| am sure you have noticed me using
the words Tai Chi and Qigong together
in this piece. In China Qigong is the
overarching exercise and Tai Chi is an
offshoot, however here in the West
very few people seem to know what
Qigong is. If you would like to find out
more the National Centre for
complementary and integrative Health
(NIH) website has lots of evidence
based information on Tai Chi and
Qigong and my website www.
meditatingspaniel.co.uk tells you more
about my training, experience and the
sessions that | lead.

Debra Edson
Qigong Session Leader, Halton

Meditating Spanie[




LOG BURNER CARE - A BEGINNERS GUIDE

Log burner sales in the UK have been
on the rise in the 2020s; however, new
owners may not know the best
practices for log burner care to ensure
it has a long lifespan. That’s why, as
experts in all things firewood and
log burning, we've put together a
thorough beginner’s guide to caring for
your burner.

How to build and maintain a
consistent fire

Establishing early how to build a proper
fire from your first one will provide a
strong base for how all your fires
should be created. The first
consideration you should make is for
the wood you choose to use. Seasoned
wood is the best choice, particularly
kiln-dried logs, with a moisture content
of less than 20% that has been dried for
between six months to a year. This
emits lots of heat and produces less
creosote that sticks in your chimney.
The next decision is whether to use
softwood or hardwood. While
softwood is quicker to light and burns
out fast, hardwood is a slower burn due
to its density, making it the ideal
selection for a long, consistent heat
source. To build the fire itself, it should
begin with a base of kindling wood or
newspaper which catches quickly.
Building on this flame can be with
placing your logs in a teepee or
crisscross pattern, allowing for air to
circulate for proper fire sustenance.
After your wood has caught and the
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flame is consistent, an important note
is not to overload your burner with
logs. This can stifle the live flame and
cause it to go out. Instead, add them
gradually and allow them to catch and
burn down before adding more. Then,
you simply monitor the temperature
and airflow to make sure it stays
consistent, and once you’re done, just
let the fire naturally die out.

How to clean your log burner

By keeping your log burner clean and
well-maintained, you can ensure that
not only is its lifespan extended but
also that each burn is efficient. How
often you clean your log burner is
dependent on how regularly you use it,
so if you use it often, it’s likely it will
need more cleaning. But before you
start cleaning your stove, make sure it
has completely cooled. Most burners
are made of cast iron, which, as a
thermal conductor of heat, can stay
warm for hours after the fire has gone

MARTIN SOAR
CHIMNEY SWEEP

25 years+ experience - fully insured
TEL 01524 812163
7 Schoolhouse Lane,

Halton
LA2 6QU

info@martinsoarchimneysweep.co.uk




CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAYRE

Sunday 30th November

. 10am-12pm

Tables now available for £15

ticketsource.co.uk/haltoncommunityassociation

Fundraising for Outside Toilet

£1Entry
Artisan Craft Stalls
Christmas Gifts
Santa’s Grotto
Seasonal Refreshments

out. This prevents accidental burns or
dangerous fumes from being emitted
from applying cleaning fluids too early.
Once it’s cooled, prepare yourself with
gloves and some clothes you don’t
mind getting dirty and grabbing an ash
bucket. Dispose of the leftover debris
into the bucket, which you can recycle
into compost to help any plants in your
garden grow. A hoover can catch any
leftover ash. When cleaning the
outside of the burner, you can just use
a soft, dry cloth to wipe it down. This is
followed by cleaning the glass that can
get stained from the burning, and you
can use dampened charcoal to wipe
and then remove it with paper towels.
Another option is bicarbonate of soda
mixed with water, or a glass cleaner, all
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of which will work. While you can get
chimney brushes to clean yourself, it’s
better to have a professional clean it.
Not only do they know the best way to
efficiently clean a chimney flue, but
they can also identify any issues or
cracks that require maintenance.

Log burner safety

Part of understanding log burner care is
understanding the importance of
safety around burning. This means
ensuring all safety considerations are in
place when installing a burner,
including any smoke detectors, fire
alarms, and Carbon Monoxide (CO)
detectors. These will alert you to any
gas or smoke leaks that could occur. It’s
also important to be proactive with fire
prevention methods, such as a fire
extinguisher for emergencies and
putting aside time to make sure
everyone in your home knows how to
use it. You should also think about the
area around the burner and identify
whether things are flammable or if it’s
appropriately child/animal proof. If not,
moving things that could catch or
adding barriers and safety gates could
be hugely beneficial to safety. The best
care you can give your burner is by
giving it the highest quality fuel, which
is what you can guarantee you're
getting with the kiln-dried
firewood from Logs Direct. If you're not
sure what wood is best for you, get in
touch and we’ll be happy to help!

Phill from Logs Direct



It'sgoodto . bluebird
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See howourHomeand
Live-in Care Expertscan
help you stayinthe place
you feel best.

Callus forafriendly chaton

01624 388829

Willow Mill, Caton




NEWS FROM THE 1ST HALTON SCOUT GROUP

As we return after the summer holidays
there isn’t masses to report on just yet.
Over the coming weeks the Squirrels
are going to be welcoming our new
Squirrels with some fun activities,
Beavers are looking at their Air
Activities badge and Builder badge,
Cubs are doing their Science Activity
Badge which could get messy and then
onto Space, and finally the Scouts are
going to be preparing for Helme
Challenge that is in early October.

Anyone passing the Scout Hut on
Foundry Lane over the summer may
have noticed some vital work going on.
A group of 3 volunteers have
completely replaced all of the

underground drainage from the
building to our septic tank which was
badly collapsed and sunken. Thanks to
the volunteers this has saved us nearly
£8000 compared to the quotes
received for the work. It was certainly
hard work, but | did have fun learning
to drive a mini digger! So a massive
‘thank you’ must go to them. Also over
summer we have replaced a couple of
the internal doors which were beyond
repair after 40+ years of being hit with
balls and being run into during games.
As | write this in early September we
have just had completed the
installation of 32x solar panels and 2x
batteries by Go Green Solar Group Ltd,

¢
/

Pre-School

Places for 2-4 year olds
Free places for eligible children

Based in Caton Primary School

To have a look around and to enquire about places call
07746 857904 / 01524 770104 or email infinitypreschools@gmail.com

infinitypreschool.co.uk

Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider
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ommunity run Car Club: www.lancar.org.u
Halton Juniors FC: www.haltonjuniorsfc.com

Halton Lune Hydro: www.haltonlunehydro.org

Halton Lune Trust: www.haltonlunetrust.org.uk

Halton Mill: www.haltonmill.org.uk

Halton Social Club: email haltonsocialclub@gmail.com

Hearts of Halton WI: Debbie on animalcare.db@hotmail.co.uk

Lancaster CoHousing: www.lancastercohousing.org.uk

Parish Council: www.haltonwithaughton-pc.gov.uk

St Wilfrid’s Church: www.achurchnearyou.com/halton-st-wilfrid-church

St Wilfrid’s Church of England Primary School: www.st-wilfrids.lancs.sch.uk
The Centre@Halton: www.haltoncentre.org/

The Prattle: email halton-prattle@outlook.com

which even after 5 days is already
showing it’s potential savings on our
energy bills as we have not yet needed
to take any additional energy from the
national grid since installation. This
installation will allow us to spend funds
in other ways to benefit all the young
people through keeping fees low,
enabling us to use funds to replace
ageing equipment and make
improvements to our facilities.

We are, as always, on the lookout for
new volunteers to join our teams and
the roles don’t have to be youth facing
or “outdoorsy”. Volunteering can be
fun and is very rewarding, why not help
the younger generation gain new skills
to help set them up for life, you'd be
surprised how many new skills you
could learn yourself. You can volunteer
from ages 14 and upwards. If you are
interested in any way or have any
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guestions, send an email to
robert@haltonscouts.org.uk .
We also have our large building

available on Foundry Lane which is
available to hire for your birthday
parties and events, 3 hours for just £50,
it’s a great venue with a large grass area
outside. You can see pictures on our
website or if you would like to have
look round, please don’t hesitate to get
in touch.

Robert Prescott

Group Lead Volunteer

1st Halton Scout Group

Registered Charity: 1039264 www.

haltonscouts.org.uk
Scouts ’\%’“

1st Halton Scout Group



TORRISHOLME CRICKET CLUB UPDATE

www.torrisholmecc.co.uk

The first Xl are still in the shake up for
promotion, but will probably need to
win their last three games. The second
XI have had a strong month with three
wins but, with a further league re-
structure in the offing, they are far
from sure of which division they will
play in next year. The Sunday XlI have
completed their season successfully
with a mainly junior team run by the
much admired Martin Davis, who also
ran two Under 16 teams for the junior
section.

The junior season has been completed
except for the league play offs where
Jeff Stobart’s U13 team will fancy their
chances of a win on 14th September.
The Junior Presentation on Friday 12th
September from 6:30pm will celebrate
the achievements of the juniors,
women and girls team and Sunday XI.
After that event your correspondent
will stand down as Junior Chair, Coach

and Safeguarding Officer after 28 years,
of which 25 have been as Chair. So the
key focus over the winter is to recruit
someone, possibly a couple of people,
to take on the role of running the
juniors after a structured handover, as
well as training a couple of coaches.

The very successful installation of draft
beers has greatly increased bar takings
so funds are available to cover the costs
of training. If you are interested in
becoming a coach or being involved in
running the junior section please
contact Mark Drinkall on 07368 944220
or via: drinks@torrisholmecc.co.uk

Mark Drinkall,
6th September 2025.

Lancaster City Councillor, Sarah McGowan
e p—

I will be holding Residents' Surgeries in Halton Social Club
or Over Kellet, Eagle's Head, between 7pm - 8pm.
November 12th Halton

December 3rd Over Kellet
Come along and discuss in confidence any problems you're having

with Lancaster City Council services and I'll do what | can to help.

| look forward to meeting you.

If you can’t make it in person, you can email me at smcgowan@lancaster.gov.uk




THE PRATTLE QUIZ No 70

1. What stands at the top of Mount Corcovado? D
2. What is advertised as ‘Scotland’s other national drink’?

3. Which organ in the body produces insulin?

4. What is the Asian cooking technique where meats are glazed with soy
sauce and sugar?

5. Name the mythological river that forms the border of Hades.

6. What US military decoration is awarded to those wounded or killed
whilst serving in the armed services?

7. Which territory is Asterix and his friends preventing the Romans from

fully occupying?

8. Which is the ‘dish best served cold?

9. Which sculpture stands by the Al near Gateshead?

10.  What event in 1883 is reputed to have made the loudest sound in
human history?

11. Name the mountain range forming the border between France and
Spain.

12.  Which Dutch artist painted ‘Girl with a Pearl Earring?

13. Who was the Nirvana drummer who later became the lead singer of The
Foo Fighters?

14. Name the film and musical based upon the novel by Keith Waterhouse.
15. At 410 miles, what is the UK’s longest road?

16. Which creature makes up a fifth of mammal species in the world?

17. In the Chinese zodiac, which is the third creature?

18. Which band did Quincy Jones once dismiss as ‘the worst band in the
world’?

19. Which word can mean a computer glitch, a minor illness or to irritate
someone?

20. ‘Call me Ishmael’ is the opening line from which famous novel?

Thanks to our Quiz Master, Roddy!

Answers on page 38
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SQUARE

DANCING

CLUB NEWS

By the time you read this we will have
already had our free Taster night. The
weekly beginners classes started on
Monday 22 Sept 7:30-9:30pm followed
until 10pm with full SSD for the more
experienced dancers. £4.00 per session
inc refreshments. Bring a mug. If you
missed those dates and fancy joining us
then Monday 6 October 7:30pm will be
your last chance, as after that the course
will be too far on to catch up. We only
recruit annually so don't miss out.
DON'T KNOW WHAT SQUARE
DANCING IS?

Dancing is done in a squared set of four
couples. You are taught the moves from
the programme you are learning a few at
a time. The Caller will make up a dance
using only those moves that you have
learned in no particular order. He will mix
you all up throughout the dance until
eventually returning you back home with
your partner at the completion of that
dance. Every time you get up to dance it
will be different and the more moves you
learn the more interesting the dances
become.

There is no footwork as all moves are
walked to the beat of the music. You do
not need to have a partner to come
dancing as there will always be someone
to partner you.

Go on - why not give it a try, exercise your
body and mind while making friends and
having a cheap fun social night out.

What else are you going to do over the
dreary winter evenings other than TV
soaps etc?

Hopefully we'll see you in a square.

Carol Holman 07981 743959

For more information,
photos etc go to our
website:- http://www.

ocean wavers.co.uk

R & M Dawson

LANDSCAPE AND
STONE MASONRY SPECIALISTS

STONEWORK
LANDSCAPING
DRIVEWAYS
GROUNDWORKS
MINI DIGGER HIRE

For a friendly, local, reliable service
please call for a quote

07919566570
or
07881464856
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BUS SERVICES IN BRIEF

Bus Timetables for 81, 82, 580, 581 & 583 now available from Halton Library.
Monday to Saturday: Single tickets £3 (£1 after 7pm)

TO LANCASTER

No 49 from High Road: 0722, 0754 (NS), 0807, 0922, 0957 then at 22 & 57 minutes
past the hour until 1522, 1601, 1657(S0O) 1757, 1848, 1857, 1948

No 81/82 from Low Road: 0703 (NS), 0718 (SO), 0803 (NS), 0808 (SO), 0918 (SO), 0928
(NS), 1008, hourly until 1508, 1608 (SO), 1618 (NS), 1708, 1808, 1908, 2008, 2038,
2108, 2138, 2238

TO KELLETS, CARNFORTH AND WARTON (last direct bus back from Carnforth 1832)
No 49 from High Road: Mon-Sat; 0947, then hourly until 1447, 1547 (SO), 1647, 1747
TO KIRKBY LONSDALE (last bus back 2015; most journeys continue to Ingleton, and
many to Settle and Skipton; see https://klch.co.uk)

No 81/82 from Low Road: 0614 (NS), 0654 (NS), 0704 (SO), 0736 (Sch), 0749 (NSch),
0849, Hourly until 1349, 1414 (Sch), 1434 (Hol), 1449 (SO), 1549 (SO), 1604 (NS), 1659,
1749, 1834, 1904, then hourly as far as Hornby until 2304

FROM LANCASTER TO HALTON No 49 Stand 13; 0705, 0750, 0905, 0930, then 1/2
hourly until 1500, 1530(S0), 1630 then hourly to 1930

No 81/82 0600 (NS), 0640 (NS), 0650 (SO), 0722 (Sch), 0735 (NSch), 0835, 0935, 1035,
1135, 1235, 1335, 1400 (Sch), 1420 (Hol), 1435 (SO), 1535 (SO), 1550 (NS), 1645, 1735,
1820, 1850, 1952, 2052, 2152, 2252

SO — Saturdays only NS — Not Saturdays Sch — School days only
Hol — School holidays only NSch — Saturdays and School Holidays

Sundays and Bank Holidays: Single tickets £1

TO LANCASTER

No 81/82 from Low Road 0955, 1055, 1155, 1255, 1355, 1455, 1555, 1655, 1755, 1855
TO KIRKBY LONSDALE (last bus back 1815)

No 81/82 from Low Road 0927, 1027, 1127, 1227, 1327, 1427, 1527, 1627, 1727, 1827
FROM LANCASTER TO HALTON

No 81/82 0915, 1015, 1115, 1215, 1315, 1415, 1515, 1615, 1715, 1815

Real time bus running info at www.bustimes.org/map

Service 81/82 is run by Lonsdale Buses except the last four journeys from Lancaster to
Hornby. Those evening journeys and Service 49 are run by Stagecoach

No service on Christmas Day, Boxing Day or New Year’s Day.

DIAL A BUS Book on: 01524 581260; email: itslancastermorecambe@lancashire.gov.uk
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THERE'S FREE CLEAN oreen

ENERGY FALLING ON have

YOUR ROOF RIGHT \ ‘=rezseiczoeor
Now!

(UNLESS IT°S NIGHT TIME, THEN THERE ISN'T)

LET'S BE REAL. THE GRID IS EXPENSIVE, FOSSIL FUELS ARE MESSY, AND
YOUR ROOF IS JuST SITTING THERE DOING NOTHING. IT COULD BE
WORKING-SOAKING UP THE SUN, POWERING YOUR HOME, CHARGING
YOUR EV, AND STORING ENERGY LIKE A TOTAL OVERACHIEVER.

- BECAUSE SUNSHINE IS FREE
- BECAUSE NIGHTS EXIST

- BECAUSE PETROL STATIONS
ARE SO LAST CENTURY

WHY CHOOSE GREEN WAVE?

(WE'RE BASED RIGHT HERE IN HALTON)

[ ]
(BECAUSE QUALITY MATTERS).

(LIKE A TAILORED SUIT, BUT FOR ENERGY).

SLIDE INTO OUR INBOX (OR JUST CALL, THAT WORKS T00)
WWW.GREEN-WAVE.ECO

INFOPGREEN-WAVE.ECO =
01524 932020 CERTIFIED

(OH, AND WE'RE MCS CERTIFIED. SO, YOU KNOW... WE'RE LEGIT.)
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CHURCH NEWS

ST. JOSEPH'S R.C. CHURCH
Saturday Vigil at 6:30 pm, Sunday Mass
throughout the year at 10:00am.
Sunday Mass is streamed on our
Facebook page - https://stjosephs-
lancaster.co.uk/ for more information.
Clergy: Fr. John Paul Evans,

Deacon Stephen Pendlebury,

St. Joseph's Church

Slyne Road, Lancaster, LA1 2HU
Tel: 01524 32493

ST WILFRID'S HALTON
St Wilfrid’s Junior Church
Junior church meets on the 3rd, 4th
and 5th Sundays of the month during
term time at 10am. For

XX more information email
fa»w/y Sandra Dawson at
s.dawson135@btinternet.com.
On the first Sundays, families can attend
the Families@4 service at the Church
Hall, Slyne, and the service on the second
Sunday will include opportunities for
children to be involved.
Messy Church
Meets at St Wilfrid’s School on Friday
14th November at 3:30 pm. Join us for
an engaging session of Bible stories,
crafts, songs, and prayers, filled with
fun and concluding with a meal. Please
book in through the school office.
The Church is here for you!
St Wilfrid’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am to 4
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pm. Visitors can access information
about the history of the church, the
stained-glass windows and it’s unique
Cross. It offers a peaceful place for
quiet reflection or prayer. There are
candles available to light to remember
a departed loved one and prayer
requests can be left on the prayer tree.
Baptisms and Weddings: If you would
like to make a booking for a baptism or
wedding, please contact Revd Susan on
01524 822128 or revsusan.
seed@btinternet.com.

Every week the Churches pray for
different streets in Halton and for the
village of Aughton. Wherever you live,
please get in contact with Revd Susan if
you have any pray requests for specific
people, places or situations. (Details are
kept confidential). Contact Revd Susan
at revsusan.seed@btinternet.com.

Lime Tree Properties

Painting & Decorating
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property maintenance

01524 812 000 or 07733 93 95 95
it. limetree.properties
Email. info@limetree.properties

= 3]

BRITISH
INSTITUTE OF
KBB INSTALLATION [ ¢



‘Blue Christmas’ Service. Sunday 30th
November, 2:30 pm at the St Wilfrid’s
Church Halton.

A reflective and compassionate time of
quiet music, prayers and reflection.
This service aims to offer comfort and
hope to those finding the Christmas
season difficult due to loss, loneliness,
illness, or other challenging
circumstances. There will be an
opportunity to light a candle to
remember our departed loved ones.

St Saviour’s Aughton —

- Jumble Sale — Saturday November
8th 1 — 3 pm at Arkholme Village Hall
LAG6 1AT,

- Bingo — Saturday 29th November,
7:30 pm at Aughton Recreation Room

ML

AUGHTON
CHRISTMAS BINGO

Family Friendly and Lots of Fun!

S

Great prizes including Bottles & Roast Dinners
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7.30pm Saturday 29" November 2025
Raffle and Light Refreshments

Aughton Recreation Room, LA2 8LT

id4ta

Held in support of St. Saviour’s Church Roof Fund.
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The articles in the Prattle are provided
by our readers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Editorial Team.
Responsibility for the accuracy of
adverts and articles rests with the
advertiser/author and no responsibility
can be taken by the Prattle Editorial.
Every effort has been made to
acknowledge copyright holders and all
rights recognised. However, if we have
omitted to credit a particular course,
we will be happy to correct the
oversight.



THE CHURCHES OF HALTON-WITH-AUGHTON

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
RECTOR Rev’d Susan Seed
The Vicarage, 2 Summerfield Drive
Slyne with Hest, Lancaster LA2 6AQ
Tel: 01524 822128
E: revsusan:seed@btinternet.com

ST. WILFRID'S HALTON
Services in October

5

7
12

14
19
21
26
28

10:00am Family Communion
4:00pm FAMILIES@4 at St
Luke’s Slyne

9:00am Morning prayer
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Family Worship
9:00am Morning prayer
10:00am Family Communion
9:00am Morning prayer
10:00am Family Communion
9:00am Morning prayer

Services in November

2

11
16
18
23
25
30

10:00am Family Communion
4:00pm FAMILIES@4 at St
Luke’s Slyne

9:00am Morning prayer
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Remembrance
Sunday

9:00am Morning prayer
10:00am Family Communion
9:00am Morning prayer
10:00am Family Communion
9:00am Morning prayer
10:00am Family Communion
2:30pm Blue Christmas
Service

Junior Church is held on the 3rd 4th
and 5th Sundays during term time.

ST SAVIOUR'S AUGHTON
Services in October

12 11:30am Morning Prayer
26 11:30pm Holy Communion

Services in November

9 11:30am Morning prayer
23 11:30am Holy Communion
30 7:pm Evening Prayer

FROM THE REGISTERS

From St Wilfrid's Registers
Baptism: 20th July — Gia Ellen
Beaumont

31st August — Hughie Morgan Howell

Wedding: 22nd August — Robert
Kennedy and Harriet Patterson

30th August — Sion Roberts and Zhana
Gavriluk

From St Saviour’s Registers
Baptism: 17th August — Elsie Victoria
Gardner



We don't just do
you know - ask us about

and have
a brew while you wait.

o\ /" *

Ask a member of staff for more details

HiQ Lime Tree

High Road, Halton, LA2 6PS

01524 811063 H ‘Q
Open: I
Mon-Fri: 8.30 - 17.30

Saturdays: 8.30 - 12.30 Fast fit you can be sure of
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